Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



h-'? 



Jii 




J ^ 



Z;^^ 



^(tTvCcAa. c(j2AliL/y^ C^^ 












T V ' *' TC "" 



JHFUW I". '.' . •• J^'. 



- \ 



i 






.e^^^ 




2»^2^^' ^/ 






•'■-:■"- •=i„-^ v-^-^' *^- ■•• '■ 



f I 












r«-J^i \ 






■ii-: 



■V! ,- 






.V,U' 7.;^ ;-'^^; >v.„ 






- *«( 







\ 



fS 




i . 



• -^v- ■■■ 



) ^ 






v..^ 



'M?i»A'.'' 



/ 



^ 



P>« ^ j'ii'' - * * -,"- r -. ', ■■■■/,■■ :■• "*."• »' - ■•■',■■ 






*v V J 









. < 



Wi 









,.^-^'^?v 



, »-,-! ^^^ ''V 



Skill ■ ■' '^'it ■ " ^' ' 










\ 



? \ 



^"^ VV ' "A 



\ -^ , 



rr-^?^ 



'b 



fUUmi^ 






€ rr^- 









V -' 



^ 



f 



\ 



?• • 



I 



^^ 



» ,^\ w \\ 



The fallowing anecdote of Professor Porson's criti- 
cal acumen, was related by th^ late* Professor of 
Greek, in the University of Cambridge. In the in- 
troduction to the Tale of a Tub/p, 51, first edition, 
we have the following passage :— ** Fourscore and 
elfv^n pamphlets have I writ under three reigns, 
and for the service of six and thirty factions/' — And 
in Gulliver's Truveh, vol. 1. p. 22, first edition, wo 
have this : —•" On each side of the gate wSks a small 
\ window, not above six inches from the ground, into 
ichat on the left side, the King's smiths conveyed four- 
score and eleven chains, like those that hang to a 
lady's watch in Europe, and almost as large, which 
were locked to my left leg with six and thirty pad- 
locks.''— -From the curious coincidence of the nunrbers \ 
in these two passages, Professor Person, inferred that | 
both were wi'itten by the same person, that is, from in- 
ternal evidence, that Swift was the author of th^ 
** Tale of a Tub."— Parthenon. - J 
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Basyroa cacabassa eanaa, irraumista diaraba caeota 
bafobor camelanthi .* Iren. lib. i. c. 1 8. 



Juvaique ncvos decerperejlores. 



«^ MC/U^VCCC/ /M/C/VO UC/VV# I/Of %/ §V%fM t/O^ 

Tnsignemque meo capiti petere inde coronam, 

Unde prius nuUi velanmt tentpera Muste, Lucret. 

Ridentem (Ucere verum, qmdvetcU? Horace. 

* This citation, which seems all gibherish, is a ibrm of initiation 
Used by the Marcosian heretics. Dr. Wotton.—**^ The words are 
taken from the first book of Irenaeus against the Pagans ; where he 
nays that the followers of the Heretic Marcus hid their mysteries 
under these Greek letters, but that the words werellebreV ; of which 
he gives the following interpretation : " Hoe quod est super omnem 
virtutem Patris invoco, quod vocatur Lumen et Spiritus et Vita, 
quoniam in corpoi'e regnasti/* Foiardentius, the commentator on 
Irensus, says, that these are monstrous au4 barbarous words, and 
neither Hebrew, Greek, Chaldee, Syriac, or Arabic. In several 
ancient jaspers, agates, and onyxes, we meet with these and such like 
'extravagant words and figures, altogether as preposterous. See Chif- 
flet'3 Abraxas, &c." — This note is c^ied from one by Mr. Pate, 
whom Swift styles ** the learned woollen draper ;" and who had this 
and a few others, which will be found distinguished by his name, from 
tljj^e Dean's own mouth. N. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following HistaHcal Particulai*s were communicated 
to Mr. Nichols in 1777, by the Rev. Samuel Sal- 
ter, D. D. then Master of the Charter-house. 



^ THE " Tale of a Tub"* was planned and composed 
' about 1G92, by Jonathan Swift, afterwards D. D. and 
* Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin; but whether by him 
alone, or in concert and conjunction with another of his 
family smd name, is not quite «o clear : as it is, that great 
part of K^iBras -designed in favour and in honour of j^ 
William Temple, pn whom Ihe Swifts were dependent 
in some sort^f^d under obligations to hjm. When the 
Tale, &c. was first printed, Mr. Wotton speakd^of it, as 
generally believed to have been written, or published 
however, by a ffrotherjf of jQptathan's ; which brother, he 
adds, was preferred by Lord Somei% at Sir William 
Temple's r^u||§t, to a very good benefice^, in one of 



^•?^- 



* " Gulliver's TV^vels*' and the " Tale of a Tub," are indispiitably 
the two most capital works of Swift. It is remarkable that he never 
would own himself to be the author oi^i^ latter ; nor is the slightest 
liint of it to be found in any of his writings." Dr. Warton. 

f Meaning Thomas, the dean*6 cousin. N. 

X Puttenham, near Guilford, in Surrey. As thiols a crown-livi^, 
Mr. Swift's presentation to it seems another exception to his relation 
Mr. Deane Swift's persuasion j " that no solicitation was ever made 
to the Crown by one of the name, from the Restoration to this day, 
for any the \&am favour whatsoever ; that was either worth the 
Croiina's refused, or any of tlie £unily's acceptance: except, &c." 
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4 ADVERTISEMENT. - 

the most delicious parts of one of the pleasaotest coun- 
ties of England. This is invidiously aggravated; be- 
cause Mr. Wotton conceived Lord Somers was indecent- 
ly played upon, ip the dedication addressed to him :* 
and is besides false ; at least in part : for Jonathan had 
no brother. His first cousin, Thomas Swift, one year 
only senior to him, though the son of a much elder bro- 
theif, was presented by Lord Somers, and probably at Sir 
William Temple's request, to a crown living; which he 
held sixty yeai's, and quitted but with life, in May, 1 752, 
in the eighty-seventh year of his age. The same Lord 
Somers recommende'd Jonathan to Lord Wharton ; but 
without success. Thomas preacheid a sermon in JVovem- 
ber, 1710, (it* is not specified where); which he printed, 
and prefixed to it a dedication to Mr. Harley, chancellor 
of the exchequer, afterward Earl of Oxford.f It is on 
Is.xi. 13, 14, and is entitled, " Noah's Dove; an earnest 
Exhortation to Peace; set forth in a Sermon, preached 
on the 7th of November, 1 710, a Thanksgiving-day, by 
Thomas Swift, A. M. formerly chaplain to Sir Williant 
Temple, now Rector of Futtenham, in Surrey." Mr. 
DeanC Swift says : " T. S. was a man of learning aind 
abilities ; but uftfcrtunatehf bred up like his father and 
grandfather, witli an abhorrence and cooteqipt for all the 
Puritanical sectaries:" whence he sear to infer, that 
he neither h|id, nor could well have, m^ least hope of 
rising in the church. In fact, this Sermon, and its de- 
dication (stand as near as you please, or as you can) 
will not be found to carry with them any marks of supe- 
rior parts : ndf did Thomas*Swift attempt giving any 
other proof, that I ever saw or heard of, to the world. 
So that, although he certainly put in his claim to a shares 

* See the dedication to Lord Somers, p. 37. N. ^ i 

j Seetl|^^istolar7CorrespoBdeBce,Nov. 21, 1710. N^ .^'^^ 
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here, it appears to have been little regarded ; and Jona- 
than has as certainly the vhole credit. 

In March, 1766, a copy of the tot edition of the 
" Tale of a Tub" was sold {for 5s, 6d. only) at an auc- 
tion of books, by S. Baker : this copy had, it seems, be- 
longed' to Sheffield Auke of Bucks: with whom Dean 
Swift does not appear either to^Jbave had, or (e have 
wished for, any intimacy ."* In the first blank leaf the 
duke (as is believed and there affirmed) had written these 
words : " What follows here written, is all by the hand 
of Mr. Tluxnas Swift :" or something of this tenour. In 
the next page Thomas Swift has given the following 
anecdotes:! . 

" The preface of the Bookseller, before the ' Battle 



* Consult on this head the Journal to Stella, Dec. 19, 1710 r May 
19, and Sept. 8, 1711. Swift says hims^l^ he nevet was in ti«^^&e*8 
company above once; or twice at the most — In a Life of Mr.^ope, 
printed in 1769, it is observed, that Dr. Arbuthnot took Pope 
to task, for being so much acquainted with John of Bucks : [which 
w^ the cant and familiar name his Grace was called by.] " He 
has neither esteem nor love for you;*' said the Doctor ; and " only 
wants to cheat you ;** and Pope soon found the truth of this ; but, 
though he fell into the snare, and bought an annuity of the duke, 
being over-persuaded by him ; yet in the end his grace over>reached 
himself; for ^ ||]yppo8ed, from the jdelicaey of Mr. Pope's constitu 
tion, that he w^KEUyi live but a short time. , N. 

f These are, |^d for word, the same as what appear in a pam- 
jihkt printed foV Curll in 1710, with this title; "A complete Key to ' 
ttie Tale of a Tub ; with some accoimt of the Authors, the occa- 
rion sifod design of writing it, and Mr. Wotton's Remarks examined « 
London, printed for Edmund Curll, &c. Prfce 6d. - Where may be 
bad, a Meditation upon a Broomstick, and somewhat lifside, lOUe 
duUi; by one of the authors of the Tale of a Tub, Price 6d." See 
file extract from Swift's letter to Ben Tooke, p. 7; and, in a letter to 
Mr. Pope, Aug. 30, 1716, the dean says, *M had long a design upon 
ibe ears of that Curll, when 1 was in credit; but the rogue would ne- 
ver allow me a fair stroke at them, although my^^-knife was drawn 
' ahd sharp.—" What gave this edge to tlie Dean's penknife was, A 
Key ti Jthe Tale^f a Tub, by Ralph Noden, Esq." Curll, Anno^ 



6 ADVERTISEMENT* 

of the Books,' shows the cause and degign of the whole 
w(Hrk : which was performed by a couple t)f young Cler^ 
gymen in the year 1697; who, having been domestic 
chaplains to Sir William Temple, thought themselves 
obl^ed to take up his quarrel ; in relation to the conti*o- 
vei-sy thjBn in dispute between himlind Mr. Wotton, con- 
cerning Ancient and Modern Learning. 

" The one of theta began a defence of Sir William, 
under the title of ' A Tale of a Tub;' under which he 
intended to couch the general history of Christianity : 
showing the rise of all the remarkable errors of the Ro- 
man church, in the same order they entered; and how 
the Reformation endeavoui*ed to root them out agai6: 
with the diflferent temper of Luther from Calvin, (and 
those more violent spirits,) in the way of his reforming. 
His aim is to ridicule the stubborn errors of the Romish 
church, and the humours of die fanatic paity; and to 
diow that their superstition has something very fantasti- 
cal in it, which is common to both of them ; notwith- 
standing the abhorrence they seem to have for one an- 
other. 

" The author intended to have it very regular ; 
and withal so particular, that he thought not to pass by 
the rise of any one single error, or its reformation. He 
designed at last to show the purity of the Christian 
Church, in the primitive times; and consequently, how 
weakly Mr. Wotton passed his judgment, and how par- 
tially; in psefeiring the modern divinity before the ,an- 
cient ; with a confutation of whose book he intended to 
conclude. But when he had not yet gone half way, his 
companion borrowing the manuscript to peruse, carried 
it with him to Ireland ; and, having kept it seven years, at 
last published it imperfect : for indeed he was not ablje' to 
.carry it on, after the intended method ; because divinity, 
though it chanced to be his profession, h^ b^en the least 
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^f his ^tttdy* However, he added ta it the " Battle of 
the Books ;" wherein he efiectuallj pursues Uie main 
dedgn, of lashing Mr. Wotton : and having added a 
jocose epistle dedicatory to Lord Somers, and another to 
Prince Posterity, with a pleasant preface; and interlard- 
ed it with t)ne digression concerning critics, and another 
in the modem kind; a third in praise of digressions, ao^ 
a foiurth in praise of madness ; (wiUi which he was not 
unacquainted;) concludes the book with a fragment, 
which the first author made, and intended ^ould have 
come in about the middle of the Tale, as a preliminaiy 
t<^ Jack's character. * 

" Having thus shown the reasons^ of the little order ob- 
served in the book, and the imperfectness of the Tale : 
it is so submitted to Ae reader's censure. 

" Thomas Swift is grandson to Sir William Davenant ;* 
Jonathan Swift is cousin-german to Thomas ; boff re- 
tainers to Su* William Temple." 

Early in 1 710 a new edition of the " Tale of a Tub" 
was in great forwardness. The Author's Apology, dated 
June 3, 1769, had been some time in the bookseller's 
poBsession^; and the cuts (thenjirst added) were delayed, 
for^ir Andrew Fountaine's approbation of the designs. 
In a kUgr to Ben Tooke from Dubliiif June 29, 1710 
Jonathan complains much of the liberty taken with his 
character in the Key ; talks erf trying to obtain redress; 
and adds,—" I cannot but think that little Parson Cou- 
sin of mine is at the bottom of this; for, having lent him 
a copy of some parts of, &c. [N. B.] and he showing it, 

* The celebrated author of Gondibert. Bfe |^8 born in 1605,; sue , 
ceeded Ben JohnsiQ^^ as poet-^iaureat in 1637 ; was^ knighted in 1643 ; 
was, for his loyalty, imprisoned in The Tower in 1651, and saved 
his Kfe by the intercession of Milton and some others. After the Re- 
storation,^ be obtained a patent for a play-houte; and died April 17, 






V.^ 



y^tjam^ 
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afler I was gone for Irelaild, and the thing abroad ; he 
alBected to talk suspidoosly, as if he had some share j^ 
it. If he should happen to be in town, and you light on 
him, I think you ought to tell him grs^ely, that if he 
be the Author, he should set his name to the, &c, and 
rally him a little upon it^ and tell him, if he can explain 
some things, you will (if he pleases) set his name to the 
next edition. I should be glad to see how far the Jbol- 
ish impudence rf a^dunee could go. I shall, at the end, 
take a little conten^tible notice <A the thing you sent 
me." This he performed in a single page (^ Fostectipt 
to th^ Apology. To Dr. Swift's letter, Ben Tooke air* 
-fiwered, July 10 ; " As to that Cousin of yours, whiclr 
you speak of: I neither know him, nor ever heard of 
him, till the Key mentioned ]#i." Thus, we; see, 
Thomas envied his Cousin the reputation of this per^ 
formance;* and speaks of him contemptuously enough ; 
as knowing little of his own profession, Divinity ; and 
as little better than mad: but Jonathan is even with him* 
And the world seems to be of Jonathan's side; and to 
know nothing of Thomas.! Lord Oxford, when he 
wanted to teaze or provoke Jonathan, affected to call 
him Thomas.X The latter seems to have had no corre^ 
pondence with fte former. ^ 



* The *♦ Tale of a Tub" is a iprt of Hudibras in prose, but quite an 
origijial; and has aUtl^e merits of Rabcflais, without any 0f his wealc^ 
nesses. This is throughout the whole a mighty fund of good sense, a 
strong glow of true wit and masculine satire, accompanied with a kind 
of humour so singularly pleasant, that no cynic can avoid smilii^ig 
who reads it. N. 

t He died in May 1752, in his 87th year. N. 
^ % ^ee (requeBt ii^nces in the Journal to Stella. .N^ 
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ANALYTICAL TABLEv 



THE AUTHOB^S APOLOGY, 



TdE Tale approved of b7 a great majority amonythc 
inen of taste. Some treatises written expressly against 
it; but not one s^Uajble in ite defence. The greatest 
part of it finished in 1696; eight years before it was 
published. The Author's intention, when he began it. 
^o irreligious or immoral opinion can fairly be deduced 
from the book. The Clergy have no reason to dislike 
lit. The Author's intention not having met with a can- 
Ad intei'pretation, he declined engaging in a task he had 
proposed to himself; of examining some publications, 
that were intended against alt rel%ion. Unfaji* to fix a 
name upon an Author, who had so industriously conceal-^ 
ed himself. The Letter on. Enthusiam"^ ascribed by 
several to the same Author. If the abuses in Law oi 
Physic had been the subject of this treatise ; the learned 
professors in either faculty would have been more libeiral 
than the Clergy. The passages which appear most 11- 



* This celebrated Letter, which was generaUx wpposed to have 
been written hy Dr. Swift ; and by him, with as little foundation, 
ascribed to bis friend Colonel Hunter ; was the production oC the 
noble author of the ** Characteristics.;*' in which collection it holds 
the foremost rank. It was first published by J. Morphew, in 1708^ 
^ears date in September, 1707; and was written with a view to the 
Fffench Pcophets, whose enthusiastic extravaganciea w^re then at 
tiie er^tj^ height N. 

A 2 










no A TALE OF A TUB. 

able to objection, are. parodies. The Author entirely 
innoc^litt of any intention of glancir^ at tfapse tenets of 
Religion, Ti'hich he has by some prejudiced or ignorant 
readers beep supposed to mean. This particularly the 
case in the passage about the three wooden machines. 
An irony runs through the wliole book. Not necessa- 
ry to take notice of treatises writteit against it. The 
usual fate of common answerers to bgoks of merit is to 
sink into waste paper and oblivion. Th^; case very dif- 
ferent, when a great genius exposes a foolish^ piece. Re- 
flections occasioned by Dr. King's Remarks on the Tale 
of a Tub ; olhers, by Mr. Wotton. The manner in which 
the Tale was fii-st published accounted, for. The Frag- 
ment not printed in the way the Author intended ; being 
the ground- work of a much larger discourse.* The 
oaths of Peter why introduced. The severest stroked of 
Satire in the treatise are levelled against the custom of 
employing wit in profaneness or immodesty. Wit the 
noblest and most useful gift of human nature ; and Hu- 
mour the most agreeable. Those who have no share of 
either, think the blow weak, because they are them- 
selves insensible. 

P. S. The Author of tlie Key wrong, in all his con- 
jectures. The whole work entirely by one hand : the 
Autlior defying any one to claim thi'ee' lines in thebook^ 

'THI^BOOKSELLEr's DEDICATION TO LORD SOHERS : 

I- 

How he finds out that Lord to be a Patron intended 
by his Author. Dedicators ridiculous, who praise their 
Pati'ons for qualities that do not belong to them. 

* In severaF parts of the Apology^ the author dweBg much on t|fce 
circum^ances of the book having been published, while his original 
papers were <ftit■Df^his own po8g?8rfon. Three editions .were printedl 
in the yeshr 1704 ; a fourth, corrected, in 1705. N. 
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THfi BOOKSELI.ER TO THE RBiDER : 

.Tells how long he has had these papei-s; when they 
trere written, and why he publishes them now. 

THE DEDICATION TO .POSTERITY : 

The Author, apprehending that Time will soon destroy 
almost all the writings of this age, complains of his ma- 
lice against modem Authors and their productions, m 
huriying them so quickly off th^ scene; and therefore 
addresses Posterity in favour oi his contemporari^ ; as- 
sures him, they abound in wit, and learning, and books ; 
and for instance mentions Diyden, Tate, D'Urfey, Dent- 
in aiid Wotton. 

FxiEEA.CE* 

The Occsteion and Design of this Work. 

Project for employing the beaux of the nation. Of 
modern Prefaces. Modem Wit how delicate. Method 
for penetrating into an Author's thoughts. 

Complaints of every Writer against the multitude of 
Writers, like the fat fellows in a crowd. Our Author 
insist on the common privilege of Writers; to be fa- 
vourably explained, when not understood ; and to praise 
himseff in the modern way. This treatise without sa- 
tire : and why. Fame sooner gotten by satire, than (k- 
negyric; the subject of the latter being narrow, and that 
of the former. infinite. Diflefence between Athens and 
lEi^land, as to general and particular satire. The Au- 
dior designs a panegyric on the world, and a modest de- 
fence of the rabble. 

Sect. I. Tut Introdijction. A physico-mytholo- 

^eal dissertation on the different sorts of oratorial ma- 

cMnes. Of the bar and the bench. The Author fond 

*#flfae number Three; promises a panegyric on it Of 

A a 
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pulpits; which are the best. Of ladders; on vhkhthe 
British orators surpass all others. Of thei sts^e itine- 
rant; the seminary of the two fotmar. A physicad rea- 
son, why those machines are elevated.. Of the curious 
contrivance of modern theatres. These three machines 
emblematically represent the various sorts of Authors. 

An apologetical dissertation for the Grub-street Wii* 
ters, against their revolted rivals of Gresham and Will's. 
Superficial Readers cannot easily find 'out Wisdom ; 
which is compared to several pretty things. Cmnmenta- 
ries^promisedon several writings of Grub-street authors; 
as Reynard the Fox, Tom Thumb, Dr. Fau&tus, Whitr 
tington and his Cat, the Hind and Panther, Tommy- Potis, 
and The Wise Men of Gotham. The Author's pen and 
person worn out in serving the state. Multiplicity of 
titles and dedications. 

Sect. II. Tale, of a Tub. Of ar Father and' hii»* 
Three Sons. His will^ and his legacies to them. Of 
the young men's carriage at the beginning : and of the 
genteel qualifications they acquired in towji. Descrip- 
tion of a new sect, who adored their creator, the taylor. 
Of their idol, and tneir system. The three brothers foK 
low the mode, against their father's will ; and get shoul- 
der-knots, by help of distinctions; gold4ace, by help of 
tradition ; flame-coloured satin lining, by means of a su^b 
posed codicil; silver firinge, by virtue of critical intes* 
pretatibn ; and embroidery of Indian figures, by laying 
aside the plain literal meaning. The will at last locked 
up. Peter got into a lord's house, and after Ifis deatlr 
turned out his children, and took in his own brothers i&. 
their stead. 

Sficx. III. A DiGREssioK concerning Critics. Tbre0 

8<Hrts of Critics; the two first soi'ts now extinct. The 

true sort of Critics' genealogy ; office ; definition. Aa^ 

pquitjr of tbeir rac«i preyed from Pau^«pift8,.wlip r^pr< 



AKALTTICAL TABLE. , U 

%mis tjbein by Asses browzing on Tines ; and Herodotus^ 
by Asses with horns; and by an Ass, that frightened a 
Scythian army ; and Diodorus, by a Poisonous Weed ; 
and Ctesias^ by Serpents that poison with theur vcnnit ; 
and Tei-enee, by the name of MaUvcU. The true Cri^ 
tic compared to a Taylor; and to a true Beggar. Three 
eharacterktics of a true modern Critic. 

Sect. IV. Tale of a Tub continued. P^ter a»* 
sumes grandeur and titles f and, to support them, turns 
projector. The Author V hopes of being translated into 
foreign languages. Peter's first invention, of Terra 
Australis IncognUn, The second,, of a Remedy for 
Worms. The third, a Wbispering-ofiice. Fourth, an 
InsursHsce-Office. Fifth, an tJniversal Pickle. Sixths 
a set of BuUs with leaden feet. Lastly, his pardons to 
malefactorsi, Peter^s Inrains turned; he plays several: 
tricks, and tums out his brothei*s' wives. Gives his bro- 
thers bread for mutton and for wine. Tells huge lies ; 
of a Gow's milk, that would fill 3000 churches; of a 
Sign-post, as large as a man of war; of a House,, that 
travelled 2000 leagues. The brothers steal a copf of 
the will ; break open a cellar-door ; and are both kicked 
out of doors by Peter. 

Sect. V. A Dioression in the modern kind^ Our 
Author expatiates on his great pains to serve the public 
by instructing, and more by diverting. The Modems 
having so far excelled the Ancients, the Author gives 
ther; a receipt for a complete system of all arts and sci- 
ences, in a small pocket-volume. Several defects disco- 
vered in Homer ; and his ignorknce in modern invention, 
4&C. Our Author's writings fit to supply all defects. He * 
justifies his prais|ng his own writing by modern exr 
amples. 

SucT. VI. Tale of a Tvb continued. The Tw 
In^theiEs ejected agree in a resolution ta reform,^ accordr 
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ing to the will. They take different names; and are 
found to be of different complexions. How Martin be- 
gan rudely, but proceeded more cautiously, in reforming 
his coat Jack, of a different temper, and full of zeal, 
. begins tearing all to pieces. He endeavours to kindle 
up Martin to the same pitch ; but not succeeding, ther 
separate. Jack runs mad, gets many names, and foun<& 
the sect of iEolists. 

Sect. VII. A Digbession in praise of Digressions. 
Digressions suited to modern palates. A proof of de- 
praved appetites ; but necessary for modem writers. Two 
ways now in use to be book-learned ; 1 . by leaming^ Ti- 
tles; 2. by reading Indexes. Advantages of this last: 
and of Abstracts. The nuniber of writers increasing 
above the quantity of matter, this method becomes ne^ 
cessary and useful. The Reader empowered to trans- 
plant this I^ression, 

Sect. VIII. Tale op a Tub continued. System 
of the iEolists ; they hold wind, or spirit, to be the origin 
of all things, and to bear a great part in their composi- 
tioi^ Of the fourth and fifth animas attributed by them 
to man. Of their belching, or preaching. Their inspi- 
ration from Sx^T^6. They use barrels for pulpits. Fe^ 
male officers used for inspiration ; and why. The no- 
tion opposite to that of a Deity, fittest to form a Devil. 
Two Devils dreaded by the iEolists. Their relation 
with a Northern nation. The Author's respect for this 
sect. ' . 

Sect. IX. Dissertation on Madness. Great con- 
querors of empires, arid founders of sects in philosophy 
and religion, have generally been persons whose reason 
was disturbed. A small vapour, mounting to the brain, 
may occasion great revolutions. Examples : of Hemy 
IV. who made great preparations for war, because of his 
mistressis absence; and of Louis XIV. whose great sub- 
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timis conclvded in a fistula. ExtraV^aganl notions of 
several great philosophers, how nice to distinguish from 
nis^ness. Mr. Wotton's fatal mistake, in mhapplyiug 
his peculiar talents. Madness the source of conquests 
9Lod, systems. Advantages of. fiction and delusion over 
truth and reality. The outside of things better than 
the inside. Madness, how useful. A proposal for vi- 
siting Bedlam, and employ i9g the divers niembers in a 
way useful to the public. 

S^T. X. _ The Author's compliments to the Readers. 
Great civilities practised between the Authors and 
Headers ; and our Author's thanks to the whole nation. 
How well satisfied Authors and BookseUers are. To 
what occasions we owe most of the present writings. Of 
a paltry scribbler, our Author is afraid of; and therefore 
desires Dr. Bentley's protection. He gives here his 
whole store at one nieal. Usefulness of this treatise to 
dij3erent sorts of Beaders; the superficial, the ignorant, 
and the learned. Proposal for making some ample 
Commentaiies on this work; and of the usefulness of 
Commentaries for dar^ writers. Useful hints for th^ 
Commentator^ of this Treatise. 

BscT. XI. The Tale OF a Tub continued. The 
Author^ not in haste to be at home, shows the diEflference 
between a traveller weary or in haste, and another in 
good plight. that takes his pleasure, and views every 
plea^tant scene in his way. The sequel of Jack's adven* 
tm'€»; his superstitious veneration for the Holy Scrip- 
ture and the us^s he made of it His flaming zeal, and 
blhid submission to the Decrees. Hishsorangue for Pre- 
destination. He covers roguish tricks with a show of 
devotion. Affects singularity in manners and q)eech* 
His arersian to music and painting. His discourses 
provoke sleep. His grpaniag, and afieeting to suffer for 
,rtie«|aod Gajise. The great antipathy of Peter and Jack 
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made them both i)ui into extremes^ where they friktm 
met. 

The degenerate ears of this a^e cannot aflTord a guf^ 
dent hamdle to hold men by. The senses and passioiis 
alTord many handles* Curiosity is that by which our 
Author has held his Readers so long. The rest of thiit 
story lost, &c. 

The Conclusion. Of, the proper Seasons for pub- 
lishing books. Of profound Writers. Of the gh<wt of 
tVit. Sleep and the Muses nearly related. Apology 
for the Author's fits of dulness. Method and Reason 
the laccpiies of Invention. Our Author's great coUeo- 
tipn of Flowers of little use till now. 

A DISCOURSE CONCERNING THE MECHANICAL OPERA* 

TION OF THE SPIRIT. 

The Author at a loss what title to give this piece^ 
finds, after much pams, that of A Letter to a Friend Xq be 
most in vogue. Of mod^n excuses for baste and negli*r 
gence, &c. 

Sect. I. Mahomet's fancy of being carried to Hea? 
Ten by an Ass, followed by many Christians. A great 
affinity between this creature and man. That talent of 
Ininging his rider to Heaven the subject of this Dis- 
eoijurse : but for Ass and Rider the Author uses the sy- 
nonymous terms of Enlightened Teacher and Fanatic 
Hearer. A tinctiu*e of Eb^usiasni' runs, through all 
men and all sdences; but prevails most in Religion* 
Enthusiasm defined and distinguished. That which is 
Mechanical and Artificial is treated of by our Author^ 
Though Art oftentiifies changes into Nature r examples^ 
in the ScytMan Longheads and English. Roundheads^ 
Sense and Reason must be laid aside, to let this Spu'it 
operate. The objections about the manner of the Spi- 
rit fi:om above descending upon the Apostl^ make not 
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. 'agsibst this Spirit that arises within* The methods by 
l^hicfa the Assembly helps to w«rk1ip this Spirit, joiatty 
with the Preacher, * 

Sect. II. How some woi^hip a good Being, others an 
evil. Most people confound the bounds of good and 
evil. Vain mortals think the Divinity interested in their 
meanest actions. The scheme of spiritual mechanism 
left out. Of the usefulness of quilted night-caps, to keep 
ih the heat, to give motion and vigoui* to the little ani* 
mals that compose the brain. Sound of far greater use 
than sense in the operations ofHhe Spirit, as in Music. 
Inirard ligbt consists of theological monosyllables and 
mysterious texts.^ Of the great force of one vowel i^^ 
canting ; and of blowing the nose, hawking, spitting, and 
belching. The Author to publish an Essay on the Art 
ei Canting. Of speaking through the nose, or snuffling: 
its drigin from a disease occa^oned by a conflict betwixt 
the Flesh and the Spirit. Inspired vessels, like lanterns, 
bave a sorry sooty outside. Fanaticism deduced from 
the Ancients, in thehr Orgies, Bacchanals, &c. Of their 
gireaf laseiviousness on those occasions. The Fapatics 
of the first centuries, and those of later times, generally 
agr^'e in the same principle, of improviog spiritual into 
narnal ejaculsitionS) &c^ 

THE BATTLB OP THB BOOKS* 

Th^ Preface informs us, this piece was written in 1 6§7, 
on accoutit of a famous dispute about Antient and Mo- 
dem Leaming, between Sir William Temple Mid the 
Eairl of Orrery on the one side, and Mr. Wc^tton and 
Bentley on the other. 

War and Invasions generally proceed from the attacks 
of Want and Poverty upon Plenty and Riches. Ther 
M^jd^ms quarrel with the Ancients, about the possessioQ 
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of the highest top of Parnassus ; and desire them to suiv- 
render it, or to let it be levelled. The answer of the 
Ancients not accepted. A war ensues ; in which riviilets 
of ink are spilt ; and both parties hang out their trophies, 
books of controverey. These books haunted with disor- 
derly spirits ; though often bound to the peace in Libra- 
ries. The Author's advice in this case neglected : which 
occasions a terrible fight in St. James's Library. Dr. 
Bentley, the Libraiy-keeper, a great enemy to the An- 
cients. The Moderns, finding themselves fifty thousand 
strong, give the Ancients ill language. Temple, a fa- 
vourite of the Ancients. An incident of a quan*el be- 
-^ween a Bee and a Spider; with their ai'guments on 
both sides, ^sop applies them to tlie present dis- 
pute. The OTder of battle of the Moderns, and names of 
thek" leaders. The leaders of the Ancients. Jupiter 
calls a Council of the Gods, and consults the books of 
Fate; and then sends his orders below. Momus brings 
the news to Criticism; whosei^abitation and company s 
described. She arrives ; and sheds her influence on bar 
son Wotton. The battle described. Paracelsus ea- 
gages Galen; Aristotle aims at Bacon, and kills Des- 
cartes; Homer overthi-ows Gondibert, kills Denham and 
Wesley,* Perrault,! and FonteneHe.J Encounter <if 
Virgil and Dry den ; of Lucan and Blackmore ; of Creech 

* Samuel Wesley, rector of Oraftesbjr and Epworth, in Lincoln- 
»hire. Ee died April 25, 1735. N- 

f Charles Perrault, author of a poem entitled, " Le Siecle de 
Louis le Grand,** in which tlie modern authors are exalted above 
the ancient; and of several other curions works. He was bom in 
1^6, and died in 1703. He had three brothers, who were all like- 
wise writers of eminence. N.. 

X The celebrated author of the Plurality of Worlds; who died in 
1756, when he wanted only i few days of completiug his hundredth 
year. N. 
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and Horace ; of Pindar and Cowley. The episode of 
Bentley and Wotton. Bentley's armour. His speech to 
the modern generals. Scaliger's answer. Bentley and 
Wotton inarch together. Bentley attacks Phalaris and 
^sop. Wotton attacks Temple in vain. Boyle pur- 
sues Wotton ; and, meeting Bentley in his way, he pur- 
sues and kills them both. 
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AUTHOR'S APOLOGY- 



Junes, no9. 

IF good and ill nature equally operated upon mankind, 
I might have saved myself ^e trouble of this Apology j 
for it is manifest by the reception the following discootse 
'has met with, that those who approve it, are a great 
majority amc^ng the men of taste: yet there have been 
two or tliree treatises written expressly against it, be- 
side many others tliat have flirted at it occasionally, 
without one syllable having been ever published in ite 
defence, or even quotation to its advantage, that I can 
remeipbcr, except by the polite Author of a late Di^ 
eoui*se between a Deist and a SxiciniaB. 

Therefore, since the book se^ms calculated to live, at 
least as long as oiur language and our taste admit no 
great alterations, I am content to convey some Apolc^ 
along with it. 

The greatest part of that book was finished ab^ 
thirteen years since, 1696, which is eight years beforeit. 
was published. The author was then young, his inv€&- ; 
tion at the height^ and his reading fresh in his head. By ^ 
the assistance of some thinking, and much conversation, 
he had endeavoured to strip himself of as many real pre- 
judices as he could : I say real ones, because, under the 
notion of prejudices^ he knew to what dangerous heighte i 
some men have proceeded. Thus prepared, he thought 
the numerous and gross corruptions in religion and learn- 
ing, might furnish Inatter for a satire, that would be lese^^ 
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fill bdA divertii^. He resolved to proceed in a maaoer 
that should be altogether new, the woHd baTing been al- 
ready too long nauseated i^itb endless repetitions upon 
ev:etj subject. The abuses in religiop, he proposed to 
set forth in th^ all^pry of tlie coats and the three bro« 
Uiers,- which was to make up the body of the digcourse : 
those in learning, he chose to introduce by way of digres- 
sions. He was then a young gentleman much in the 
world, and wrote to the taste of those who were like 
liiniself; theref6re, in order to allure them, hegastre a li- 
berty to his pen, which might not suit with maturer years, 
or-grayer characters, and which he could have easily 
^rrected with a very few blots, had he been master ^-, 
of hi§ papei's, for a year or two before their pubhcation. 

Not that he would have governed his judgment by the 
ill-prtaced cavils of the sour, the envious, the stupid, and 
the tasteless, which he mentions with disdain. He ac^ 
knowledges there are several yo^thful sallies, which from 
the grave and the wise may deserve a rebuke. But he 
de^res to be answerable no farther than he is guilty, and 
that bis faults may not be multiplied by the ignorant, the 
unnatural, and uncharitable applications of those, who 
have neitlier candour to suppose good meanings, nor pa- 
late to distinguish true ones. After which, he will for- 
ii^t his life, if any. one opinion can be fairly deduced 
firc^ tibat book, which is contrary to religion or moral- 

, Why should any clergyman of our church be angry 
. to see the follies of fanaticisin and superstition exposed, 
tliough in the most ridiculous manner; since that is per- 
liaps the most probable way to cure them, or at least to 
lander them. from farther spre^ing.^ Besides, though it 
JTM not intended for their perusal, ikrallies nothing Iftit 
'prhat they preach agaii^. It contains nothing to pro- 
i?H>ke them by the least scurrility upon their persons pr 
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their functions. It celebrates the Church of Ei^and* 
as the most perfect of all others, in disdpline and doc- 
trine ; it advances no opinion they reject, nor condemns 
any they receive. If the clergy's resentment lay upon 
their hands, in my humble opimcoi, they might have 
found more proper objects to employ them on; nandum 
libi defuit hostis ; I mean those heavy illiterate scribblers, 
prostitute in their reputations, vicious in their lives, and 
ruined in their fortunes : who, to the shame of good 
sense as well as piety^ are greedily read, merely upon 
the strength of bold, false, impious assei'tions, mixed witii 
unmannerly reflections upon the priesthood, and openly 
intended against all religion : in short, full of such prin- 
ciples as are kindly received, because they are levelled 
to remove those terrors^ that religion tells meft will be 
the consequence of immoral lives. Nothing like which 
is to be met with in this discourse, though some of them 
are pleased so freely to censure it. And I wish there 
were no other instance of what I have too frequently ob • 
served, that many of that reverend body ai-e not always 
very nice in distinguishing between their enemies and 
their friends. 

Had the author's intentions met with a more candid 
interpretation from some, whom out of" respect he for- 
bears to name, be might have been encoiuaged-to an ex- 
amination of books written by some of those authors 
above described, whose errors, ignorance, dullness, and 
villany, he thinks he could hare detected and exposed 
in such a manner, that the persons who are most con- 
ceived to be affected by them, would soon lay them aside 
and be ashamed; but he has now given over those 
thoughts ; since the weightiest* men, in the weightiest 
stations, are pleased to diink it a more dangerous pointj 

* Alluding to Abp. Sharpens representation of the author. H. 
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to.lau^at these corruptioas in reli^D, whidi they them- 
seiv^ must disapprove, than to endeavour pulling up 
those very foundations, wherein all Christians have 
agiteed. 

He thinks it no fadr proceeding, that any person should 
offer 4eterniinately to jfix a name upon the author /^f this 
discoui'se, who hath all along concealed himself from 
most of his nearest friends : yet several have gone a step 
farther, and pronounced another book* to have been the 
woirk of the same hand with this, which the author direct- 
ly affirms to be a thorough mistake ; he having yet never 
so much as read that discourse : a plain instance bow 
Uttle truth there often is in general surmises, or incon- 
jectwes drawn from a similitude of style or way of thinkr 
ing. 

Had the author written a book to expose the abuses in 
law» or ia physic, he believes the learned professors in 
either faculty would have been so far from resenting it, 
as to have given him thanks for his pains, especially if 
he had made an honourable reservalioi) for the ti*ue prac- 
tice of either science ; but religion, they tell us, oughts 
not to be ridiculed ; and they tell us truth : yet surely 
the conniptions in it may ; for we are taught by the . 
tritest maxims in the world, that religion being the best ( 
of things, its corruptions are likely to be the worst. 

There is one thing which the judicious reader cannot but 
have observed, that some o{|l]ose passages in this discoiirse, 
which appear most liable to objection, are what^they call 
parodies, where the author personates the style and man- 
ner of other writers, whom he has a mind to expose. I 
itmll produce one instance of a passage in which Dry den, 
L'Estrangey and some others I ^all not nstme, are level- 
fed at, who having spent their lives in faction, and apos- 

* Tke " Letter on Enthusiatnn/' See r- 9. N. 
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tacies, and all manner of vice, pretended to be suffereis 
for loyalty and religion. So Dry den tells us in one of 
his prefaces, of kis tnerits and sufferings^ and thanks God 
that he possesses his soul in patience ; in other place^e 
talks at the same rate; and L^Estrange often uses the 
like style ; and I believe the reader may find mcwre pei^ 
sous to give that passage an application ; but this is ^ 
enough to direct tbose^ who may have overlooked the 
author's mtention. 

There are three or four other passages, which prejudi- 
ced or ignorant readers have drawn by great force to hint 
at ill meanings; as if they glanced at some tenets in religion. 
In answer to all which, the author solemnly protests, he is 
entirely innocent; and never had it once in liis thouglits, 
that any thing he said would in the least be capable of 
such interpretations, which he will engage to deduce ftilJ 
as fairly from the most innocent book in the world. And 
it will be obvious to every reader, that this was not any 
part of his scheme or design, the abuses he notes being 
such as all Church-of-£ngland men agree in; nor was it 
proper for his subject to meddle with other points than 
such as have been perpetually controverted since the 
Reformation. 

To instance only in that passage about the three 
wooden machines, mentioned in the Introduction : in the 
oi-iginal manuscript there was a description of a fourth, 
which those who had'the papers in their power, blotted 
out, as haying something in it of satire, that I suppose 
they thought was too particular ; and therefore they were 
foixed to change it to the number three, whence some 
have endeavoured to squeeze out a dangerous meaning, 
that was never thought on. And indeed the conceit was 
ha^* spoiled by changing the numbers; that of four be- 
-iag much more cabalbtic, and therefore better exposipg 
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the pretended virtue of numbers, a superstition there in 
tended to be ridiculed. 

Aoother thing to be observed is, that there generally 
runs an irony through the thread of the whole book, 
ivhich the men of taste will observe and distinguish ; and 
which will render some objections, that have been made, 
very weak and insignificant. 

This Apology being chiejQy intended for the satisfac- 
tion of future readers, it may be thought unne^ssary to 
take any notice of such treatises as have been written 
Against the ensuing discourse, which ai*e already sunk 
into waste paper and oblivion, aftei' the usual fate of 
common answerei*s to books which are allowed to have 
any merit : they are indeed like annuals, tliat grow about 
a young tiee, and seem to vie with it for a summer, but 
fall and die with the leaves in autumn, and are never 
heard of more. When Dr. Eachard writ his book about 
the contempt of the clergy, numbers of these answerers 
immediately started up, whose memory if he had not 
kept alive by his replies, it would now be utterly un- 
known that he was ever answered at all. There is in- 
deed an exceptiop, when any great genius thinks it worth 
his while to expose a foolish piece ; so we still read Mar- 
veil's answer to Parker,^ with pleasure, though the book 
it answers be sunk long ago ; so the Earl of Orrery's Re-' 
marks will be read with delight, when the dissertation he 
exposes will Neither be souglit nor found :f but these are 
DO enterprises for common hands, nor to be hoped for 
above once or twice in an age. Men would be more eau- 

•Parker, afterwards Bishop of Oxford, wrote nian7 treatisetf 
against the^ni^ters, ** with insolence and contempt,'* says Burnet, 
**ihat enra^Tuiem beyond measure;" for which he was chastised 
hy Andrew MarveU, nnder-secretary to Milton, in a little b<H)k cal- 
led ^ The Rehearsal transprosed." H. 

tBoyle*s ** Remarks upon Bentley's Dissertation on 'the £pistle8 
ofPhalaris." H. 

VOL. III. B 
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tious of loang their time in such aa undertaking, if Aerf 
did but consider, tiiat to answer a book efTeciually re- 
quires more pains and skill, more wit, learning, and judg^ 
ment, than were employed in the writing of it And 
the author assures those gentlemen, who have given them- 
selves that trouble with him, that his discourse is the pro- 
duct of the study, the observation, and the invention of 
several years; that he often blotted out much more than 
he left; and if his papers had not been a long time out 
of his possession, they must have still undergone more 
severe corrections. And do they think such a building 
is to be battered with dirt-pellets, however envenomed 
the mouths may be that discharge them ? He has seei^ 
.the productions but of two answerers, one of which at 
first appeared as from an unknown hand, but since avow- 
ed by a person, who, upon some occasions, has discover- 
ed no ill vein of humour. It^is a pity any occasion 
should put him under a necessity of being so hasty io 
Jiis productions, which, otherwise, might be entertaining. 
But there were other reasons obvious enough for his mis- 
carriage in this; he writ against the conviction (^ his ta- 
lent, and entered upon one of the wrongest attempts in 
nature, to turn into ridicule by a week's labour, a work, 
which had cost so much time, and met with so much sue- 
cess in ridiculing others : the manner how he handled his 
subject I have now forgotten, having just looked it over, 
when it first came out, as otl^rs did, merely for the sake 
of the title.* 

The other answer is from a person of a graver charae- 
t^, and is made up of half invective, and half annota- 

* " This,'* says Swift very gravely, " we cannot recover at pre- 
sent, it being absolutely forgotten, the oldest booksellers in trade 
know nothing of it.*' The title was, ^* Some Remarks on the Tale 
ef a Tub ; tb which are annexed, Miilly of Mountoun, and Orpheu* 
and Eurydice. By the author of the Journey to London, no4," 8 vo.- 
it 18 inserted in tke first volame of Dr. King's Works, 1776,^ ^ 209. PT. 
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tioii;^i&t1ie latter of ivhich he has generally succeeded 
vrtU enough* And the project at that time was not amiss 
to driaw In readers to hk pamphlet, several having ap- 
peared de»rous, that there might be some explication of 
tlie more difficult passages; Neither can be be altogether 
Mafined for offering at the invective part, because it is 
agreed On ail hands, that the author had given him suffi- 
cient provocation. The great objection is against his 
manner of treating it, very unsuitable to one of Ids func- 
tion. It was determined by a fair majority, that this an- 
swerer had, in^a way not to be pardoned, drawn his pen 
against a certain great man then alive, and universally 
reverenced for every good quality that could possibly 
enter into the composition of the most accomplished per- 
son ; it was observed,^ how he was pleased and affected 
to have that noble writer called his adversarr; and it 
' was a point of satire well, directed ; for I have been told 
Sir W iflianL^ Efimple was sufficiently mortified at the 
terra. All the men of wit and politeness were immedi- 
ately tip in ai-ms through indignation, which prevauled 
over their contempt by the consequences they appre- 
hended from such an example ; and it grew Foi-senna's 
case'; idem trecefUi juravmus. In short, things were 
ripe for a general insurrection, till my Lord Orrery had 
a Httle laid die spirit, and settled the ferment. But, his 
Idrdship being principally engaged with another antago- 
nist,^ it was thought necessary^ in order to quiet the minds 
of men, that this opposer should receive areprimand* 

*^ Wotton^s Defence of his Reflections upon Ancient and Mod em 
liearning. From the annotations are selected the notes signed W- 
WoiUm. ThtiNl^ottoa appears busied to illustrate a work, wliich he 
laboured to condemn, and adds force to a satire pointed againal^r 
liims^lf ; as captives were bound to the chariot-wheel of the victoir^ 
and compelled to increase the pomp of his triumph,^ whom tliejr had ia 
vain attempted to defeat: W. B. 

^ Bentley concerning Phalaris and Maop. H. 
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y( I which pai'tly occasioned that discourse of the Battle of the 
V I Books ; and the author was farther at the pains to insert 
one or two remarks on him in the body of the book. 

This answerer has been pleased to find fault with 
about a dozen passages, which the author will not be at 
the trouble of defending; farther than by assuring the 
reader, that, for the greater part, the reflecter is entirely 
mistaken, and forces Interpretations which never once 
entered into the writer's head, nor will (he is sure) into 
that of any reader of taste and candour. He allows two 
or three at most there produced, to have been delivered 
unwaiily ; for which he desu'es to plead the excuse of- 
fered already, of his youth and firanknessof speech, and 
his papers being out of his power at the time they were 
published. 

But this answerer insists, and says, what he chiefly 

dislikes, is the design; what that was, I have already 

told, and I believe there is not a person in England who 

\ x^n understand that book, that ever imagined i^ to be 

I any thing else, but to expose the abuses and corruptions^ 

* in iearning and religion. 

But it would be good to know what design this reflector 
was serving, when he concludes his pamphlet with a cau- 
tion to the reader, to beware of thinking the authoc's 
wit was entirely his own: surely this must have had 
some allay of personal animosity at least, mixed with the 
design c^ serving the public^ by so useful a discovery f 
and it indeed touches the author in a tender point; 
"who insists upon it, that through the whole book he has 
not borrowed one single hint from any writer in the 
world ; and he thought, of all critidsms, thfit would ne- 
ver have been one. He conceived, it was never dis- 
puted to be an original, whatever faults it might have. 
However, tliis answerer produces three instances to prove 
this author's wit is not his own in many places. The 
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* iii?st is, that the names of Peter, Martin, and Jack, are 
borrowed from a letter (^ the late Duke of Buckingham.^ 
Whatever wit is contain^ in those thi*ee names, the au- 
th^ is content to^ve it up, and desires his readers will 
subtract as puch as they placed upon that account^ 
at the same time protesting solemnly, that he never once 
heard of that letter, except in this passage of the answer- 
er, so that the names were not borrowed, as he affirms, 
though they should happen to be the same; which how- 
ever is odd enough, and what he hardly believes.; that 
of Jack being not quite so obvious as the other twa 
The second instance to show the author's wit is not his 
own, is -Peter's banter (as he calls it in his Alsatia\ 
phrase) upon transubstantiation, which is taken from the 
«ame duke V conference with an Irish priest, where a cork 
isiumed into a horse. This the author confesses to have 
seen about ten yeai-s after his book was written, and a 
year or two after it was published. JNFay, the answerer 
avertbrows this himself; for lie allows the Tale was 
written in 1697; and 1 think that pamphlet was not 
printed in many years after. It was necessary thateor- 
riyition should have some allegoiy, as well as the rest ; 
and the author invented the properesthe could, without 
kiqiUFS^ what other people had written; and the com- 
mcMiest i^eader will find, there is not the least resemblance 
betw^u the two stories. The third instance is in these 
mords; " I have been assured, that the Battle in St 
^ames^s Libraiy is mtU&tis inuitmdis^ taken out of a 
French book, entitled, Cmnbat des Livres, if I misre- 
inember npt." In vhich passage there are two clauses 
observable fi/ have been assured; and, ejf I misremem* 
ter not. 1 desire first to know whether, if that conjee- 

* Viiliers^ the second duke. H. 

f The nick-name of White Fryars. See p. 34, IV. 



30 A TALE OF A TUB. 

tixre proTes an utteir falsehood, those two clauses wlB^ be 
a sufficient excuse for this worthy crMc. The matter Is a 
trifle; but, would he v6ntinre to ^[nronounce tit^fais rate < 
upon one of greater moment ? I know nothing mare ^n- 
temptible in a writer, than the char^ctar of a plIigiEffy; 
which he here fixes at a venture; and this not for a pa»> 
sage hut a whole discotirse, tajcen out i»>m another hoiok^^ 
only mutatis mutandis. The author is as mUjDh m thtv 
dark about this, as the answerer; and will imitate him 
hy an affirmation at random ; that if there be a word ot 
truth in this reflection, he .is a pialtry, imitatii^ pedint^ 
and Uie answerer is a person of wit, manners, and tiiitk 
He takes this boldness from never having seen any sttek 
treatise in his life, nor heard of it before; and he is isuie 
iXh impossible for two writers, of different times and 
countries, to agree in their thoughts afiter such a master, 
that two continued discourses shall be t^e ssoiie, toly 
mutatis mutandis. Keither will' he insist upon the mis^ 
take in the title; but let the answerer and hb f]rien4 
produce any book they please, he defies them to d^w 
one single particular, where the judicious reader wiB 
affirm he has been obliged for the smallest hint ; giving 
only allowance for the accidental encountering of a sin- 
gle thought, which he knows may sometimes happen; 
though he has never yet found it in that discourse, nor has 
heard it objected by any body else. 

So that if ever any design was unfortunately "executed, 
it must be that of this answerer ; who, when he would 
have it obseived, that the author's wit is none of his 
own, is able to produce but three instances, twg of them 
mere tiifles, and all thiee manifestly false. If this be 
the way these gentlemen deal with the world in those 
criticisms, where we have not leisure to defeat them, 
their readei-s had need be cautious how they rely upon 
their credit ; as^d whether this proceeding can. be recoa-v 
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dMl t& iHimaiiky or truth, Jet those, who think it worth 
their while^ deteriBine. 

i It ia^^iigreed, this apgwc^^ would have succeeded much 
^heiter, if he ^ad stuck wholly to his businesaps a cpm- 
ffi^tator upon the " Tale of a. Tub," wherein it cannot 
be denied that he hath been of some service to the pub- 
lic, «id hath given veiy fair conjectures towards clear- 
ti^ Up. some difiicult passages; ixit, it is the frequent 
-arror of those men (otherwise very commendable for 
thi^ labours) to make excursions beyond their talent and 
tteir offic^^ by pretending to pcont put the beauties and 
the faults I which is no part of their trade, which they 
.always fail in, whicjb the i^oi-ld ©ever expected from 
ihejD), nor gave them any thanks for endeavouring at. 
The p^ of jMinellius, or Farnaby,* would have fallen 
in^ with his genius, and might hav^ been serviceable to 
many readers^ who cannot enter into the abstruser parts 
tyf that discourse ; but optat epMppia bospiger : the dulls 
UBwieldy, iHnshaped ox, would needs put on the furni- 
^e of^a horse, not conf idering he was bom to labour, to 
plow the ground for Uie sake of superior beings, and that 
he hfts neither the shape, mettle, nor speed of that noble 
animal he w<mld ^affect to personate. 

It is another pattern of this answerer's fair dealing, tc^ 
giye us iButs that the aiUhor is dead, and yet to lay tho 
m^eion Upon somebody, I know not who, in the coun- 
tiy; to which can only be retui-ned, that he is absolutely 
nnstaken in all his conjectures; and sorely conjectures 
are, at best, too light a preteni^ to allow a man to assign 
a name in public. He condemns a book, and consequent- 
ly the author, of whom he is utterly ignorant ; yet at 
die same time fixes, in print, what he thinks a disad- 

* Low conunentators, who wrote BQtei opOB olassic siitlion for 
tile nse of sckoolbo^^. If, 
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rantageoiis character upon those who neyer deseryed it. 
A man, whorecefveg a buflfet in the dark, may be allow- 
ed to be vexed; but it i& an odd kind of revenge, to go 
to ciifl&/ in bro&d day, with the first he meets, and lay 
the last night's ii^my at his door. And thu&tmich for 
this discreet, candidj pious, and ingenious answerer. 

How the author came to be without his papers, is a 
story not proper to be told, and of very little use, beii^ 
a private fact; of which the reader would believe as lit- 
tle, or as much, as he thought good^ He had howev^ 
a blotted copy by him, which he intended to have writ- 
ten over with many alteratiops, and this the publishers 
were well aware of, having put it into the bookseller's pre- 
face, that they apprehended a suireptitious copy, which 
was to he altered, <&c. This, though not regarded by 
readers, was a real truth, only the surreptitious copy wjds 
rather that which was printed; and they made all the 
haste th^ could, idacb indeed was needless, Ahe author* 
not being at sdl preparedf but he has been told the book'* 
seller was in much pain, having given a good sum of mo- 
ney for the copy. 

In tlie author's cnrigtnal copy, there were not so many 
chasms as appear in die book; and why some of them 
were left, he knows not : had the publication been trust- 
ed to him, he would have made several corrections of 
passages, against iirhich nothing has been evel* ofc^cted. 
He would likewise have altered a few of those, that seem 
with any reason to be excepted against; but, to deal free* * 
ly, the greatest number he should have left untouched, 
as never-suspecting it possible any wr<M]g interpretations 
could be made of them. 

The author observes, at the end of the book there Is 
a discourse, called "A Fragment;" which he more 
wondered to see in print, than all the rest; having been 
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-ir-' 

a most iioperfect Aetch, with the, addition of a few looise 
bints, which he. once lent a gentleman, who had designed 
a discourse on somewhat the same subject; he nevei; 
thought oi \i afterwards; and it was a sufficient surprise 
to see it meced up together, wholly out of the method 
and schei^ he had intended, for it was the groundwork 
of a puch l2U[ger discourse ; and he was sorry to observe 
the luaterials so foolishly employed. 

Th^re is one farther ol^ectioD made by those who 
ha¥e answered this book, as well as by some others, that 
Peter is jfrequently made to repeat oaths and curses. 
Every reader observes, it ^as necessaiy tof know that 
Peter did sweat and curse. The oaths are not printed 
out, but only supposed; and the idea of an oath is not 
Immoral, like the idea of a profane cnf immodest speechi. 
A man may laugh at the p<^ish folly of curdng people 
to Hell, and imagine them swearing, without any crime ; 
but lewd words,, or dangerous opinions, though printed by 
halves, fill the reader's mind with ill ideas ; and of these 
the author cannot be accused. For the judicious reader 
will fiad, that the severept strokes of satire in his bo(^ 
are levelled against the modern custtoa of employing wil 
up^ those tq)ics^ of which there is a remarkable in^ 
stance in the 156th and 157 th> pages, as well as in seve^ 
ral others, though perhaps Once or twice expressed in too- 
free a manner, excusable only for the reasons akeady a])- 
Xeged. Some overtures have been made by a third hand 
toi the bookseller^ for the author's altering those passages^ 
which he thought might require it; but it seems the 
bookseller will not hear of any such thing, being appre*^ 
kensive it might spoil the sale of the book. 

The author cannot ccmdude tliis Apology without 
Viaking this one reflection ; that, as wit is the noblest andi 
most ^useful gift of human nature, so humour is the mosti 
agreeable f and ifliere these twa enter far into thecomi- 
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f psiUoD of any work, they will render it always acc^t* 
able to the world. Now, the great part of thole whfe 
have no share or taste of either, but by their pride, 
dantry, and ill manners, lay themselves hare to the las! 
of both, think the blow is weak, because they are insen- 
sible; and where wit has any mixture of rflSlery, it Ir 
but calling it banter, and the work is done. This polite 
word of theirs, was first borrowed from the bullies in 
White Fryars;^ then fell among ^ footmen; and at 
last retired ta the pedant? ; by whom it is applied as 
properly to the production of wit, asif I should apply it 
ta Sir Isaac Newton's ^mathematics ; but, if this banter- 
ing, as they call it, be so despisable a thing, whence 
^mes it to pass they, have such a perpetual itch toward 
it themselves ? To instance only in the answerer al- 
ready mentioned : it is grievous to see him in some of 
liis writings,^ at every turn going out of his way to be 
wa^ish, to tell us of a cow that pricked up her tail; 
and in his answer to this discourse he says, it is all a 
farce and a ladle f with other passages equally shining^ 
One may say of these mpedinunta Uterarum, that wit 
owes them a shame ; and they cannot take wiser couo^ 
sel, than to keep out of harm's way, or at least not t^- 
eome till they are sure they are called. 

To conclude : with those allowances above required 
Ais book should be read; after which, the author con- 
ceives) few Uiings will remain which may nqt be excus^ 
m a youti^ writer. He wrote only to the men of wit 
and taste ; and he thinks he is not mistaken in his ae^ 
counts, when he says they have be^n all of hb sid^ 
enough to give him the vanity of telling laa name ^ 
wherein the world, with all its wise conjectures, is yet. 
very much in tlie dark; which circumstance is no di9as' 
gr^eable amusement either to the public or himseK. 

* See p. 29, W. 
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The ftttthor is infonned, that the bookseller has pre- 
vailed OD several gentleineQ to mite some exi^aiiflitor7 
note^; for the goodness <^ "which he is not to answeiv 
W, having never seen any of them, nor intending it till they 
appear in print ; when it is not unlikely he may have the 
pleasu^to find tweiity meanings^ urMch never entcared 
into his imagination. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Since the writing of this, which was about a year ago; 
a prostitute bookseller has published a foolish paper, un- 
der the name of " Notes on the Tale of a Tub," with 
some account of the author; and with an insolence, 
which I suppose is punidiable by law, has presumed to 
assign cei-tain names. It will l)e enough for the author 
to assure the world, that the writer of that paper is ut- 
terly wrong in all his conjectures upon that affair. The 
jauthor farther asserts, that the whole work is entirely of 
lone hand, which every reader of judgment will easily 
distover; the gentleman, who gave the copy to the 
bookseller, being a friend of the author, and using no 
other liberties, beside that of exptmging certain pas* 
sages, where now the chasms appear under the name of 
desiderata. But, if any person will prove his claim 
to three lines in the whole book, let hira step forth and 
tell his name and titles ; upon which the bookseller shall 
have orders to prefix them to the next edition, and the 
claiaiant shall from henceforward he acknowledged the 
undisputed author. 

Treatises written hy the same author, most of them men- 
tioned in thefoUamng discourses : which iviU he speedi-- 
ly published, 

A character of the present set of wits in this islmid. 
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A panegyrical essay upon the number Three. 

A dffisertatiou upon the principal productions of Grub- 
gtreet 

Lectures upon a dissection of Human Nature. 

A panegyric upon the World. 

An analytical discourse upon Zeal, Mstori-tl^^hysi' 
togUdUy considered. 

A general history of Ears. 

A modest defence of the proceedings of the Rabble 
in all ages. 

A description of die Kingdom of Absurdities.* 

A vpyage into England, by a person of quality in ter^ 
xa mstraUs ineognUai translated from the original. 

A critical essay upon the art of Canting, philosophi- 
cally, physically, and musically considered. . 

* As a part of this description^ the following sketches are eopxed 
from Swift^s own hand writing: *Mn the Kingdom of Absurdities. 
The bells of glass, with iron clappers. The houses of gunpowder ; . 
and as thej are apt to get ^ipnk» they l^ve candles lighting, so that 
they have fires very frequently. The xhildreii always die there be- 
fore their parents. There is a sort of flying insect in their jakes, 
whic^ has cruel teeth, and £s fond of human testicles; so that when 
a man goes there upon his OQcasioos, it is forty to one but he comes 
away without them. Nothing is so eaay as to destroy those animals ;, 
and yet a«k the reason, why they do it not .^ they say, It ^aa their 
•aceftors^cnstdm of <>ld,'* N. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 



^OHN LORD SOMERS. 

My Lord, 

A.LTHOUGH tiie author has writtei^ a large dedica- 
tion, yet that being addressed tQ a prince, whom I am 
never likely to have tlie honour of being known to : a 
person besides, as far as I can observe, not at all regard- 
ed, or thought on by any of our present writers; and 
being wholly free from that slavery, which hoclisellacs 
usually lie under, to the caprices of authors; I think it 
a wise piece of presumption to inscribe these papers 
to your lordship, and to implore your. lordship'« protec- 
tioa of them. God and your lordshiprknow their foults^ 
and their merits; for, as to my own particular, I am alto^ 
gether a stranger to the matter; and though every body 
else should be equally ignorant, I do not fear the sale of 
the book, at all the wm'se, upoa Uiat score. Tour lord- 
ship's name on the front ia ea^ntal letters will at any 
time get off one edition: neither weukL I desire any 
other help to grow an alderman, than a patent for the 
sole privilege of dedicating to. your lordships 

I should now, in right of a dedicator, give your lord- 
ship a list of your, own vutues, and at the same time be 
v«ry unwilling to offend your modesty ;; but chiefly, I 
should celebrate your liberadity towards men of great 
parts and small fortunes, and^veyou broad hints, that 
I mean myself. And. I was just going on, m the usuaF 
vethodj to peruse a hundred or two of dedications, and 
|Nu38cribe an abstract to be applied to ypur lordship;; 
luit I was diverted by a certain accide&t : &r^ uigou \bft 
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eoven of these papeidi, I c^^ually obserred writtaai ui 
tege letteift the two followkig words, PETUR DlG- 
NISSIMO: which, for aught I knew, might coataia 
fiome ifflpoftant meaning. Bat it unluckily feU out, that 
none of the authors I employ understood Latin (though 
I haye diemi^n in pay to translate out oPDiat lan- 
guage). I was tberefc^ compelled to have recourse to 
the curate of our parish, who Englished it thus : . '' Let 
it he giveu to the worthiest :^' and his comment was, that 
the authcNT meant his work should be dedicated to the 
sftblim^ gemus of the age for wit, learning, judgment, 
eloquence, and wisdom, I called at a, poet's chamber 
(who woi^ for my shop) in an alley hard-by, showed him 
the translatKin, and desired his o[naion, who it was that 
Ae author could mean : he told me, after some consider 
ration, ** that Tanity was a Uiing he abhon^ed ; but, by 
the description, he thought himself to be the person aim* 
ed at ;■' and at the same time, he veiy kindly offered his 
own assistance gratis towards penning a dedication to 
himself. I desired Jhim, however, to give a second 
guess: " Why, then," said he, " it must be I, or my 
Lord Somers." From thence I went to sevei^al other 
wits of my acquaintance, with no small hazard and wea<^ 
;riness to my person^ from a prodigious number of dark». 
windingstairs; but found them all in the same story, 
both of yoiu" lordship and themselves. Now your lord* 
ship is to understand, that this proceeding was not of my 
own invention; for I have somewhere heard, it is a 
maxim, that those to whom every body allows the second 
place, have an undoubted title to the first. 

This infallibly conidnced me^ that your tordship^waa 
the person intended by the author. But being very un- 
acquainted ^ in the style and form ot dedications, I fo^ 

* Very uruuqtutinted in, &c. is an impropriety of speech ; It 
Ik^, * very litUe acq^uainted with«* &c^ ^ 
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jpIoy€d those i^s rfor^stiid, to fiinnfii me nrlth^ Mnttf and 
itiatedals, towards a panegTiic upoki jour lorddHp's 
Tktdes. 

In two days they brought me ten sf^els of paper, fill^ 
ed up^^ eveiy ^e. They swore to me, that they had 
ed whatever could be iSouiid in the daracters of 
Socrates, Anstides, Epaminondas, Cato, ^Tully, Attieos, 
and other hard namies, whidi I cannot now irecoUect 
However, I have reason to believe, they hnposed upon 
my ignorance ; because, when I came to read over their 
collections, there was not a syUsdjle'tfa^re^ but what! and 
eVery body else knew as well abthefiiBelvesi therefore I 
grievously suspect a cheat; and that these authcHTS of 
mkie stole and transcribed everj' word fi-om the univer- 
j^l report of mankind. So thatTlook updn myself as- 
fifty shillings out of pocket, to no manner of piurpose. 

If, by altering the title, I could make the same mate-^ 
Xials serve for another dedication (as my betters have 
done) it would help to make up my loss; but I have 
made several persons dip here and there in those papers* 
and before they read three lines, they have all assured me 
plainly, that they cannot possibly be applied to any per* 
son beside your lordship. 

I expected, indeed, to have heard of your lordship's 
bravery at the head of an army; of your undaunted 
courage in mounting a breacli, or scaling a wall ; or, to 
have had your pedigree traced in a lineal descent from 
the house of Aiistria ; or, of your wonderful talent at 
dress and dancing ; or your profound knowledge in alge- 
hrOy metaphysics^ and the omnto/ tongues* But to ply 
flie World with an old beaten story of your wit, and 
eloquence, and learning, and wisdom, and justice, and 
teness, and candour, and evenness of temper in aU 
scenes of life ; of that great discernment in discov^:^ 
i^ ^nd readiness in favouring deservii^ men ; with 
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forty odierc<Nmiiotiiopi<;d; I confess, I have neither 
coiiscieDce, nor countenaDce to do it. Because there 
is no virtue, either of a public or private life, wMch 
some cirGutnstaoces of your own have not often pro- 
duced iipon die stage of the world ;^ and those few^ 
which, for want oi occasions to exert them, iniglit other- 
wise have passed unseen, or unobserved, by your fiends, 
your enemies have at len^tlL thought to lightf 

It is true, t should be very loath the bright e^an^ile of 
your Jindship^s virtues should be lost to after ages, botb 
for their sake and your own : but chiefly because they 
will be so very necessary to adorn the histoiy of a late 
reign 4 and that is another reason why I woidd fwbear 
to make a redtal of them here ; because I have been 
told by wise men, that, ^ dedications have run for some 

* This distinguished lawyer was born at Worcester in 1652. He 
was ferst taken notice of at the trial of the Seven Bishops, for whoin 
he was one of the counsel ; and it mfiy be here not improperly ob- 
served, that all the counsel for the bishops were men of uncommon 
eminence in their profession. Mr. Somers, in particular, displayed 
an eloquence di\ that Occasion, worthy of Athens or Rome, when 
they produced their mdst finished orators ; and an honest eeal for 
liberty no less worthy of those republics, when they produced thieir 
most distinguished'patriots. Soon after the accession of King William, 
he was appointed solicitor-general, and received the honour of 
knighthood. He was niade attorney general in April, 1692 ; and 
lord keeper in March following. In 1697, he was created Lord So' 
mers, baron of Evesham, and made lord chancellor of fingland ; from 
which post he was removed in 1700, and in 1701 was impeached by 
the commons^ but acquitted on his trial by the lords^ He then appli- 
ed himself to study : and was chosen preadeni-of the Royal Society; 
In 1706, he projected the Union ; in 1708, was made president of the- 
council, whence he was removed at the chai^^ in 1710. Toward the 
latter end of Queen Anne^s reign^ he grew very infirm y which pro- 
bably was the reason why he had no other post than, a seat at' the- 
eouncil-table on the accession of King George I. He died of an apo- 
plectic fit, April 26, 1716, after having for some time unfortunately 
survived the powers of his understanding. N. 
f See the Journal to SteHa, Jan. 24, 1710ull. N^ 
X King Williani?s ; whose memory he defended in the House of 
iiords against some invidious reflections of the Earl of Nottingham. 
H. 
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years past, a good h^torian will not be apt to have re^ 
course tbither in search of characters. 

There is one point, wherein I think we d^cators 
would do well to change our measures; I mean, instead 
of ninnii^ on so far upon the praise of our patron's libe- 
rality, to spend a word or two in admiring^ their patience. 
I cm put no greater compliment on your lorddbip's, than 
by giving you so ample an occadon to exercise it at pre- 
sent Though perhaps I shall not be apt to TeclK)n 
inu<^marit to your lordship upon that score, who having 
been formerly used to tedkms harfuogues, and sometimes 
to as little purpose, will be the reader to pardon tUs; 
eipedally, when it iffrofieied by one, who is, with all re- 
spect and venei'ation, my lord, 

Your lordship's most obedient, 

and most faithful servant, 

TH£ BOOKSELLER. 
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It is now six y^ars^ since these papers came first to my 
hand, which, seems to have been about a twelvemonth 
after they were written : for, the author tells us in his 
preface to the first treatise, that he has calculated it ibr 
the year 1697, and in several passages of that discourse, 
as weU as the second, it appears they were written about 
that time. 

As to the authof^I can give no manner of satisfaction : 
however, I am credibly informed that this publication is 
without his knowledge ; for he concludes the copy is lost, 
lent it to a person, since dead, and being never 
don of it after : so that, whether the work re- 

* The Tale of a Tub iras first published in V704. 
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eeived hk hst hand, or wfaetfaer he' intended to^ up 
the defective places, is tikelj to remaia a secret; 

If Ithould go about to tell the reader by whai acd- 
deot I bepame master: of these papers, it would, in itm 
unbelieving age, pass for little more than the cant or jai> 
goa of the trade. I therefore gladly spare both him ^aad 
myself so uimecessfury a trouble. There yet remains a 
difficult question, why I puUished them no sooner. I 
ibibore on two accounts ; first, because I thought I had 
better woric upon my hands ; and, secondly, because I 
was not without some hope of hearing from the author, 
and receiviug^ his dire<^on8. But I have been lately 
alarmed with intelligence oi a surreptitious copy,^ which 
a certain great wit had new polidied and refined, or^ as 
our present writers express themselves, fitted to the hu- 
mour of the age; as they have already done, with great 
felicity, to Don Ctuixote, Boccalini, la Bruyere, and other 
authors. Howevei*, I thought it fairer dealing to offer the 
whole work in its baturals. ^ If any gentleman wih please 
to furnish me with a key, in order to explain the more 
difficult parts, I>hall very gratefully acknowledge the fa- 
vour, and print it by itself. 

* See the apology, p. aSL N; 
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY, 

TO HIS BOTAt HIGHNESS 

PRINCE POSTERITY-* 



SIS; " December^ IG97. 

I Here present your higliness with tlie fruiU of a very 
few leisure hours, stolen from the short interysils of a 
world of business, and of an employment quite alien from 
•ildi amusements as this; the poor production of that re- 
fi^ of time, which has lain heavy upon my hands, during 
a long prorogation of parUament,.a great dearth of foreign 
oews, and a tedious fit of rainy weather : for which, and 
other reasons, it cannot choose extremely to deserve such 
a patronage as that of your highness, whose numberless 
Tirtues, in so few years, make the world look upon you 
He the future example to all princes: for although your 
highness is hardly got clear of infancy, yet has the uni- 
versal learned world already resolved upon appealing to 
your future dictates, with the lowest and most resigned 
mibmission ; fate having decreed you sole arbiter of the 
productions of hiunan wit, in this polite and most accom- 
pltehed age. Methinks, the number of appellants were 

* It is the U0ual style of decried writers to appeal to Posterity, who 
is here represented as a prince in his nonage, and Time as his gover- 
nor.* and the author begins in aw^ay very frequent with him, by per- 
sonating other writers, who sometimes offer such reasons and excuses 
for publishing their works, as they ought chiefly to conceal and be- 
aaliamied of. H. 
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enough to shock and startle any judge, of a genius less* 
unlimited than yours : but, in order to prevent such glo- 
rious trials, the person, it seems, to whose care the edu- 
catk>n of your highness is committed; has resolved (as I 
am told) to keep you in almost a universal ignorance of 
our studies, which it is your inherent birthright to in- 
spect. 

It is amazing to me, that this person should have the 
assurance, in the face of the sun, to go about persuading 
your highness, that our age is almost wholly illiterate^ 
and has hardly produced one widter upon any subject. I 
know very well, that when your highness shallf come to 
riper years, and have gone through the learning of an- 
tiquity, you will be too curious to neglect inquiring into 
the authors of the very age before you : and to thini 
that this insolent, in the account he is preparing for your 
view, designs to reduce them to a number so insignificant 
as I am ashamed to mention ; it moves ray zeal and my 
spleen for the honour and interest of our vast flourishing 
body, as well as of myself, for whom, I know by long 
experience, he has professed, and still continues, a pecu- 
liar malice. 

It is not unlikely, that when your highness will one 
day peruse what I am now writing, you may be ready itQ 
expostulate with your governor, upon the credit of what 
I here affirm, and command him to show you some of 
our productions. To which he will answer, (for I nni 
well informed of his designs) by asking your highness^ 
" where they are ? and what is become of them ?" and 
pretend it a demonstration that there never were any, 

* There is a solecism in this expressioa of— * leas unlimited' — what 
i« boundles&ean admit of no degrees. It should be * less extensive.' S. 

f This is ungrammatical : it ought to have been written, * Shall 
have come to riper years, and gone through,' &c. - Or, shall come 
to riper years, and shaU have gone through,' &c. 8. 



DEDICATION TO EMNCE POSTERITY. 45 

because they are not > then to be found. " Not to be 
found ! who has mislaid them ? are they sunk in • the 
abyss of things ? it is certain, that in their own nature, 
they were light enough to swim upon the surface for all 
eternity. Therefore the fault is in him, who tied weights 
soheavy to their heels, as to depress them to the centre. 
Is their very essence desti'oyed ? who has annihilated 
them? were they drowned by purges, or msijrtyred by 
pipes ? who administered them to the posteriors , of 
— — ?" But that it may no longer be a doubt with your 
liighness, who is to be the author of this universal ruin ; 
I beseech you to observe that lajge and terrible sithe, 
■which your governor affects to bear continually about 
Mm. Be pleased to remark the length and strength, the 
sharpness and hardness of his nails and teeth : consider 
lus baneful, abominable breath, enemy to life and matter, 
infectious and corrupting : and then reflect, whether it 
be possible, for any mortal ink and paper of this genera- 
tion, to make a suitable resistance. O ! that your high- 
ness would one day resolve to disarm this usurping 
maitre du palais.* of his furious engines, and bring your 
empire hors de page.j 

It were endless to recount the several methods of ty- 
ranny and destruction, which yoiu* governor is pleased 
to practise upon this occasion. His inveterate malice is 
such to the writings of our age, that of several thousands 
(Hfodueed yearly from this renowned dty, before the next 
revolution of the sun, there is not one to be heai-d of: 
unha{^y infants ! many of them barbarously destroyed, 



* Comptroller. The kingdom of France had a race of kings, 
which they call Us roys/aineam (from their doing nothing) who lived 
lazily in their apartments, while the kingdom was administered by 
the majfor de paUdi, till Charles MarteU the last mayor put his mas- 
ter to death, and took the kingdom into his own hand. H. 

f Out of guardianship. H. 
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before Aey have so much as learM their bother-lidiigti^ 
to b^ for fnij. Sonne he stifles in their cradles, others 
he firights^ito convulsions, whereof they suddenly die: 
some he flays alive; others he tears Hmb from limb* 
Great numbers are (^ered to Moloch; ind the rest, 
tainted by his breath, die of a lai^uishing consumption. 

But the concern I have most at heart, is for our cor^ 
poration of poets; from whom I am preparing a peti^ ^ 
tion to your highness, to be subscribed with the names 
of one-hundred thkrty-six of the first rate ; but i^ho^ , 
immortal productions are never likely to reach your.^es, 
though each of vthem is now an humble and an earnest 
appellant for the laurel, and has large comely voluntas 
ready to show, for a support to his pretensions. The 
never-dying works of these illustrious persons, your go- 
vernor, sir, has devoted to unavoidable death ; and your 
highness is to be made believe, that our age has nev^ ar- 
rived at the tionour to produce one single poet. 

We conf^s Immcu-tality to be a great ajid powerful 
goddess; but in vain we offer up to her our devotions 
and otur sacrifices^ if your highness's governor, who has 
usurped the priesthood, must by an unparalleled ambir 
tion and avarice, wholly intercept and devour them. 

To affirm that our age is altc^ther unlearned, and d^ 
void of writers in any kind, seems to be an asseriiou so 
bold and so fake, that I have been some time thinking, 
the con^ary may almost be proved by uncontrollable de* 
monstration. It is true, indeed, that although their num- 
bers be vast» and their productions numerous in propor- 
tion, yet are they hurried so hastily off the scene, that 
they escape oui* memory, and elude our sight. When I 
first thought of this address, I had prepared a copious 
list of titles to present your highness, as an undisputed 
argument iixr what I affirm. The^originals w^re posted 
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freAtipon all gaits and eotners (f streets /* but return- 
ing in a very lew hours to take a review, they were all 
torn down, and fresh ones in their places i I inqtihred af- 
ter them among readers and booksellers, but I inquired in"* 
vain, the memorial of themvK'as lost among men, their 
place was no more to be found : and I was laughed to 
scorn for a clown and a j>edant, without all taste and re- 
Huemei^t, Mttle vers^ in the course of present afiahrs, 
aild Aat knew nothing of what liad passed in the best 
companies of court and town. So that I can only avow 
in general to your highness, that we do abound in learn** 
ing and wit; but to fix upon particulars, is a task too 
slippery for my slendeV abilities. If I should venture 
in a windy day to affirm to yoiur highness, that th«re is 
a large cloud near the horizon, in the form of a l>ear; 
another in the zenith, with the head of an ass ; a third to 
the westward^ with claws like a dragon ; and your high- 
ness should in a few minutes think fit to examine the 
truth ; it is certain, they would all be changed in figure 
and^ position ; new ones would arise, and «11 we could 
agtee upon would be, that clouds ftere were, but that I 
was ^osdy mistaken in the zoography and topography 
of them. 

Biit your governor perhkps may still insist, and put 
the question : " What is then become of those immense 
bakd of paper, which must needs have been employed in 
such numbers of books ? can these also be wholly anni- 
hilate, and so of a sudden, as I pretend ?'^ What shall 
I say in return of so invidious an objection ? it ill befits 
the distance between your highness and me, to send you 
for ocular conviction to a jakes, or an oven; to the win* 

* 

♦ " Mediocribus ease poetis 
Non homines, n<»n dt, non concessSreeolumnfl^.*' 

Hot. de Arte Poetica, ver. 372. if. S. BiOa. 
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dows of a bsTwdy-house, or to a sordid lantern. Bo^ 
like men their auUiors, have no more than one way of 
corning into the world; but there are ten thousand to go 
out of it, and retui-n no more. 

I profess to your highness in the integrity of my heart, 
that what I am going to say is literally true this minute 
I am writing : what revolutions may happen before it 
shall be ready for your perusal, I i^n by no means war? 
rant : however, I beg you to accept it as a specimen.of 
our learning, our politeness, and our wit I do there- 
fore affirm, upon the word of a sincere man, that^ere 
is now actually in being a certain poet, called John Dry- 
den^^ whose translation of Virgil was lately printed in a 
lai^e folio, well bound, and if diligent search were 
made, for aught I know, is yet to be seen. There is 
another, called Nahum Tate^ nrho is ready to make oath, 
that he has caused many reams of verse to be published, 
whereof both himself and his bookseller (if lawfully re- 
quired) can still produce authentic copies, and therefore 
wonders why the world is pleased to make such a secret 
of it. There is a third, known by the name of Tom 
Durfey, a poet of a vast comprehension, a universal ge- 
nius, and most profound learning. There ai-e also one 
Mr, BymeVy and one Mr. Dennis, most profound critics. 
There is a person styled Dr, Bentley, who has written 
near a thousand pages of immen^ erudition, giving a 
full and true account of a certain squabble, of wonder- 
ful importance, between himself and a bookseller :t he is 
a writer of infinite wit and humour ; no man rallies with 
a better grace, and in more sprightly turns. Farther I 

* See the note on Swifts Ode to tibie Athenian Society, in vol. ^.^ 
of this edition. N. 

f Bentley, in tiie controversy with LoniOJhrery, upon the genuine- 
ness of Phalaris^s epistles, has given in a preface, a long accouat of 
his dialogues with a bookseller about :^e loan and restitution of 
aMS. H. 
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avow to your highoess, that with these eyes I have be- 
held the pei'son of WiUimn Wotton, B. D. who has writ- 
ten a good sizeable volume against a friend of your go- 
vernor^ (from whom alas ! he must therefore look for little 
favour) in a most gentlemanly style, adorned with the 
utmost politeness and civ^ty ; replete with discoveries 
1 equally valuable forjheir novelty and use ; and embel- 
/ lished with traits 4^mi, so poignant and so apposite, 
I that he is a Worthy yokemate to his forementioned 
friend. 

Why should I go upon farther particulars, which mi^t 
fill a volume with the just elogies of my contemporary 
brethren ? I shall bequeath this piece of justice to a laCr- 
ger work ; wherein I intend to write a charact|v of the 
present set of wits in our nation : their persons I shall de- 
scribe particularly and at length, their genius and under- 
standings in miniature. 

In the mean time, I do here make bold to present your 
liighness with a faithful abstract drawn from the univer- 
sal bufiy of all ai*ts and sciences, intended wholly for 
your service and instruction: nor do I doubt in the 
least, but your highness will peruse it as cai-efully, and 
make as consideipable improvements, as otlier yjoiUQg 
princes have already done, by the many volumes of late 
years written for a help to their studies.t 

That your highness may advance in wis<lbm and vir- 
tue^ as well as years, and at last out-shine all your royal 
ancestors, shall be the daily prayer of, 
Sib, 

Your Highoess's most devoted, «&c. 

• Sir WiUiam Temple. H. 

f There were innumerable books printed for the use of the Dim 
phiu of France. H. 

VOL. III. " C 
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THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

* August, 1697. 

The wits of the present age being so vejy numerous 
and penetrating, it seems the grandees of church and 
state begin to fall under homble a^liehensions, lest these 
gentlemen, during the intervals of a long peace, should 
find leisiu'e to pick holes in the weak sides of religion 
%nd government. To prevent -which, there has been 
much thought employed of late, upon cei-tain projects 
'- for taking off the force and edge of those formidable in- 
quirers, from canvassing and reasoning upon such deli- 
cate points. They have at length fixed upon one, which 
will require some time, as well as cost, to perfect. Mean 
while, the danger hourly increasing, by new levies of 
wits, all appointed (as there is reason to fear) with pen, 
ink, and paper, which may, at an hour's warning, be 
drawn out into pamphlets^ and other offensive weapons, 
ready for immediate execution; it was judged of absolute 
necessity, that some present expedient be thought on, t^l 
the main design can be brought to maturity. To this 
end, at a grand committee some days ago, this important 
discovery was made by a certain curious and refined 
/ observer ; Ittiat seamen have a custom, when they meet 
/ a whale, fo fling him out an empty tub by way of amuse- 
/ ment, to divert him from laying violent hands upon tlie 
ship. This parable was immediately my thologised : 
ithe whale was interpreted to be Hobbes's Leviathan, 
/ which tosses and plays with all schemes of religion and 
government; w^hereof a great many are hollow, and dry, 
and empty, and noisy, and wooden, and given to rota- 
tion : this is the leviathan, w lience the terrible wits of 
our age are said to fiorrow their weapons. The sb^ ii|^ 
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danger is easily understood to be its old antitype, the 
commonwealth.* But how to analyse the tub, waa a 
matter of difficulty : when, after long inquiry and de- 
bate, the literal meaning was preserved ; and it was de- 
I creed, that in order to prevent these leviathans from 
tossing and sporting with the commonwealth, which of 
itself is too apt to^fluctuate, they should be diverted 
from that game by r Tale of a Tub. And, my genius 
being conceived to lie not unliappily that way, I had 
the honour done roe to be engaged in the performance. 

This is the sole design in publishing the following 
treatise, which I hope will serve for an interim of some 
months to employ those unquiet spirits, till the perfect- 
ing of that great work : into the secret of which, it is 
i*ea£onable the courteous reader should have some little 
iight 

It is intended, that a laige academy be erected, capa- 
ble of containing nine thousand seven hundred forty 
and three persons ;t which, by modest computation, is 
reckoned to be pretty ne^ the current number of wits, 
in this island. These are to be disposed into the seve- 
ral schoob of this acadei^y, and there pursue those 
studies, to which their genius most inclines them. The 
undertaker himself will publish liis proposals with aly 
convenient speed : to which I shall refer the curious read- 
er for a more particular account, mentioning at present 
only a few of the principal schools. There is first, a 
large paederastic school, with French and Italian mas- 
ters. There is, also, the spelling school, a very spar 
ciou8l)uilding : the school of looking-glasses : the school 
of swearing: -the school of critics: the school of saliva- 

* So Horace, lib. I. Od. xiv. 

" O Navis ! referent in mare te novi 
. *ttFluctus.» M^. Pate. 

?> f The number of livings in England. MS. Pate. 
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don : the school of hobby-horses : the school of poetry : 
the school of tops : the school of spleen : the school of 
gaining : with many others, too tedious to recount. No 
pei-son to be admitted member into any of these schools^ 
without an attestation under two sufficient person's hands, 
certifying him to be a wit. . 

. But, to return: I am sufficiency instructed in the 
principal duty of a preface, if my genius were capable 
of arriving at it. Thrice have I forced my imaginar 
tion to make the tour of my invention, and tlirice it has 
returned empty ; the latter having been wholly drained 
by the following treatise. Not so, my more succes^ul 
brethren the moderns ; who will by no means let slip a 
preface or dedication, without some notable distinguish- 
ing stroke to surprise the reader at the entry, and kindle 
a wonderfiil expectation of what is to ensue. Such was 
that of a most ingenious poet,- who, soliciting his brain 
for something new, compared himself to tlie hangman^ 
andhis patron to the patient : this was insi^ne^ recensy 
indictumore alio*. When I went through that necessa- 
ry and nobl6 course of 8tudy,f I had the happiness to 
observe many such egregious touches, which I shall not 
injure the authors by transplanting : because I have re- 
marked, that nothing is so very tender as a modem 
piece of wit, and which is apt to suffer so much in the 
carriage. Some things are extremely witty to-day, or 
fasting, or in this place, or at eight o'clock, or over a 
bottle, or spoke by Mr. What'd'y'call'm, or in a^ sum-* 
mer's morning ; any of the which, by the smallest trans- 
posal or misapplication, is^ utterly annihilate. Thus, 
wit has its walks and purlieus, out of which it may not 

* Horace — Something extraordiaarj, new, and never hit upon be- 
fore. H. 
f Reading prefaces, &c H. ?*^ ,v 
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fifaraj the breadth of a hair, upon peril of being lost The 
modems have artfully fixed this mercury, and reduced 
it to the ciraimstances of time, place, and person. Such 
a jest there is, that will not pass out of Covent-Garden ; 
and such a one, that is no where intelligible but at Hydc^ 
Park corner. Now, though it sometimes tenderly af- 
fects me to consider, that all the towardly passages I 
shall deliver in the following treatise, will grow quite 
out of date and relish with the first shifting of the pre- 
sent scene, yet I must needs subscribe to the justice of 
lliis proceeding: because I cannot imagine why we 
should be at e^cpense to furnish wit for succeeding agea> 
-when the former have made no sort of provision for 
ours : wherein I speak the sentiment of the very new- 
est, and consequently the most orthodox refiners, as 
well as my own. However, being extremely solicitous, 
that every accomplished person, who has got into the 
taste of wit calculated for this present month of August, 
1697, should descend to the very bottom of all the sub- 
lime, throughout this treatise ; I hold fit to lay down 
this general maxim : whatever reader desires to have a 
thorough comprehension of an author's thoughts, cannot 
take a better method, thaa by -putthig himself into the 
circumstances and postures of life, that the wiiter was 
in upon every important passage, as it flowed froin his 
pen : for this will introduce a parity, and strict corres- 
pondence of ideas, between the reader and tte author. 
T^ow, to assist the diligent reader in so delicate an af- 
fair, as far as brevity will permit, Lhave recollected, 
that the shrewdest pieces of this treatise were conceived 
in bed, in a garret; at other times, for a reason best 
Imown to myself, I thought fit to sharpen my invention 
with hunger; and in general, the whole work w^ bf- 
^n, continued, and ended, under a long course of phy- 
a great want of mon^. Now, I do affirm, it 
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will be absolutely impossible for the candid peruser t« 
go along with me in a great many bright passages, un- 
less, upon tlie several difficulties emergent, he will 
please to capacitate and prepare himself by ^ese di- 
rections. And this I lay down as my principal posits 
latum, ■ '- 

Because I have professed to be a most devoted ser- 
vant to all modern forms, I apprehend some curious wit 
may object against me, for proceeding thus far in a 
preface, without declaiming, according to the custom, 
against the multitude of writers, wherectf the whole inul- 
titttde of writers most reasonably complain. I am just 
cc»ne fk'om perusing some hundreds of prefaces^ wherein 
the authors do, at the very beginning, address the gentle 
reader concerning this enormous grievance. *.0f these I 
have preseiTed a few examples, and shall set them down 
as neai* as my mem(»y has been able to retain them. 

One begins thus : 

'^ For a man to set up for a nrriter, when the press 
swarms with," &c. ^ 

Another; 

'' The tax upon paper does not lessen the number cl 
scribUra^ wlio dally pester," A,c. 

Another; 

" When every little would-be-wit ta^^es pen in hand, 
■ tis in vain to enter the lists," &c 

Another; 

" To observe what trash the press swarms with,^' &c. 

Anotherf 

*' Sir, It is merely in obedience to your commands^ 
that I venture into the public ; for who upon a less con- 
dderation would be of a party with such a rabble of 
scribblers," &c. 

ISTow, I have two words in my own defence against 
this objection. First, I am far from gi'aating the numfier 
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of wnters a nuisance to our natioo, having strenucmBlj 
maintained the contrary, in several parts of the follow- 
ing discourse. Secondly, I do. not well understand the 
justice of this proceeding ; because I observe many of 
these polite prefaces to be not only from the same hand, 
but from those who are most voluminous in their several 
{»t)ductions. Upon which, I shall tell the reader a diort 
tale. 

A mountebank, in Leicester-Fields, had drawn a huge 
assembly about him. Among the rest, a fat unwieldy 
fellow, half stifled in the press, would be every fit crying 
out, ^ Lord ! what a filthy crowd is here ! pray, good peo* 
pie, give way a little. Bless me ! what a devil has raked 
this rabble together ! z — ds, what squeezing is this ! Ho- 
nest friend, remove your elbow.*' At last a weaver, that 
stood next him, could hold no longer. ^' A plague con- 
found you," said he, " for «n overgrown sloven; and 
' -who, in the deviPs name, I wonder, helps to make up 
the crowd half so much as yourself? Don't you consi- 
der, with a pox, that you take up more room with that 
carcass, than any five here? ^ Is not the place as fr^e 
for us as for you ? Bring your own guts to'a reasonable 
compass, and be d — n'd, and then I'll engage we shall 
have room enough for us all." 

There are certain common privileges of a writer, the 
benefit whereof I hope, there will be no reason to doubt ; 
particularly, that where I am not understood, it shall be 
concluded, tliat something very useful and profound is 
couched underneath : and again, that whatever word or 
sentence is printed in a different character, shall be 
judged to contain soinethiDg extraordinary either of wit 
or sublime^ 

As for the liberty I have thought fit to take of prais- 
ing myself, upon some occasions or none ; I am sure it 
wiUj^ed no excuse, if a multitude of great examples 
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he allowed mifficieot authority : for it is here to be note^^ 
that praise was origioallj a pension paid bj the world; 
but the Bioderus, finding the trouble and chai^ge too 
great in collecting it, have lately bought out the fee- 
simple; since which time, the right of prese^itation is 
wholly in ourselves. For this i-eason it is, that when 
an authm* makes his own elogy, he uses a certain 
form to declare and insist upon his title, which is 
commonly in these or the like words, " I speak without 
vanity ; which I think plainly shows it to be a matter 
of right and justice." Now, I do here once for all de- 
clare, that in every encounter of this nature through the 
following treatise, the form aforesaid is implied ; w^ich 
I mention, to save the trouble of repeating it on so many 
occasions. '- 

It is a |reat ease to my conscience, that I have writr 
ten so elaborate and useful a discourse, without one 
grain of satire intermixed; which is the sole point* 
wherein I have taken leave to dissent from the famous 
originals of our age and country. I have observed 
some satirists to use the public much ait the rate, thai pe* 
dants do a naughty boy, ready horsed for discipline : 
firsts expostulate the case, then plead the necessity of the 
rod from great provocations, and. conclude every period 
with a lash. Now, if I know any thing of mankind, 
these gentlemen might very well spare their reproof and 
correction : for there is not, through all nature; another 
so callous and insensible a member, as the world's poste- 
rioi's, whether you apply to it the toe or the birch. 
Besides, most of our late satirists seem to lie under a 
scrt of mistake ; that because nettles have the preroga- 
tive to sting, therefore all other weeds must do so too. I 
make not this comparison out of the least design to de- 
tract from these worthy writers ; for it is well known 
among mythologists, that weeds have the pre-eminence 
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OT^ flSl other vegetables; and therefore the first mo- 
narch * of this island, whose taste and judgment were 
so acute and refined, did very wisely root oiit the roses 
from the collar of the order, and plant the thistles in 
their stead, as the nobler flower of the two. For which 
reason it is conjectured by profounder antiquaries, that 
the satirical itch, so prevalent in this part of our island, 
was first brought among us fi^m beyond the Tweed.t 
Her^ mayyit long flourish and abound : may it survive 
tod n^lect the scorn of the world, with as much ease 
afid contempt, as the world is insensible to the lashes of 
it May their own dulness, or that of their party, be no 
discouragement for the authors to proceed ; but let them 
remember, it is with wits as with razors, which are never 
so apt to cut those they are employed on, as when they 
have lost their edge. Besides, those whose teeth are too 
rotten to bite, J are best, of all others, qualified to re- 
venge that dc^ct with their breath. 

I am not, like other men, to^nvy or undervalue the 
talents I cannot reach; for wMch reason I must needs 
bear a true honour to this large eminent sect of oiur Bri-' 
\M^ writers. And I hope, this little panegyric will not 
be offensive to their eai-s, since it has the advantage of 
bdi^ only designed foi^themselves. Indeed, nature her- 
self' has taken oMer, that fame and honour should be 
purchased at a better penny-worth by satke, than by any | 
other productions df the brain; the world being soonest 
provoked to praise by lashes, as men are to love. There 
is a problem in an ancient author, why dedications, and 



* James I. MS. Pate. 

f Scotlaad. MS. Pate. 

X * Are best, of ail others, qualified,* &c. Here the disjunction of 
the word * best * from the word * qualified ' makes the sentence un- 
couth ; which would run better thus—* Are, of all others, best quali- 
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other bundles of flattery, run aU upon stale musty tepiesy 
without the smallest tincture of any th^^tiew; not 
only to ^e torment and nauseating of the christian 
reader, ftif, if not suddenly prevented^ to the universal 
spreading of that pestilential disease, the lethaigy, in. 
this island : whereas there is very little satire, which has 
not something in it untouched before. The defects of 
the former are -usually imputed to the wantK)f inveotioa. 
among those who are dealers in that kind; but, I think, 
with a great deal of injustice ; the solution being easy 
and natural ; for, the materials of panegyric, being very > 
few in number, have been long since exhausted. Fer^ as 
health is but one thing, and has been always the same, 
whereas diseases are by thousands^ beside new and daily- 
additions; so, all the virtues that have been ever in 
mankind, are to be counted upon a few fingers; Imi 
their follies and vices are innumerable, and time adds- 
hourly to the heap. !Pfow the utmost a poor poet can. 
do, b to get by heart a list of the cardinal virtues, and 
deal them with his utmost liberality to his hero, cur his 
patron : he may ring the changes as far as it will go, and 
vary his phrase till he has talked round : but the reader 
quickly fi^ds it is all pork,* with a little variety of 
sauce» For there is no inventing terms of art beyond 
our ideas; and, when our ideas are exhausted, terms of 
art must be so too* 

But, though the matter for paneg}'riG were as fruitftil 
as the. topics of satire, yet would it not be hard to find 
out a sufficient reason, why the latter will be always bet» 
ter received than the first. For, this being bestowed ^n- 
ly upon one, or-^si few persons at a time, is sure to jcaise 
envy, and consequently ill words from the rest, who have 
no share in the blessing : but satire, being levelled at all, 

* Plutarcli. 
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is never reacted for an <^Dce by aay, since every indi- 
vi<kial persopbakesbold to understand it of others, aud 
very wisely removes his particular part of th^ ,burden 
upon the shoulders of the world, which are broa!al&ough, 
and able to bear it To diis piurpose, I have sometimes 
reflected upon the difference between Athens and Eng- 
land, with respect to die point before us. In the Attic 
commonwealth,"^ it was the privilege and birth-right of 
every citizen and poet to rail aloud, and in public, or to 
expose upon the stage, by name^ any person they pleased, 
though oi the greatest figure, whether a Creon, an Hy- 
perbdus, an Alcibiades, or a Demosthenes : but, on th^ I ^ 
other side, the least reflecting word let Ml against the \ \ 
people in general, was immediately caught up, and re- f^ 
venged upon the authors, however considerable for their ^ 
quality or their merits. Whereas in England it is just ^ ^ 
the iwerse of all this. Here, you may securely display ?v 
your utmost rhetoric against mankind, in the ^ace of the / 
world ; teH them, " That all are gone astray ; that there ^ 
is none that doth good, no not one ; that we live in thp'^v 
very drega of time ; that knavery and atheism are epi-> I i 
demic ifts the pox; that honesty is fled with Astrsea;" /r \ 
with any other common-places, equally new^, iOid elo- 1 ''I- 
quent, which are fiumish^d by the spUndidoL bilis.j And! 
when you have done, the whole audience, far from being I 
offended, shall return you thanks, as a deliverer oi pre- \ 
cious and useful truths. Nay, farther ; it is but to ven- 
ture your lungs, and you may preach in Covent-Garden 
against foppery and fornication, duxd something else: 
against pr^e, and dissimulation^ and bribery, at White- 
ball : you may expose rapine and injustice in the inns of 
court:chapel : and in a city pulpit, be as fierce as you 

* See Xenophon. 
t' Horace.— Spleen. 
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/ please ftgainst avarice, hTpocri^y, and extcnriioQ. 'Tis 
I but a ball bandied to and fro, and every man Cannes a 
/ racket about him, to strike it from himself among the 
' rest of the company. But, on the other side, -whoever 
should mistake the nature of things so far, as to drop but 
a angle hint in public, how such a one starved half the 
>" fleet, <and half poisoned the rest : hoTf such a oae, from a 
true principle of love and honour, pays no debts but for 
5 'wenches and play : how such a one has got a clap, and k 
runs out of his estate : how Paris, bribed by Juno and 
Venus, loath to offend either party, slept out the whale i 
eause on the bench :* or, how such an orator makes long 
speeches in the senate with much thought, little sense, 
and to no purpose ; whoever, I say, should venture to be 
thus particular, must expect to be imprisoned for scaft- 
ddbxm magnaium ; to have challenges sent him ; to be 
sued for defamation ; and to be brought before the bar 
- of the house. 

But I forget that I am expatiating on a subject, where- 
in I have no concern, having neither a talent nor an in* 
clination for satire. On the other side, 1 am so entirely 
satisfied with the whole present procedure of human 
things, that I have been some years preparing materials 
towards A Panegyric upon the World ; to which I in- 
tended to add a second part, entitled, A modest Defence 
of the proceedings of the Rabble in alPAges, Both 
these I had thoughts jto publish, by way of Appendix to 
the following treatise ; but finding my common-place book 
fill much slower than I had reason to expect, I have 
ehosen to defer them to another occasion. Besides, I 
have been unha^^ily prevented in thait design by a cer- 

* Juno and Venus are money and a mletress ; verj powerful bribev 
, to a judge, if scandal says tnie. I remember such reflections were 
east about that time ; but I cannot itx th« person iotended here. 

Griginah 
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tain domestic tnisfortune, in the particutors irhereof, 
though it irould be x&ry seasonable, and much in the 
modern way, to inform the gentle reader, and w«ild also 
be of great assistance towards ^tending this ^Preface 
into the size now in vogue, which bijp^ rule ought to be 
klrge in proportion as the subsequent volume is small; 
yet I shall now dismiss our impatient reader from anj 
farther attendance at the porch ; and, having duly pre- 
^ pared his niind by a preliminary discourse, shall Igladly 
introduce him to the sublime mysteries that ensue.* 

* Of tills work charity may be persuaded to think that it mif ht 
be written by a man of a peculiar character without ill intention; but 
it is certainly of dangerous example. When it first raised the atten- 
tion of the public, Sacheverell meeting Smalridge, tried to flatter him, 
seeaiing to think him the author ; but Smalridge answered with indig- 
nation, **Not all that you and I have in the world, nor all that ve 
eijcr shall have, should hire me to write the Tah qfa 7\«6." 

J0HNSe!f. 
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" Democritus, dum ridet, philosophatur.^' 
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THE INTRODUCTION. 



Whoever has an ambition to be heard in a crowd, 
must press, and squeeze, gind thrust, and climb, with in- 
defatigable pains, till he has exalted himself to a certain 
degreee of altitude above them. Now in all assemblies, 
though 70U wedge them ever so close, we may observe 
this peculiar property, that over their heads there is 
room enough, but how to reach it is the difficult point 9 
it being as hard to get quit of a number, as of hell ; 

eradere ad auraSy 

Hoe opuSf kic kAor est,^ VilteiL. 

To thft end, the^ philosopher's way in all ages, has 
been by erecting certain edifices in the air: but whatever' 
practice and reputation these kind of stnictures have 
formerly possessed, or may still continue in, not except- 
ing even that of Socrates, when he was supended in a 
basket to help contemplation ; I think, with due submis- 
sion, they seem to labour under two inconveniences. 
First, That the foundations being laid too high, they have 
been often out of sight, and ever out of hearing. Second- 
ly, That the materials, being very transitory, have suffer- 



* But to retarn and view the cheerful skies ', 
la this the task and mighty labour liesr Dryhi^^ 
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ich from inclemencies oi air, espedaU7 in these 
•west regions. 

lerefore, towards the just performance of this great 
» there remain but three methods, that I can think 
rhereof the wisdom of our ancestors being highly 
)le, has, to encoiurage all aspiring adventurers^ 
;ht fit to erect three wooden machines for the use 
)se orators, who desire to talk much without inter- 
on. These are, the pulpit, the ladder, and the 
-itinerant. For, as to the bar, though it be com- 
ded of the same matter, and designed for the same 
t cannot however be well allowed the honour of a 
), by reason of its level or jnferior situation expo- 
it to perpetual inteniiption from collaterals. — 
ler can the bench itself, though raised to a proini- 
r, put in a better claim, whatever its advocates in- 
n. For if they please to look into the original 
n of its erection, and the circumstances or adjuncts 
rvient to that design, they will soon acknowledge 
resent practice, exactly correspondent to the primi- 
tnstUiition, and both to ^answer the etymology of 
ame, t^hich in the Phoenician tongue is a word of 
signification, importing, if literally interpreted,^ 
>lace of sleep ; but in common acceptation, a seat 
bolstered and cushioned, for the repose of old and 
'- limbs : senes ut in otia tuta recedant, Fwtune 
; indebted to them this part of retaliation, that, as 
irly they have long talked, whilst others slept ; so 
Lhey may sleep as long, while others talk. 
Lt if no other argument could occur, to exclude the 
1 and the bai' from the list of oratorical machines, 
re sufficient, that the admission of them would 
brow Ji number, which I was resolved to establish,, 
^er argument it might cost me ;; in imitation of 
prudent method observed by many other philoso- 
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ph^ ftod great clerks, whose chief art in divi|ion ha» 
been to grow fond of some proper mystical Bumber, 
which their imagioations have rendered sac^^d, to a de* 
gree, that thej force common reason to find room for k, 
in every part of nature ; reducii^, including^ and adjust- 
ing every genus and speciea within that compass,- bf 
Coupling some against their wills, and banishing others 
at any rate. Now, among all the rest, the profound 
number THREE is that, which has most employed n^ 
sublimest speculations^ nor ever without wonderful de- 
light. There is now in the press, and will be published 
next term, a panegyrical essay of nunc upon this num- 
ber; wherein I have,, ky most convincing proofs, flot 
only reduced the senses and the elements under itsban.- 
ner, but brought over several deserters fix)m its tw^ 
great rivals, SEVEN and NINE *. 

Now, the first of these oratorical machines in plac^ 
as well as dignity, is the pulpit. Of pulpits there asrc 
in this island several sorts ; but I esteem only that nlaiS^ 
of timber from the s^ha Caledoniaj^ which agrees vexy 
well with our climate. If it be upon its decay^ it is tli<f 
better both for conveyance of sound, arid for other rea- 
sons to be mentioned by and by. The degree of per- 
fection in shape and idze, I take to consist in being ex- 
tremely narrow, with little ornament; and best of all 
without cover (for, by ancient rule it ought to be the 
only uncovered vessel in every assembly, where it is 
rightfully used) by which means^ from its near resem- 
blance to a pillory, it will ever have a mighty influence 
on human ears. 

Of ladders I need say nothing : it is observed by fo- 
reigners themselves, to the honour of our country, that 



* Seven times ser^, and seven times nine, the two eUiq|ippct. 
MS, Pate. ■ -m ,. 

f Scotland. MS. PaU, 
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^^fre excel all nations in our pl^actice and uadenianding^ . 
of this machine. The ascending orators do not only 
oblige their audience in the agreeable delivery, but the 
"Whole world in the early publication of their speeches;* 
'Which I look upon as the choicest treasury of our Bri- 
tish eloquence, and whereof, I am informed, that worthy 
citizen and bookseller, Mr. John Dunton,t has made a 
faithful and painful collection, which he shortly designs 
to publish in twelve volumes in folio, illustrated with 
copier-plates. A work highly usefiil and curious, and 
altogether worthy of such a hand. ^ 

The last engine of t)rators is the stage itinerant4 erect- 
ed witli much sagacity, sub Jove plttvio^ in trivHs €t qua^' 
'^fitms,^ It is the great seminary of the two former, and 
'ts orators are sometimes preferred to the one, and some- 
toies to the other, in proportion to their deservings ; 
there being a strict and perpetual intercourse between 
^l three. 

From this accurate deduction it is manifest, that for 
'^tahiing attention in public, there is of necessity requi- 
^^d a, superior position of place. But, although thfa 
point Se generally granted, yet the cause is little agreed 
in ; and it seetos to mci, that very few philosophers have 
feUen into a true, natural solution of this phenomenon. 
The deepest account, and the most fairly digested of 
any I have yet met with, is this ; that air being a hea- 
vy body, and therefore, according to the system of Epi- 
curus,|| continually descending, must needs be more so, 
irhen loaden and pressed down bywords; which are 

* Paul Lorraine's papers, then ordinary of Newgate. MS. Pate. 

f In whose '* Life and Errors'' are many curious and valuable 
anec%>tes. N. . 

^^K mountebank's stage, whose orators the Huthor determiaet 
ei^WP^po the gallows, or a conventicle. H. 

$ Ip the open air, and in ttreett where the greatest resort if. H- 

)( liQcretius, lib. ii. 
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abd. bodies of much weight and gravity, as it ^"teanifest 
from those deep impressions they make and teavfe upon 
us ; and therefore must be delivered from a due altitude, 
CMT else they will neither carry a good aim, nor fall down 
with a sui&cient force. 

Corpoream quoque enim voeem eonsture fatendum est^ 
Et ionitum, quoniam po^surd impeUere sennu.f 

liucr. lib, iv. 

And I am the readier to fieiYour this conjecture, from 
a common observation, that in the several assemblies of 
these orators, nature itself has instructed the hearers to 
stand with theii* mouths open, and erected parallel to 
the horizon^ so as they may be intersected^ a perpeo' 
dicular line from the zenith to the centre of the earCh. 
In which position, if the audience be well compact^ 
every one carries home a l^are^ and little or nothing is 
lost. 

I confess^ thwe is something yet more refined, in the 
contrivance and structure of om* modem theatres. For, 
first, the pit is sunk below the stage, with due regfutl to 
the institution above deduced ; that whatevi6r weighty: 
matter shall be delivered thence, whether it be ^ad ae 
gold, may frJl plump into the jaws of certain critics, as 
I think they are called, which stand ready opened to 
devour them. Then, the boxes are built round and 
raised to a level with the scene, in deference to the la- 
dies; because, that large portion of wit, laid out in rais- 
ing pruriences and protuberances,- is observed to run 
much upon a line, and ever in a circle. The whining 
passions, and little starved conceits, are gently wafted 
up by their own extreme levity, to the middle region, 
and there fix and are frozen by the frigid understandings 

f ♦* *Ti8 certain then, that voice that thus can wound, ^ 

h all material; body every sound.^* H. 
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ff the ii^bitants. Bomhastiy and buffooQer7, by par 
tare lolQr and U^t, soar highest of all, and would be 
lost in the roo^- if the prudent architect had not, with 
much foresight, contrived for them a fourth place, called 
the twelve-penny gallery, and there planted a suitable 
colony, who greedily intercept them in their passage. 

Now this physico-logieal scheme of oratorial recepta- 
cles or machines, contains a great mystery ; being a type, 
a sign, an emblem^ a shadow, a symbol, bearing analogy 
to the spacious copimonwealth of writers, and to those 
methods by which they must exalt themselves to a cer- 
tUD ennnency above the inferior world. By.tlie pulpit, 
are adumbrated the writings of our modem saints in 
Great Britain, as they have e$>iritualia^ and refined 
them, from the dross and grossness of sense and human 
reason. The matter, as we have said, is of rotten wood ; 
and that upon two considerations; because it is the 
quality of rotten wood to give light in the dark; and, 
secondly, because its cavities are full of worms; which 
isa type with a pair of handles,^ having a respect to the 
tva principal qualificatiens of tiie oratcnr, and the two 
QiffereV fales attending upon his works. 

The. ittdder ifi an adequate symbpl offadian and of 
poe(,r^ to both of which so noble a number of. authors 
are 4ndebted for their fame. Of faction, becausef 
^ * * ^- * * * Hiatus in MS. 



* The two principal qualifications of a fanatic preacher are, his in- 
'^ard light, and his head full of maggots; and the two different fates 
ofhis writings are, to be burnt or worm-eaten. H. 

f Here is pretended a defect in the manuscript; and this is very 
ff^ent with our author, either when he thinks he cannot say any 
^Wag wQrth reading, or when he has no mind to enter on the subject, 
oi* ^i|i| it is a matter of little moment; or perhaps to amuse his 
npf^Phiereof he is frequently very fond ; or, lastly, with some la 
«ncal intention. H, 




M A TALE OF A TUB. 



Oipoetn^ beeau^e its orators do /»erorar« wiraNrsong; 
and because climhiDg up hj slow degrees^ fs^els sure to 
turn them ofi^ before they can reach within many steps 
of the top ; and because it is a preferment attained bj 
transferring of propriety^ and a confoundiogof meum and 
tuum. 

Under the stage itinerant, are couched those pi-odiii>- 
tions designed for the pleasure and delight of mortol mao; 
sucl^ as, six-penny-worth of wit, W^minster drolleiie^ 
delight^ tales, complete jesters, and the like ; by wbicb 
the writers of and for grub-street have in these latter 
ages so nobly triumphed over time; have clipped h]B 
wings, pared his nails, filed his teeth, turned back his hoar 
glass, blunted \m sithe, and dr<awn the hobnails out <^ 
his shoes. It is under this class I have presumed to list 
my present treatise, being just come from haviug th« 
honour conferred upon me, to be adopted a member of 
that illustrious fraternity. 

Kow, I am not unaware how the productions, of the 
Grub-street brotherhood have of late years fallen under 
msmy prejudices, nor how it has been the perpelGml ei^ 
ployment of two junior start-up societieB,. toTldlcUle th^^n 
and their authors, as unwcft-thy their established post In 
the commonwealth of wit and learning. Their own cmi- 
sciences will easily inform tliem whom I mean ; nor has 
the world been so negligent a looker-on, as not to obsjerve 
the continual eficnts made by the societies of Gresham,"^ 
and of Will's,! to edify a name and reputation, upon the 



* Gresham college was the place where the Royal Soelefy- then 
met; whence they first removed to Crane-court in Fleet-street; and 
iince to Somerset-place. N. 

f Will's cofifee-house in Co vent-garden, was formerly the place 
where the poets usually met, which, though it be yet fresh in memoiy^ 
in some years may be forgotten, and want this ^iplanation. ~ H. 
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ru^^wll^^- ^^'^ this is yet a more feeling grief to 
n^ up^jptle regards of tetMernese as well as of justice, 
-when we reflect on their proceedings not only as unjust, 
but as ungrateful, undutifiil, and unnatural. For how 
eaii it be forgot by the world or themselves, to say nothing 
<^ our oi>^n records, which are full and clear in the point, 
that they both are seminaries not only of our planting, 
biit our watering too ? I am informed our two rivals have 
-hftely made an offer to enter into the lists with united 
Unties, and challenge us to a comparison of books, both as 
tO'wei^t and number. In return to which, with licence 
from otif president, I humbly offer two answers; first, 
we say, the pr(^K)sal is like that whkh Archimedes made 
"apon a smaller affair,^ including an impossibiHty in the 
l^ctice ; for, where can they find scales of capacity 
enough for the first, or aq arithmetician of capacity 
> enough for the second. Secondly, we are ready to ac- 
•tept the challenge; but with this condition, that a third 
indifferent person be assigned, to whose impartial judg- 
ment it' should be left to decide, which society, each 
book, treatise, or pamphlet do most properly belong to. 
This ^int, God knows, is veiy far from being fixed at 
present: for, we are teady to produce a catalogue of 
some thousands, which, in all common justice, ought to 
be entitled to oui* fraternity, but by the revolted and 
new-fangled writers, naost perfidiously ascribed to the 
others. Upon all which, we thinjk it very unbecoming 
our prudence, that the determination should be remitted 
to the authors themselves; when our adversaries, by 
briguing and caballing, have caused so universal a defec- 
tion from us, that the greatest part of our society has 
already deserted to them, and our nearest friends begin 
to stpd aloof, as if they were half ashamed to own us. 

* Viz. About mofiog the earth. Original. 
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This is the utmost I am authorized to say^jJIKsoua- 



grateful and melancholy a subject ; because tv'e are* ex- 
treme unwilling to inflame a controversy, whose coh- 
tinuance may be so fatal to the interests of us all, desiring 
much rather that things be amicably composed ; and we 
shall so far advance on our side, as to be ready to re- 
ceive the two prodigals with open arms, whenever they 
shall think fit to return from their liusks and their har- 
lots; which, I think, from the present course of -their s^ 
diest they most proparly may be said to be engaged in; 
and, like an indulgent jparent, continue to them our af- 
fection and our blessing. 

But the greatest maim given to that general receptiod, 
which the writings of our society have formeriy received 
(next to the transitory state of all sublunary thiogss) has 
been a superficial vein among many readers of the pfre- 
sent age, who will by no means be persuaded to inqpect 
beyond the surface and the rind of things ; irhereas, wis- 
dom is k fox, who, alter long hunting, will at la^t cost ymi 
the pains to dig out : it is a cheese, which, by how mudi 
the richer, has the thicker, the homelier, and the coarser 
coat; and whereof, to a judicious palate, the maggots ai^ 
the best : it is a sack-posset, wherein the deeper you go, 
you will find it the sweeter. Wisdom is a hen, whose 
cackling we must value and consider, because it is at- 
tended with an egg : but then, lastly, it is a nut which, 
unless you choose with judgment, may cost you a tootii, 
and pay you with nothing but a worm. In consequence 
of these momedtous truths, the grubsean sages have 
always chosen to convey their precepts and their artSj 
shut up within the vehicles of types and fables; which, 
having been perhaps more careful and curious in adorn- 



* It should be, * extremely unwilling,' &c. S. -^-f 

7 Virtuoso experimeiits, and modern comedies. OrigirtaL 
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iDg:thj|M|tes altogether necessary, it has fared witn these 
v^ic^wer the usual fate of coaches ovei* finely paint- 
ed and gilt, that the transitory gazers have so dazzled 
their-eyes, and filled their imaginations with the outward 
lustre, as neither to regard or consider the pei*son or the 
parts of the owner within. A misfortune we undei^ 
wkh somewhat less reluctancy, because it has been com- 
mon to us, with Pythagoras, i^sop, Socrates, and other of 
oar predecessors. 

However, that neither the world, nor ourselves, may 
any longer suffer by such misunderstandings, I have been 
prevailed on, aftermuch importunity from our friends, to 
travel in a complete and laborious dissertation, upon the 
prime productions of our society : which, beside their 
beautiful externals, for the gratification of superficial 
readers, have darkly and deeply couched under them 
the most finished and refined systems of all sciences and 
arts ; as I do not doubt to lay open, by imtwisting or un- 
winding, and either to drdw up by exantlation, or dis- 
play by incision. 

This great work was entered upon some years ago, by 
one of our most eminent members : he began with the 
history of Reynard the fox,* but neither lived to pub- 
lish his essay, nor to proceed fai-ther in so useful an at- 
tempt ; which is very much to be lamented, because the 
discovery he made, and communicated with his friendsi 
is now universally received ; nor do I think, any of the 
learned will dispute that famous treatise to be a complete 
body of civil knowledge, and the revelation, or rather 
the apocalypse of all state arcana. But the progress I 
have made is much greater, having ahready finished my 

* The author seems here to be mistaken j for I have seen a Latin 
editiori'of Reynard the fox, above a hundred years old, which I take 
f<r be the original ; for the rest, it has been thought by many people 
fa coatain some satirical design in it H«- 
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annotatioDs upoo several dozens ; from some of irldWi, I 
shall impart a few hints to the candid reader, as far as 
irill be necessaoy to the conclusion, at wliich I aim. 

The first piece I have handled, is that of Tom Hmmb^ 
"whose author was a Pjthagorean philosopher. This 
dark treatise contains the whole scheme of the Metemp- 
^chosis^ deducing the progress of the soul through all 
her stages. 

The next is Br> Fmistus^ penned by Artephius, an 
author honx nota^ and an adcptus ; he published it in 
the nine hundred eighty-fourth year of his age;* this 
writer proceeds wholly by reincmdation, or in the Y?ta 
hunuda: and the marriage between Faustus and Helen 
does most conspicuously dilucidate the fermenting of the 
male and female dragon. 

WhiUingtonandhis Cat is the work pf that mysterioiju 
rabbi, Jehuda Hannasi, containing a defence of the ge- 
mara of the Jerusalem misna,t ^^^ i^ just preference to 
that of Babylon, contrary to the vulgar opinion. 

The Hind and Panther. Tliis is the master-piece of 
a famous writer now living,^ intended for a complete 
abstract of sixteen thousand schoolmen, from Scotus to 
BeUarmin. 

Tommy Pets, Another piece supposed by the same 
hand, by way of supplement to the former. 

The Wise Men of Gotham^ cum appendice. This is a 
treatise of immense erudition, being the great original 
and fountain of those arguments, bandied about both in 
France and England, for a just defence of the moderns, 

* The chemists say of him in their books, that he prolonged his 
life to a thousand years, and then died voluntarily. H. 

f The gemara is the decision, explanation, or interpretation c^ the 
Jewish rabbis: and the misna is properly the- code or body of the. 
Jewish civil or common law. , H. 

X Fis. In the year 1697. Original, 
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hBiA^^^mi wit, against the presumption, the. pride, and 
Ignorance of the ancients. This unknown author has so 
exhausted the subject, that a penetrating reader vdll 
easily discover whatever has been written since upon that 
dispute, to be little more than repetition. An abstract 
of this treatise~hag heen lately published by a worthy 
tnember of our society.* 

These notices may serve to give the learned reader an. 
idea, as well as a taste, of what the whole work is likely 
to produce ; wherein I have now altogether circumscribed 
inj thoughts and my studies ; and, if I can bring it to a 
perfectidn beforfe I die, shall reckon I have well employ- 
ed the poor remains of an unfcMrtunate life.f This indeed 
18 m6re than I can jusly expect, from a quill worn to 
the pith in the service of the state, in j9ro« and cons upon 
popish plots, and meal tubs,:): and exclusion bills, and 
passive obedience, and addresses of lives and fortunes, 
a^ prerogative, and property, and liberty of conscience, 
and letters to a friend : from an understanding and a 
conscience thread-bare and ragged with perpetual turn- 
ing ; from a head broken in a hundred places by the ma- 
lignants of the oppo^te factions ; and from a body spent 
with poxes ill cured, by trusting to bawds and surgeons, 
who, as, it afterwards appeared, were professed enemies 
to me and the government, and revenged their party's 
quarrel upon my nose and shinsi Four score and eleven 
pamphlets have I^ written under three reigns, and for 

* This jf suppose to be underetood of Mr. Wotton^s discourse of an- 
cienll and modem learning. H. 

f Here the author seems » to personate L'Estrange, Dryden, and 
some others, who, after having passed their lives in vices, faction, and 
fVUsehood, have the impudence to talk of merit, and innocence, and 
sufferings. H. 

X In King Charles the Second's time, there was an account of a 
presbyterian plot, found in a tubj which then made much noise. H. 
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le service of six-aod-thirty facdpns. But, finding the 
Lte has DO farther occasion for me and my hik, I re- 
Itire wilUngty to draw it out into speculations more 
I becoming a philosopher; having, to my unspeakable 
j! comfort, passed a long life with a conscience void of of- 
I fence, 

I But to retuiii. I am assured from the reader's can- 
l dour, that the brief specimen I have giyen, will easily 
I clear all the rest of our society's productions, from an as- 
persion grown, as it is manifest, out of envy and igno- 
rance ; that they are of little farther use or value to 
mankind, beyond the common entertainments of their 
wit and their style; for these I am sure have never yet 
been disputed by our keenest adversaries : in both which, 
as well as the more profound and mystical part, I have -= 
throughout this treatise, closely followed the most a p 
plauded originals. And to render all complete, I have^;^ 
with much thought and application of mind, so ordered .^ 
that the chief title prefixed to it, I mean, that under whict~B 
I design it shaU pass in the common conversations (^/ 
court and town, is modelled exactly after the manner pe- 
culiar to oiur society. 

I confess to have been somewhat liberal in tlie busi* 
ness of titles,* having observed the humour of multiply- 
ing them, to bear great vogue among certain writers, 
whom I exceedingly reverence. And indeed it seenis 
not unreasonable, that books, the children of the braio, 
should have the honour to be christened with variety of 
names, as well as other infants of quality. Our famous 
Dryden has ventured to proceed a point failher, endea- 



* The title-page in the original was so torn, that it was not possible 
to recover several titles, which the author here speaki of. No(e~b$l 
the Author. 
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Tourmg to introduce also a multiplicitj of god-fathers;''^ 
M^hich is an improvement of much more advantage upon ' 
a very obvious account. It is a pity this admirable in- 
vention has not been better cultivated, so as to grow by 
this time into general imitation, when such an authority 
serves it for a precedent. JN"or have my endeavours 
been wanting to second so useful an example: but it 
seems, there is an unhappy expense usually annexed to 
the calling of a god-father, which was clearly out (rf my 
liead, as it is very reasonable to believe. Where the 
(yinch lay, I cannot certainly affirm ; but having employ- 
ed a world of thoughts $ind pains to split my treatise into 
fwty sections, and having entreated forty lords of my 
acquaintance, that they would do me the honour to stand, 
they all made it a matter of conscience, and sent me 
their excuses. 






SECT. n. % 



Once upon a time, there was a man who had three sons 
by one wtfe^f and all at a birth, neither could the mid- 
wife tell certainly which was the eldest. Their father 
died while they were young ; and upon his death-bed, 
calling the lads to him, spoke thus : 

" Sons : because I have purchased no estate, nor was 
bom to any, I have long considered of some good lega- 
cies to bequeath you ; and at last, with much care as 
well as expense, have provided each of you (here they 

* See Virgil translated, &c. On|tnaZ.~"'He dedicated the different 
parts of Virgil to different patrons. H. 

f By these three sons, Peter, Martin, and Jack — Popeiy, the - 
Church of England, and our Protestant Disaenters, are designed. W.- *"*" 

WOTTON. 
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are) a new coat* Now, you are to understand, that these 
coats have two virtues contained in them : one is, that 
with good wearing;^ they will last you fresh and sound 
as long as you live : the other is, that they will grow in 
the same proportion with your bodies, lengthening and 
widening of themselves, so as to be always fit. Here ; 
let me see them on you before I die. So ; Very well ; 
pray children weai* them clean, and brush them ofit^ 
You will find in my willf (here it is) ftiU instructions & 
.every particular concernii^ the wearing and msois^e- 
tfjlpent of your coats ; wherein you must be very exact, to 
avoid the penalties I have appointed for every trans- 
gression or neglect, upon which your future fortunes 
will entirely depend. I have also commanded in my 
will, that you should live together in one house like 
brethren and friends, for then you will be sure to thrive, 
and not otherwise." 

Here the story says, this good father died, andth^ 
three sons went all together to seek their fortunes. 

I shall not trouble you with recounting what adven- 
tures they met for the first seven years, any farther than 
by taking notice, that they carefully observed their fa- 
ther's will, and kept their coats in very good order: 
that they travelled through several countries, encounter- 
ed a reasonable quantity of giants, and slew certain 
di-agons. 

Being now arrived at the proper age for producing 
themselves, they came up to town, and fell in love with 
the ladies, but especially three, who about that time 

* Th^Scripture. MS. Pate.— By his coats, which' he gave his som, 
are meant the. garment of the Israelites. W. WoTTON.~An error 
(with srbmissiftn) of the learned commentator ; for by the coats are 
meant the doctrine and faith of Christianity, by the wisdom of the di - 
vincfo'under fitted to all times, places, «nd circumstances. Lambin^. 

f The New Testament. H. 
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a chief reputation ; the Dutchess d* Argent. MAdsme 
fxnds Tiires^ aod the Countess (POrgueiL* On 
ii-st appearance, our three adventurers metivith a 
bad reception; and soon, with great sagacitj, 
ig out the reason, they quickly began to improve 
good qualities of the town: they writ, and rallied, 
lytned, and sung,, and said, and said nothing; 
rank, and fought, and whored, and slept, and swore, 
)ok suufT; they went to new plays on the first 
hannted the chocolate-houses, beat the watch, lay 
ks, and got claps; they bilked hackney-coachmen^ 
debt with shopkeepers, and lay with thdr wives ; 
illed bailiffs, kicked fiddlers down stairs, eat at 
t's,t loitered at Will's 4 they talked of the draw- 
im, and never came there; dined with lords they 
saw : whispered a dutchess, and spoke never a 
exposed the scrawls of their laundress for billet- 
»f quality ; came ever just from com*!, and were 
seen in it; attended the levee wh dio: got a Hst 
» by heart in one company, and with great fami- 
retailed them in another. Above all, they con- 
attended those committees of senators, who are 
n the house, and loud in the coffee-house ; where 
ightly adjourn to chew the cud of politics, and 
lompassed vith a ring of disciples, who lie in wait 
h up their droppings. The three brothers had 
id forty other qualiflcations of the like stamp, too 
I to recount, and by consequence were justly ^ _ 
ed the most accomplished persons in the town ; ^ 

ir mistrewes are the Dutchess d*Arge^^^adem<4fleUe d^ 
ritrcB, and the Countess d^Orgueil, i. ci^^kpusAis, ambi- )y/ 
I oride ; irhich were the three great vi^^B| ffie ancidit ^ 
aveighed against, as the first corruptid^^R ' Christianity. 

?t€d Tavern. N. ^Scct-W-' 
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but all would not suffice, and the ladies aforesaid continur 
ed still inflexible. To clear up which difficulty, I musU 
with the reader's good leave and patience, have recourse 
to some points of weight, which the authors of that age 
have not sufficiently illustrated. 

For, about this time it happened a sect arose,"*^ whose 
tenets obtained and spread very far, especially in the 
^ande monde^ and amoqg every body Of good fashion. 
They wcnrshipped a scwrt of idol ;t who, as their doctrine 
delivered, did daily create men by ia kind of manufacto- 
ry operation. This idol they placed in the highest part 
of the house, on an altar erected about three feet; he 
was shown in the postui-e of a Persian emperor^ sitting 
on a superfices, with his legs interwoven under him. 
This god had a goose for his ensign ; whence it is that 
some learned men pretend ta deduce his original from 
Jupifer Capitolimts, At his left hand, beneath the altar, 
hell seamed to open, and catch at the animals the idol 
was creating ; to prevent which, certain of his priests 
hourly flung in {neces of the unformed mass, or sub* 
stance, and sometimes whole limbs ahready enlivened, 
which that horrid gulf insatiably swallowed, terrH)le to 
behold. The goose was also held a subaltern divinity^ 
or deus tmnonan gentium, befoi'e whose shrine was sar 
crificed that creature, whose hourly food is huinan gore, 
and who is in so great renwn abroad for being the 
delight and favourite oi ih^ Mgyipiddca Cercopithecus.X 
Millions of these animals were cruelly slaughtered ev^ry 
day, to appease Uie hunger of that consuming deity. 



'* This IS an qcSsioDal satire upon dress and fa^on in order ft> 
introduce whaO^^Ps. H. 
f TailcHTS. ^^^^tate* 

% The ^yv^B worshipped a monkej, which animal is vei^ 
^ fond of eating l^^styled here creatures that feed on hua^an go^. 



H. 
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The cb^f idol wag also wordiiped as the iaventor of the 
^yard and needle; -whether as the god of seamen, or on 
account of certain other mystical attributes, has not been 
sufficiently cleared. 

The "worshippers of this deity had also a system of 
theii- belief, which seemed to turn upon the following 
fundamentals. They held the universe to be a large { 
sui^ of clothes, which invests every thing : that the earth [ f; 
is invested by the air ; the air is invested by the stars; 
and the stars are invested by the prhmim mobile. Look 
on this globe of earth, you will find it to be a very com- 
plete and fashionable dress. What is that which some 
call land, but a fine coat faced with green ? or the sea, but 
a waistcoat of water-tabby ? Proceed to the particular 
works of the creation, you will find how curious jour- 
neyman nature has been, to trim up the vegetable beaux; 
observe how sparkish a periwig adorns the head of a beech, 
and what a fine doublet of white satin is worn by th*^ 
birch. To conclude from all, what is man himself but 
a ndcro^oaty* or rather a complete suit of clothes with 
aH its trimtnings ? as to his body, there can be no dis- 
pute ; but examine even the acquirements of his mind, 
you will find them all contribute in their order towards 
fiumishing out an exact dress: to instance no more; 
is not religion a cloak ; honesty a pair of shoes worn 
ovti in the dirt; self-love a suitout; vanity a shirt; and 
conscience a pair of breeches; which, though a cover 
for lewdness as well as nastiness, is easily slipt down for 

the service of both. ^t 

These pastzdata being admitted, it will follow in due 

course of reasoning, that those beings, which the world 

♦ Alluding to the word microcosm, or a little world, as manllias 
been called by philosophers. H. 

f This humorous and witty train of ideas was probajbly suggested 
from the conscience of Oliver Cromwell, and the breeched on his 
coin. See Dodsky^s FugiHvk Pieces, vol. 11. p. 17. N. 
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calls improperly suits of cloaths, are in resdity the most 
refined species of animals ; or to proceed liigher, that 
they are rational creatines, or men. For, is it not 
manifest, that they live, and move, and talk, and perform 
all other oi&ces of human life ? are not beauty, and mU 
and mien, and breeding, their inseparable properties? in 
short, we see nothing but them, hear nothing but Aem. 
Is it not they, who walk the streets, fill up parliament — , 
coffee — , play — , bawdy-houses? It is true, indeed, that 
these aiiimals, which are vulgarly caUed suits ^ clothes^ 
or dresses, do according to certain compodtions receive 
different appellations. If one' of them be trimmed up 
with a gold chain, and a red gown, and a white rod, and 
a great horse, it is called a Urrd-majfOT : if certain er- 
mioes and furs be placed in a certain position, we style 
them a judge ; and so an apt conjunction of lawn and 
black satin we entitle a bishop. 

Others of these professors, though agreeing in the 
main system, were yet more refined upon certain branch- 
es of it; and held, that man was an animal compounded 
of two dresses, the natural and celestial suit, which were 
the body and the soul : , that the soul was the outward, 
and the body the inwai-d clothing ; that the latter was 
ex traduce ; but the former of daily creation and cir- 
cumiusion. This last they proved by Scripture, be- 
cause, in them we live, and move, and have our being \ 
as likewise by philosophy, because they are aU in all, 
and all in every part Besides, said they, separate thesis 
two, and you will find the body to be only a senseless 
unsavoury carcass. By all which it is manifest, that the 
outward dress must needs be the soul. 

To this system of religion, were tagged several subal- 
tern doctrines, which were entertained with great v(^e ; 
as particularly, the faculties of the mind, were deduced 
>7 the learned among them in this manner: embroidery, 
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wa^dieer wit ; gold fringe, was agreeable conrersation ; 
gold lace, was repartee ; a huge Jong periwig, was hu- 
mour ; and a coat fiiU of powder, was very good raille- 
lyf all which reqiured abundance of ^/^^^^ and detusor 
tesse to manage with advantage, as well sis a strict ob» 
seirance after times and fashions. 

I have, with much pains and reading, collected out of 
ancient authors this short summary of a body of philoso* 
phy and diving, which seems to have been composed 
by a vein and i«M:e of thinking, very different from any 
other systems eith^ ancient or modern. And it was 
not inerely to entertain or satisfy the reader's curiosity, 
but rather to give him light into several circumstances of 
the following story ; that knowing the state of disposi- 
tions and opinions in an age so remote, he may better 
comprehend those great events, which were the issue of 
them. I advise therefore the courteous reader to peruse 
With^a world of application, again and again, whatever 
I have written upon this matter. And so leaving these 
iliroken ends, I carefully gather up the chief thread of 
my story, and jHOcecd. 

These opinions therefore were so univei^I, as well 
as die practices of them, among the refined part of court 
and town, that our three brother-adventurers, as their 
circumstances then stood, were strangely at a loss. For, 
on the one side, the three ladies they addressed them- 
selves to> whom we have named already, were ever at 
the very top of the fasWon, and abhorred aH that were 
below it but the bfeadth of a hair. On the other side, 
their father's will was very precise, and it was the maia 
precept in it, with the greatest penalties annexed, not to 
add to, or diminish from their coats one thread; without 
s positive command in the will. Now the coafs their 
fiBLth^ had left ^hem, were, it is true, of very good cloth,, 
mnd besides, so neatly sown, ymi would swear they wort: 
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aU of a piece ; Init at the same time veiy plaixi, and iriA 
Iktle or no ornament : and it happened, that before tljBijr 
were a month in town, gieat ^Kuilder-knirts came vipi^ 
stcaigl^ all the world was shoulder-knots ; no approaching 
the ladies ruelUs without the quota of shoulder-knots.! 
" That fellow," cries one, " has no soul ; where is his 
sboulderrknot ?" Our three brethren soon discovered their 
want by sad experience, meeting in their walks with fwrfy 
mortifications and indignities. If they went to the play^ 
house the door-keeper showed them into the twelve-penny 
gaDery. If they called a boat, says a waterman, " lam 
fi|«t sculler*" If they stepped to the Rose to take a^ 
bottle, the drawer would cry, " Friend, we sell no aiei** 
If they went to visit a lady, a footman met them it 
the door with, " Pray send up your message." la thfo 
unhappy case they went immediately to consult their 
father^s will, read it over and over, but not a WJttd 
of the shoulder-knot : what should they do ? what tem> 
per should they find ? obedience was absolutely neces- 
sary, and yet shoulder-knots appeared ext3cemely requi- 
site. After much thought, one of the broUiers, who hap- 

* The first part of the Tale is the history of Pete^; thereby pope- 

I ry is exposed: every body knows the papists hare made great addi- 

i tions to Christianity, that indeed is the great exception which the 

\ church of England makes againt them ; accordingly Peter begins h|^ 

pranks with adding a shoulder-knot to his coat W. Wotton. 

His description of the cloth, of which the coat was made, has a 
farther meaning than the words may seem to import; " The coats 
their fother had left; them, were of very good cloth, and besides, so 
neatly sown, you would swear they were all of a piece j but at the 
iame time very plain, with little or h6 ornament.'* This is the. dis- 
tinguishing character of the christian religion : ckrisUana rdigio a6- 
aoltUa et simplex, was Ammianus M arcellinus's description of it, who 
was himself a heathen. W. WoTxtw. 

f By this is understood thefirst introducing of pageantry and unne- 
cessary ornaments in the church ; such as were neither for conve^ 
nience nor edification; 2iS ^ shoulder-knot, id which there is neither 
lymmetry nor use. H. 
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pened to be more book-learned than the other two, said^ 
he.had found an expedient. It is true, said he, there is 
nothing here in this yrill, tatidem verbis, making mention 
of shoulder-knots ; but I dare conjecture, we may find 
them inclusive, or totidem syUoibis, This distinction was 
immediately approved by all; and so they fell again to 
examine; but their evil star had so directed the matter, 
diat the first syllable was not to be found in the whole 
wniings. Upon ifhidi disappointment, he who found the 
fcnmer evasion, took heart, and said, Brothers, there are 
yet hopes ; for though we cannot find them totidem ver- 
hiSy nor totidem s^UaMs, I dare engage we shall make 
thenf'out iatzo modo, or totidem Uteris. This discovery 
was also highly commended, upon tthich they fell once 
more to the scrutiny, and soon picked out S,H,0,U,Ii,- 
D,£,R; when the same planet, enemy to their repose^ 
hadiwonderfully contrived, that a K was not to be found^^ 
Here . was a weighty difficulty ! but the distinguishing 
brother, for whom we shall hereafter find a name, now his 
band was in, proved by a very good argument, that K 
was a modern illegitimate letter, unknown to the learned 
ages, nor any where to be found in ancient manusaipts. 
It is true, said he, the word Catendoi YiBth in Q. V. G.* 
been sometimes written with a K, but erroneously ; for iu 
the best a^ies it has been ever spelt with a C* And by 
consequence it was a gioss mistake in our language to- 
spell knot with a K; but that from henceforward he 
would take care it should be written with a C. Upon 
this all farther difficulty vanished ; shoulder-knots were 
made clearty out to be jure patemo ; and our three gen- 
tlemen swaggered with as large and as flaunting ones as 
the best. But as human happiness is of a very short du- ^ 
ration, 80 in those days were human fashions, upon which 

* Qtnbusdam wteribtts codicilms} some ancient manuscripts. H. 
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it €Dtkely depeods. Shoulder-knots h^d thdr time, aad 
ire must now imagine them in their decline ; lor a certsdn 
lord came just from Paris iriih filly yards of gold^ace 
upon his coat, exactly trimmed after the court-fashion of 
that month. In two days all mankind appeared closed 
up in bars of gold-l^ce i"*^ whoever durst peep abroad 
without his compliment of gold-laoe, was as scandalous as 
a — and as ill received amongthe women ; what should 
our three knights do in this momentous afiGBorP they had 
sufficiently strained a point alieady in the affair of shoul- 
der-knots: upon -recourse to the will, nothing appeared 
there but altum sUentkcou That of the shoulder-knots 
was a loose, flying, circumstantial point ; but this of ^did- 
lace seemed too corciderable an alteratioa without better 
warrant ^ it did aiiquoinodo essenitioi adhttrere^ and there- 
fore required a positive precept. But about this time it 
fell out, that the learned brother aforesaid had read AriS" 
UUU9 dialectica^ and especially that wonderful , piece de 
interpretetticney which has the faculty of teachiog its 
readers to find out a meaning in every thing but itself^ 
like commentators on the revelations, who ph)ceed pro^ 
phets without understanding a syllable of the text. 
" BroUiers," said he^ "you are ta be Informed, tha^t of 
wills duo stmt genera^ nuncupai(ny\ ai^d scriptaiyi ; that 
in the scriptory will here before us, there is no ^r6<^t or 
mention about gold^lace,c<mi;^'^tir: but, si idem o^rme' 
tur de miTWupatmOy negaiuat. FoVy brothers, if you re- 
member, we heard a fellow say, when we were boys, that 
he heard my father's man say, that he would advise his 
sons to get gold-lace on their ceats^^ as soon as ever they 

* I cannot tell whether the author means ai^ncw innovation by 
this word, or whether it be only to introduce the new methods oC 
forcing and perverting Scripture. H. 

t By 'this is meant tradition, allowed by the papists to have equal 
authority with the scripture, or rather greater. H. 

X Traditions about rich vestments for tiue clergy. MS. P(dt^ 






A TALB OF A TUB. 85 

c^ould procure money to buy it." — " By G— , that is very 
true^^'. cries the other.* " I remember it perfectly well," 
said ^e thii'd. And so without m^h'e ado # they got the 
largest gold^ace in the parish, and walked about as fine 
as lords. 

A while after there came up all in fashion a pretty sort 
of JUxme-colaured scUin\ for linings; and the mercer 
brought a pattern of itimmediatdy to our three gentle- 
men: "An please your worahips," said he, *my Lord 
Conway and Sir John Walters had linings out of thi» 
very piece last night ; it takes wonderfully , and I shall 
not have a remnant lel^ enough to make my wife a pin- 
cushion, by to-morrow moraing at ten a clock." Upon 
this they fell again to rummage the will, because the pre- 
sent case also required a positive precept, the lining be- 
ing held by wthodox writto to be of the essence of the 
coat. After long search, they could fix upon nothing to 
the matter in hand, except a short advice erf" their father 
in th^ wiU, to take care tffire, and put out their candles 

f* ** When the papists cannot find any thiqg which they want in 
Scppture, they go to oral tradition : thus Peter is introduced dissatis- 
fied with the tedious way of looking for all the letters of any word, 
which he has occasion for in the will ', when neither the constituent 
syllables, nor much less the whole word, were there in termitds. W. 

WOTTON. V 

+ This is purgatory, whereof he speaks more particularly here^ 
after J but here, only to -show how Scripture was perverted to prove 
it, which was done, by giving £qual authority with the canon to 
Apocrypha, called here a codicil annexed. It is likely the author, 
in every one of these changes in the brothers'^ dresses, refers id some 
particular error in the church Of Rome, though it is not easy, I think, 
to apply them all r but. by this of flame-coloured satin, is manifestly 
intended purgatory : by gold-lace may perhaps be understood, tiie 
lofty ornaments and plate rn the churches ; the shoulder-knots and 
silver fringe ar^ not so obvious, at least to me j but the Indian figurts 
of men, women, and children, plainly relate to the pictures in the 
Romish churches, of God like an old man, of the Virgin Mary, and 
our Savloar as a child. H. ^ * 
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hefhreffi^wmt to sleip.* Tiiis, though a good deal for: 
the purpose, and helping very far towards self^^oQvictiOQy - 
jet not seeming wholly of force to establibh a commaiid ; 
(being resolved to avoid farther scruple, as well a& future 
occasion for scandal ;) says he that was the scholar, " I re-^ 
member to have read in wills of a codicil annexed^ which 
is indeed a part of the will^ and what it contains has 
equal authority^ with the rest. IS^w, I have be^ consi* 
dering of this same wHl here before us, and I cannot 
reckon it to be complete for want of such a codicil:! I 
will therefore fasten one in its proper place very dexte- . 
Fously : I have had it by me some time; it was written 
by a d(^-k.eeper of my grandfather's,:}; and talks a great 
deal, as good luck would have it, of this very flame" 
cidoured saiinJ*^ The project was immediately approved 
by the other two; an old parchment scroll was tagged on 
according tq art, in the form of a codicil annexed, and the 
satin bought and worn. 

Next winter, a player, hired for the purpose by the 
corporation of Jringe-malcer^y acted his part in a new 
comedy, all covered with silver frifige^^ and according to 
the laudable custom, gave rise to that fashion. Upon 
which the brothers ccwsulting their father's will, to their , 
gr^at astonishment found thei^e words: Item, I charge 
and command my said three sons to wear no sort of silver 
fringe upon or about their said coats, <&:c. with a penalty, 
in case of disobedience, too long here to insert. How- 
ever, after^ome pause, the brother so often mentioned for 
his erudition, w}k> was well skiDed in criticisms, had found 
in a certain^uthor, which he said should be nameless, ^ 
that the same word, which in the will is caHed fringe, I 

* That is, to take care of Hell j and, in order to do that, to subdue 
and extinguish their lusts. H. v 

f Apocrypha. MS. Pate, 

X That part of the Apocrypha where mention is made of Tobit and 
his dog. H. 

§ Habits of the clergy. MS, Pate, 
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does afeo sigmiy a hvmn-stick;^ and douMless ought t6 
hate the same interpretatioD in this paragraph. This 
aiiotter of the brothers disliked, beeaose of that epithet 
MbfCTy which could not^ he humbly conceiTed, in propriety 
t)f ^ech, be reasonably applied to a hroomsHdc; but it 
was replied iq)on him, that this epithet was understood io 
a n^thok)gi€al and allegcnical sense. However, he ob- 
jected again, why their father should forbid them to wear 
a bream-stick on thdr coats, a caution that seemed unna- 
tural and impertinent ; upon which he was taken upshort, 
as one that s^ke irreverenCl^ of a mystery, which doubt- 
less was yary useliil and significant, but ought not to be 
over-curiously pried into^ or nicely reasoned upon. And 
in short, their father's authority being now considerably 
sunk, &is expedient was allowed to serve as a lawful dis- 
pensation for wearing| thek full proportion of silver 
fringe. 

A while afier was revived an old fashion^ long anti- 
quated, of emifrmden/^f with Indian fgures cfmen, tvo' 
men^ and ckildren,l Here they remembered but too 
well^ how their father had always abhorred this fai^on ; 
tha^ he made several paragraphs on purpose, inpcvtii^ 
his utter detestation of it, and bestowing his everlasting 
curse to his sons,^ whenever they should wear it. For all 
this, in a few days they appeared higher in the fashion , 
than any body else in the town. But they solved the 
matter by saying, " that these figures were not at all the 
same wHh those that were formerly worn, and were 

* The next snbject of our author^s wit, is the glosses and interpre- 
tati<»is of Scripture ; very many absurd ones of which are allowed 
in the most authentic books of the church of Rome. W. Wotton. 

+ Image worship. MS. Pate. * 

X The images of saints, tlie blessed virgin, and our Saviour an in- 
fant H. - 

$ Images in the church of Rome give him but too fair a handle, the 
brothers remembered, &c. The allegory here is direct. W. Wottox; 
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meant in the will. Besides, they did not wear them ia 
die sense, as forbidden by their father; but as they were 
a commendable custom, and of great use to the public. 
That these rigorous clauses in the will did therefore re- 
quire «ome allowance, and a favourable inteqiretatioQ; 
and ought to be undei-stood cum grano saMs.^^ 

But fashions perpetually altering in that age, the 
scholastic brother grew weary of searching farther eva- 
sions, and solving eyerlasilQg contradk^tipns. Resolved 
therefore at all hazards to comply with the modes of th^ 
ilprldj^hey concerted matters together^ and agreed ufia» 
niittously to lock up their father's will in a strong ho^ 
lMt»ught out of Greece Gt Italy ^ I have forgotten which, 
and trouble themselves no farther to examine it, but on- 
ly refer to its authority whenever they thought fit. In 
consequence whereof, a while after it grew a general 
mode to wear an infinite number of points^ most of theiiri 
lagged TyUh silver : upon which, the scholar pronooneed 
ex cathedra^] " that points Vf ere absolutely ^/tirf/Mz^mti^ 
as they might veiy well remember. It is true, indeed, 
the fashion^rescribed somewhat more than were directly 
named in the wiD ; however, that they, as heirs-genere^ 
of their father, had power to make and add certain 
clause for puUic emolument, though not deducible, l<>- 
tidem verbisy from the letter of the will, or else multtt 

* The papists formerly forbad the people the use of Scripture m 
the vulgar tongue r Peter therefore Iock» up his father^s vill in a. 
/ fftrong box, Iwrought out of Gfeece or Italy r these countries are 
I named, because the ffevr Testament is written in Greek; and the 
i vulgar Latin, which is the autlientic edition of the Bible in the 
J church of Rome, is in the language of old Italy. W. Wotinon. 
I f The pop68, in their decretals and bulls, have given their sanctioa 

i to very many gainful doctrines, wiiich are now received In the church 
of Rome, that are not mentioned in Scriptmre, and are unknown ta 
the primitive church: Peter, accordingly, pronounces ex cathedra^ 
that points tagged with silver were absolutely jure paUnWy and ao 
they wore them in great numbers. W. Wotton. 
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sAsurda sequerenturJ*^ This was understood fwr canoni« 
cal, and therefore, on the following Sunday, they came 
to church all covered with points. 

The learned brother, so often mentioned, was reckon- 
ed the best scholai* in alt that, or the next street to it ; 
insomuch as, having run something behind-hand in the 
world, he obtained the favour from a certain lord,* to 
receive him into his house, and to teach his children. A 
while after the lord died; and he, by long practice upon 
hM father's will, foaud tlie way of contriving a deed, of 
conveyance of that house to himself, and his heirs rf up* 
on which he took possession, turned the young squirt 
iiut, ^d received his brothers in their stead.^ 



SECT. III. 

A DIGRESSION CONCERNING CRITICS.§ 

Although I have been hitherto as cautious as I 
could, upon all occasions most nicely to follow the rules 
and methods of writing laid down by the example of oiur 

* This was Constantine the Great, firom whom the popes pretend 
a donation of St. Peter^s patrimonT', which they have never heen 
■able to produce. H. 

f Thus the Pope, upon the decease of the Duke of Ferrara with- 
out lawful issue, seized the dutchy, as falling to the holy see, jure di- 
vino, Ms. Pide. 

X The bishops of Rome en oyed their privileges in Rome, at first, 
by the favour of emperors, whom at last 'they shut out of their own 
capital city, and then forged a donation from Constantine the Great, 
the better to justify what they did. In imitation of this, Peter hav- 
ing run something behind-hand in the world, obtained leave of a 
certain lord, &c. W. Wotton. 

$ The several digressions are written in ridicule of bad critics, 
dull commentators, and the whole fraternity of Grab-streot philoBo- 
fhers, Orrbrt. 
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illustrious modems ; jet has the unhappj shortDess of my 
memory led me into an error, from which I must imme- 
diately extricate myself, before I can decently ptu'SQe 
my principal subject. I confess with shame, it was an 
unpardonable omission to proceed so far as I have alrea- 
dy done, before I had performed the due discourses, ex< 
postulatory, supplicatory, or deprecatory, with my gp6d 
lords the critics. Towards some atonement for this 
grievous neglect, I do here make bold, humbly to pre- 
sent them with a short account of themselves, and their 
art, by looking into the original and pedigree of the 
word, as it is generally understood among us ; and very 
Iniefly considering the ancient and present state thereof. 
By the word critic, at this day so frequent in all con- 
versations, there have sometimes been distinguished 
three very different species of moii:al men, according as 
I have read in ancient books and pamphlets. For first, 
by this term were understood, such persons as invented 
or drew up rules for themselves and the world, by ob^ 
serving which, a careful reader might be able to pro-' 
noimce upon the productions of the learned, form hia 
taste to a true relish of the sublime and the admirable, 
and divide every beauty of matter, or of style, from the 
corruption that apes it: in their common perusal of 
books, singling out the errors and defects, the nauseoud, 
the fulsome, the dull, and the impertinent, with the cau<^ 
tion of a man that walks through Edinburgh streets init 
morning, who is indeed as careful as he can to walch (fi- 
%ently, and spy out the filth in his way ; not that he 
is curious to observe the colour and complexion of the 
<H*dnre, or take its dimensions, much less to be paddling 
in, or tasting it; but only with a design to come out as 
cleanly as he may. These men seem, though very erro- 
neously, to have understood the appellation of critic in a 
literal sense j that one principal part of his office was to 
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praise and acquit; and that a critic, who sets up to read 
43(olj for an occasion of erasure and reproof, is a crea- 
ture as barbarous as a judge, who should take up a re- 
solution to hang all men that came before him upon a 
trial. 

Again, by the word critic have been meant, the re- 
storers of ancient learning from the worms^ and graves, 
and dust of manuscripts* 

Now the faces of those two, have been for some ages 
utterly extinct; and besides, to discourse any farther of 
them would not be at all to my purpose. 

The third and noblest sort is that of the TRUE CRF 
TIG, whose oi-iginal is the most ancient of all. Every 
true critic is a hero born, descending in a direct line 
hGifL a celestial stem by Momus and Hybris, who begat 
JZoilus, who begat Tigellius, who begat Etceetera the 
elder ; who begat Bentley, and Kymer, and Wotton^ and 
PeiTault, and Dennis ; who begat Etcstera the youi^er. 

And these are the critics, from whom the common- 
wealth of learning has in all ages received such im- 
meise benefits, that the gratitude of their admirers 
placed their origin in Heaven, among those of Hercules, 
Theseus, Perseus, and other great deservers of mankind. 
But heroic virtue itself has not been exempt from the 
obloquy of evil tongues. For k has been objected, that 
iStme ancient heroes, famous for combating so many gi- 
ants, and dragons, and robbers, were in their own persons 
a greater nuisance to mankind tl^tn any of those moq- 
sters they subdued; and therefore, to render their obli- 
gations more complete, when all other vermin were de- 
stroyed, should, in conscience, have concluded with the 
same justice upon themselves. Hercules most gene- 
rously did, and has upon that score pit>cured to himself 
0101*6 tem{4es and votaries than the best of his fellows. 
Fcur these reasons, I suppose, it is, why tome have con- 
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ceiyed, it would be very expedient for the public good' 
of learning, that every true critic^ as soon as he had It 
nidhed his task assigned, should immediately defivit 
himself up to ratsbane, or hemp, or leap from soknlf 
convenient altitude ; and that no man's pretentions t6^ 
illustrious a character, should by any means beteceiv^ 
before that operation were performed. 

Now, from this heavenly descent of criHcism, and the 
close analogy it bears to heroic virtue, it is easy to afr 
sign the proper employment of a true ancient genuiae 
critic; which is, to travel through this vast worM of 
writipgs; to pursue and hunt those monstrous faiiltp 
bred within them ; to drag out Uie lurking errors, Iik% 
Cacus from his den; to multiply them Wne Hydra's 
heads ; and rake them together like Augeas's dui^; oi 
•else drive away a sort of dangerous fowl, who have a 
pervei-se inclination to plunder the best branches of ffe 
tree of knowledge, like those stymphalian birds that eat 
up the fruit. 

These reasonings will iiirnish us with an adeqiuite 
definition of a true critic : that he is discoverer and col- 
lector of writers' faults ; which may be farther put be- 
yond dispute by the following demonstration z that who- 
ever will examine the writings in all kinds, wherewidi 
thi^ ancient sect has honoured the World, shall immedi- 
ately find, from the whole thread and tenour of them, that 
the ideas of the authors have been altogether conversant 
and taken up with the faults, and blemishes, and over- 
sights, and nustakes of other writers; and, let the sub- 
ject treated on be whatever it will, their imaginations 
are so entirely possessed and replete with the defects oJ 
other pens, that the very quintessence of what is bad 
does of necessity distil into their own ; by which meani 
the whole aj^ars to be nothing else but aa abstract o 
the criticisms themselves have made. 
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Having thus briefly considered the original and office 
£ 9, 0n(i€, as the word is understood in its most noble 
md universal acceptation, I proceed to refute iVe objec- 
ipnsof those, who, argue from the silence and preier- 
siission of authors; by which they pretend to prove, 
that the yery «rt of criticmn^ as now exercised, and by 
me explained, is ii holly modem; and consequently, that 
the (^tics of Great-Britain and France have no title 
to an original so ancient and illustrious as I have de^ 
duce^. Now, if I can clearh make out, on the contrar 
ryy that the ancient writers have pai-ticuiarly described 
the person and the office of a true critic^ agree- 
i* to the definition laid down by me; their »j-and 
cwjection, from the silence of authors, will fall to the 
gpnmnd. 

J confess to h^e, for a long time, bwrne a part in this 
gengpal error ;t from which I should never have acquit- 
ted myself, but through tfie assistance of our noble mo- 
derns; whose most edifying volumes I turn indefatiga- 
bly ovei" night and day, for the improvement of my mind, 
^na.ihf goodof my country: these have, withunweari- 
^ pains, made many usefid searches into the weak sides 
ctf die ancients, and given us a comprehensive list of 
them4 Besides, they have proved beyond contradic- 
tkm, that the very finest things delivered of old, have 
jbe^ajong since invented, and brought to light by much 
lat^|>ens; and that the noblest discoveries those an- 
cients ever made, of art or of nature, have all been pro- 
duced by the transcending genius of ^e preset age. 




** Swift often uses the adjective instead of the adrerb ; it should 
have been * agreeably to,' &c. S. 

f This is ungraaunatical , the proper mode of expressing here, 
would be, * i confe?«r that I have, for a long time, borne a part,* &c. S. 

t See Wotton of ancient and modern learning, HhU by ike au- 
(fvor. 



'?jit.^::!j^maMti 



91 



A TALE OF i tUB. 



Which clearly shows how little merit those andentfi^ can 

justly pretend to ; and takes off that blind admiration paid 

them by men in a comer, who have the unhapp^ness of 

qonversing too little with present things. ReflectiDg 

maturely upon all this, and taking in the whole compass 

of human nature, I easily concluded, that these juaci^Bts, 

highly sensible of their many imperfecUons, must needs 

have endeavoured, from some passages in their work^ to 

obviate, soften, or divert the censorious reader, by sat&re, 

or panegyric upcm the true critics^ in imitation of didr 

masters, the moderns. Now, in the common-plaoc^ of 

both these, I was plent^lly instructed, by a long coi&se 

of useful study in prefaces and prologues ; and theref(Nr^ 

immediately resolved to try what I could discover of ^- 

ther, by a diligent perusal of the most ancietit writixi 

and especially those who treated of the earliest tin^ 

Here I found, to my great surprise, that, although jdK^ 

all entered, upon occasion, into particular descriptioziiaf 

the true Critic^ according as they were governed by tKcw 

fears or then: hopes ; yet whatever they touched of tM 

kind, was with abundance of caution, adventurii^ qO 

farther than mythology and hieroglyphic. This, I mg; 

pose, gave ground to superficial readers for uiging the$ 

lence of authors against the antiquity of the tru^ Cmc, 

though the types are so apposite,, and the applications so 

necessary and natural, that it is not easy to conceive, h0W 

any reader, of a modern eye and taste, could overlook 

theih. I shall venture from* a great number ib produce - 

a few, which, I am very confident, will put this question 

beyond dispute. 

It well deserves considering,* that these ancient 
writers, in treating enigmatically upon this subject, have 



* This expression is foulty; it should be, ' It well deserves to be 
eofisidcred :* or, * it well deserves coDsideration,' &c. S. 
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g^n^allj fixed upon the very saine hieroglyph, varyiDg 

pply th^ story, according to their afTectioos, or their wit. 

For first ; Pausanias is of opinion, that the perfection of 

.il^riting con-ectf was entirely owing to the institution of 

er^ics ; and that he oan possibly mean no other than the 

trwR critic^ is, I think, manifest enough from the follow- 

ij3g desciiption. He says, they were a race of men, who 

deputed to nibble at the superGuities, and excrescences 

iiS books ; which the learned at length observing, took 

fjofning, of their own accord, to lop the luxuriant^ the 

^K^ky the dead, the sapless, and the overgrown branches 

fimn tbeii' works. But now^ all this he cunningly shades 

l|M6r the following allegory ; that the Nauplians in Ar- 

|os learned the art of pruning their vines, by observing, 

tl^. when an ASS had browsed upon one of them, it 

tMved the better, and bore fairer fruit. But Herodotus, 

hf^^ng the very same hieroglyph, «peaks n^uch plainer, 

1^ almost in temdnis. He has been so bold as to ta^: 

mjnie critics of ignorance and malice ; telling us open- 

y lii^lor I think nothi|ig can be plainer, that in the western 

jirt^Qf lAhya^ there were ASSES with horns : upon 

.f^h' Illation Ctesiasf yet refines, mentioning the very 

n^ animal about India, adding, that whereas all otl^er 

^S wanted a gall, these horned ones were so re- 

ant 10 that part, that their flesh was not to be eaten. 

v»|[^au8e of its extreme bitterness. 



'sr.i- 



S^dw, the reason why tliose ancient writei-s treated this 

f ,|||ject ogjf by types and figures, was, because they durst 

fl^ make opep attacks against a party so^j)otent and so 

terrible as the ci-itics of those ages were ; whose very 

voice was so dreadfuj, that a lesion of authors would 

^ tr^einble, and drop their pens at the sound ; for so Hero- 



% f Vide excerptd ex eo apud Photium. Onglml. 
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tiotu8 tells us expressly io another pl^ce, bow a vast army 
of Scythians was put to flight in a panic terror by ttas 
braying of an ASS. From hence* ni is conjectured J^y 
certain profound philologerg, -that the great awe and re- 
verence paid to a true critic, by the writers of Britaii^ 
have been derived to us from those our Scythian nitnces- 
tors. In short, this dread w as so universa), that in pin- 
cegs of time, those authors^ i^ho had a mind to publish 
their ^ntiments more freely, in describing the trveCriU^ 
of their several ages, Mere forced to leave off the i^e jpf 
the former hieroglyph, as too nearly approaching the.j^t)- 
totype, and invented other terms instead thereof^ that 
w^e more cautious and mystical : so^ Diodorus, s|)«e&]b- 
ing to the same pinrpose, ventures no farther thanto^say^ 
that in the mountains of Helicon, there grows a certi^ 
weed, which bears a flower of so damned a scent, as to 
poison those who offer to smell it. Lucretius gives exr 
actly the same relation; ' 

Est §Ham in magnis Hdiconis montUma arbos^ 
B^loris odore hominem tetro conmeta rucare.* 

liib. vi. 

But Ctesias, whom we lately quoted, has been a great 
deal bolder ; he had been used with much ^severity by 
the true Critics of his own age, and theiefore could not ' 
forbear to leave behind him, at least one deep mark of 
his vengeance against the whole tribe. His meaning it \ 
so near the surface, that I wonder how it possibf^ came 
to be overlooked by those who deny the antiquity of 

* * Prom hence/ frequently used by our author, as well as, ^from 
thenpe,' and *from whence,' are improper phrases, as the pr€posittOB 
*froni* is included in each of those words. ' Hence/ signifying Jrom 
this ;* thence^ from that ; 2ind ^ whence y'* from rvhich. S. 

* Near HeliccMi, and round the learned hill, , 

Grow trees, whose blossoms with^ their odour kill. H. 
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the itue critics. For, premiiing io make a descriptioii 
i>f manj strange animals about India, he has set down 
these remai'kable wwds : among the rest, says he, there 
is a serpent that wants teeth, and consequently cannot 
bite ; but if its vomit, to which it is much addicted, 
hi^pens to fall upon any thing, a certain rottenness or 
corit^tion eiiSties : these serpents are generally found 
amoQg the mountains, where jewels grow, and they ite- 
quently emit a poisonous juice ; whereof whoever drinks, 
that person's brains fly out of his nostrils. 

There was sdso among the ancients a sort of critics, 
not distinguished in species from the former, but in 
growth^ or degree, who seem to have been only the ty- 
roes or junior scholars ; yet, because of their differing 
employments, they are frequently mentioned as a sect 
bjr themselves. The usual exercise of these younger 
students was, to attend constantly at theatres, and learn 
to spy out the worst parts of the pl^y, whereof they were 
vobllged carefully to take note, and render a rational ac- 
count to their tutors. Fleshed at these smaller sports, 
like young wolves, ihey grew up in time to be nimble 
and strong enough for hunting down large game. For 
it has been observed, both among ancients and moderns, 
that a true critic has one quality in common with a 
whore and- an alderman, never to change his title xxr his 
nature; that a gray critic has been certainly a green 
one, the perfections and acquirements of his age, being^. 
only the^improv^d talents of his youth; like hemp, 
which some naturalists inform us is bad t^ sufibcations, 
though taken but in the seed. I esteem \he invention, 
or at least the refinements of prologues, to have been 
owing to tliese younger proficients, of whom Terence 
makes frequent and honourable mention, under the name 
of nudevoli. 
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Now, it is ecsftain, ihe iostitiJp|[% of the f rue crifu^ 
was of absolute neees^ty to the common w«s3th of le«it&- 
ing. Fbr all human actions seem to be divided,>1$e 
Themistoeles and his company; one man can ii^)^, 
and another can make a small town a great ci^; and 
he that cannot do either «ne or the other,:de8erve^*|of be 
^Licked out of the creation. The avoiding of which 
penalty, has doubtless given the first birth to the nation 
of critics; and, withal, an occasion for thdo: seoretfde- 
tractors to report, that a.true critic is a sort of meiMa^i 
set up with a stock and tools for his trade, at a^ little ex- 
pense as a tailor; and that there is much analdgj be^ 
tween the utensils and abilities of both : that the tai- 
lor's hell is the type of a critic's common-place book, aad 
his wit and learning held forth by the goose; that it re- 
quires at least as many of these to the making up of %oDe 
scholar, as of the others to the composition of a man; 
that the valour of both is equal, and their weapons 
near* of a size. Much may be said in answer to those 
invidious reflections; and I can positively affirm the 
first to be a falsehood: for on the contrary, nothing is 
more certain, than that it requires gi'eater layings out, to 
be free of the critic's company, than of any other yoii 
can name. Few, as to be a true beggM, it wHl cost the 
richest candidate every groat he is worth ; so, before one 
can commence a true critic, it will cost a man all the 
good qualities of his mind; which, perhaps for a less 
purchase, would be thought but an indiflferast bargain. 
Having thusHmply proved the antiquity ^f critician, 
and described the primitive state of it; I shall now ex- 
• amine the present condition of this empire, and show how 
well it agrees with its ancient self. A certain author,! 

* NeaF, for nearly. S. 
f A quotation ^after the manner of a great author. Vide Benl- 
le^s DissdrtatioD, &c. Origirud, 
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y/ft0se n^orts have &n^ ages since been entirely lost, 
do^es, in his' fifth book, and eighth chapter, say of critics, 
that thi6ir "writings are the mirrors of learning. This I 
imderstand In a literal sense, and suppose our author 
isHisrmean, that whoever designs to be a perfect writer 
intt0t4titepect4nto the books of critics, and coiriect his in- 
vftlrtioh there, as in a mirror. Now, whoever considers, 
iSi9i the mirrors of the ancients were made of brass, and 
^iw fiiercurio, may presently apply the two principal 
quialifications of a true modem critic, and consequently. 
iriusC heeds conclude, that these have always been, and 
HHist te for ever the same. For, brass is an emblem of 
dura;tion, and, when it is skilfully burnislied, will cast re- 
Het^on from its own superfices, without any assistance 
of tnerciuy from behind. All the other talents of a 
critic villi not require a pailicular mention, being in- 
cluded, or easily deducible to these. However, I shall 
tjohclude^ with three maxims, which may serve both as 
characteristics to distinguish a true modem critic from a 
pretender, and will be alsb of admirable use to those 
wdi-thy spirits who engage in so useful and honourable 
an art. 

^The first is, that criticism, contrary to all other facul- 
ties of the intellect, is ever held the truest and best, 
when it is the very first result of the critic's mind : as 
fowlers reckoQ the first aim for the surest, and seldom 
fail of missing the mark, if they stay not for a second. 

Second^ The true critics ai'e known, by their talent 
trfswarmi^ about the noblest writei's, % which they are 
canned merely by instinct, as a rat to the best cheese, or 
as a wasp to the fairest fruit. So, when the king is on 
horseback, he is sure to be the dktiiest person of the com- 
pahy ; and they that make their court best, aie such as 
bespatter him most. 
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Lastly. A trwcirilk^Mihe penilut] of a book^ is^^ki^ 
a dog at a *f0i^ ^hose thoughts and stomnch ^ 
Trholly set upon ivJbat the guests flings away^ and m&B^ 
quentlj is apt to snarl most, ivben there are tlie fewest 
boucs.* ■ .? . - .,.. ^; ' , .-^^ 

Thus much, I think, is suffident to serve by way of 
address to my patrons, the true modern critics; and may 
rery well atbne for my past silence, as well as that which 
I am likef to bbserve feirthe future. I liope I have>d& 
sei-ved so well 'of their whole body, as to meet with ^e^ 
nerous and tender usage at their liands. Supjported4iy 
which expectation, I go on boldly to pursue those ad- 
ventures, akeady to happily begun. ' -? 



* 



SEGT. IV. 

A TALE OF A TUB. 

I HAVE now, with much pains and study, conduct 
the reader to a period, where he must expect to^eariif'^ 

^eat revolutions. For no sooner had our learned 1^^ 
ther, so often Mentioned, got a warm house of his o^ 
pver his head, than he began to look tfig, and to take 

'mightily upon him; insomuch, that ^nless the geniie 
reader, out of his great candour, will please a little to ex- 
alt his idea, I am afraid he will hen<^forth hardly know 
the hero of the play, when he happens to Ijieet hina f 
his part, his dress, aqd his mien, being so much altered. 

He told his brothers, "he would have them to know 
that he was their elder, ai^d consequently his fathers 

* And how they*re disappointed when they're pleas'd. CoNcnKVE. 
MS.Patt. , .^ - 

f * Lfte' for * likely/ S. * - <^- ' 



- V'^^ 



■ .\?s. 



^JjE of a Ttfi. 101 



sd^heir; nay, a urMle after, he woal^not allow them^ 
to call him Br<4her, but Mr. PET3|^j and then he 
must 4)6 stykd Fatktr IPETER; and sometimes, w^i] 
2i<>rrf PiETER. To support this grandeur, which he 
soon begfan to consider could not be maint^jned without 
a better jTc^ni^p, than what; he was bo^ to: after much 
thought, he C8^ about at last to turn projector and vir-^ 
iuoso, wherein he so well succeeded, that many famous 
discoveries, projects and machines, which bear great 
Togtt^ and practice at pi:esent in the world, are owing 
entirely to Lord PETER's invention. I will deduce 
the best account I have been able to collect of the chief 
among them, witliout considering much the order they 
came out in ; because, I think, authors are not well a- 
peed as to that point. 

I hope, when this treatise of mine shall be translated 
Into foreign languages (as I may without vanity affirm, 
that the labour of collecting, the f^thfulness in recount- 
Ing, and the great usefulness of the matter to the public, 
will amply deserve that justice) that the worthy mem- 
bers of the several academies abroad, especially those of 

» F i w» « o ..aaaa.JD^^Tri[l feyourifely *l^5^pt these humble 
offers^ for the advancement of universal knowledge. I 

dp also advertise the most reverend fathers, the eastern 

missionaries, that I have, purely for their sakes, made 

use of such words and^hrases, as will best admit an 

easy turn into any of the oriental languages, especially 

the Chiqese. And so I proceed with great coptent of 

mind, u{)g|(f-.reflecting; how much emolument this whole 

globe of the earth, is likely to. reap by my labours. 

The first undertaking of Lord Peter was, to purchase 

a large continent^ lately said to have been discovered in 

terra austraUs incognita.* This tract of land he bought 

* The West ladies, sold bjr the Pope to the King of Spain. MS. 
Patt. 
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at a yeiy great penay-wortli, from the disooyex^s^^beii^ 
j5«lves, (though some pretended to do\M whether they 
had eyer been ther^) and then retailed it into several 
<;antOD9 Xo certain dealers, who cai-ried over 45ploni«B, 
but were all shipwrecked in the voyage. Upon whicli 
Lord Peter spld the said continent to other customera str. 
gain, and again, and again, and again, with tbe sftme 
success. 

The second project I shall mention, w^ his. iD^i»r: 
reign remedy for the worms^* especially those m.th% 
spleen.t The patient was to eat ^thing after. ^pp€f: 
for three nights:} as soon as he went to bedf be !^ipi 
care^ulfy ta lay on one side, and when he grew we,a^.; 
to tiirn upon the other: he must also duly confio^ ■ Jliii; 
two eyes to the same object : and by no means brei^ 
wind at both ends together, witliout manifest ^occask>]||«,i 
These prescriptioqus diligently obsjerved, ,the^oim5ir$iidd 
void insensibly by perspiration, ascending thrqu|^ ^i|^ 
brain. f*,^' 

Ar thu>d invention was the erection of a nMspeii^^ 
qffice^\ for the public good and ease of all such as ^ 
hypocondriacal, or troubled with tV_^f%^g y m )i^*^iTiff^ 
of all eves-droppers, physicians, midwives,'small.^tttt. 
cians, friends fallen Out, repeat^ poets, lovers ha^yier 
in despair, bawds, privy-counselors, pages, paraates, and 
buffoons: in short, of ajj such as are in danger of bi»«^ 

* Paetmg daye in lent. MS. Pate. 

f Penance and absolution are played mon under the^tion of ji 
sovereign remedy for the worms, especi^i^' in the spl^i|||^«hich by^ 
observing Peter's prescription would void insensibly br perspiration, 
ascending,:|through the brain, &c. W. Wotton. 

X Here the author ridicules the penances of the church of Rome, 
which may be made as easy to the sinner as he pleases, provided he 
will pay for them accordingly* H. 

f Confession. ^5^. Pate, 
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iv^ iriUr^too vaach il^d;^ Ab nss^a head was placed alb 
coare^entfy, that the pa^ty alTected, flight easily with 
his mouth accost either t>f the afiimal^^irs, to which he 
iiw to apply close fop a certaia space, aud by a fugitive 
fs^»;d1y, pectdiar to the ears of ^lat anima]) receive im- 
mediate benefit, either by eructation, or expiration, dip- 
eyjomtatlon. , 

Another very beneficial project of Lord Peter's was, 
aifi office ^.insurance for tobacco-pipes,t martyrs of the 

m<ld^ zeal, volumes of poetiy, siiadows, — ^-^ — 

ami livers; Ihat these, nor any of these, shall receive 
damage by fire- Whence, our friendly 8<>cleties may 
plainly: find themselves tabe only transcribeni from this 
original; though the one, and the other, have been of 
^reatrbenefit to the Undertakers, as weHas o^ equal to 
ibeptdsdic. 

I £6rd PETER was aho. held the original author of 
l^^^p^ m6^rmree'Sh4nvs ;X the great u^ulnesd whereof 
beuag ^ generally known, I diall not enlarge farther 



■: But an<rther discovery, for which he w as inuch i^ 

^^Xi&^^v(9&}mi^W^^^'^^ ^^ having 

-rmnarked how your common pickle,|| in use among 

heusewivesi was of uq fp&er benefit than lo pr^eive 

* By his whi^ering-oiBce, for the rd^f of fresHSrOK>ws, physi- 
ciins. bawds, and privy-counsellors, he^idiciilMf 9urici^j^. eonfes- 
jdoai.anc^tixepilest who takes it, is describ^>by tbe.M^s beskd. 

W. WpTTON. Ur - t %.V 

f^ Indu^i^^s. MS, I'/dterTbe gross abuses wiimof l^ii gave 
occasion Iblw&reformaticmi H. 

X Geremb^ies. MS. Bide. 
I 5 Holy water* MS. Pa^.— This he calls a univerpal j^kle, to . 
j preserve houses, gardens, towns, men, women, children, and cattle, 
I wherein he could preserve theip as sound as insects in amber. W. 

• WOTTOS, 

(] This is easily understoifd to be boly water, composed of the 
i*me ingredients with many other pickles. H 
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4ead flesb, and cerlaia kinds of vegetsft>Ies; Beter, irltb 
^at cost as well as art, had contrived a pieU^ pti^dper' 
ibr houses, gardens, towns, men, women, children, ^^mid 
cat^e ; wherein he could [ureserve them a&.somid'aiiin- 
sects in amber. Kow this pickle to the taste, the^i^adQ, 
and the sight, ^ppeai*ed exactly the same wHh what kin 
common ser^e for beef, and biHter,a ^d heitiiigs,>"aQd 
has been often that w$iy applied widi great success, hut, 
fear its maoy sovereign vktues, was quite a difieieot 
thing. For Peter would put ioi a certain quairtttjdIUs 
powder pmperknqmnpy* after which it never -fttiled of 
success. Tbe.<^ratioD was performed by t^^Rzr^gi|^ 
timf^ in a proper time of the moon. The patient lAo 
was to be pickled, if it:were a house, would iofsilihlyibe^ 
preserved from aU spiders, rats, and weazels ; if ^^pffi*- 
ty aSected were adog^ he i^ould be exempt &om liiafige^ 
and ma<kiesS) and hunger. It also ioJfklJiybly took twiy 
nftjfQfAill and liee, and scsdled heads firom^hildx^n^^^ ^- 
ver Iii«!d(Mipg the patient from any.duty, eitheir at bed or 
BOardt, '"• r— ~.w^-. ->..^^...^^, __._,. ^.'^^_' _^.^. ;^<i?;,'-;_t:^ 

Butof aU Peter's rarities, he most vdtied a^ c^aia 
set of buUs^X ^hose race wa& by greiit fortune -^|»e- 
served in a lineal descent from those, th^t guarded Jthe 
golden fleece. Though some who pretended to. observe 

them curiously, ^oubti^ the breed had not been kept en- 

1 , ■ ■ 

* Andbecause holy water differs only in consecration from eoa- 
mon water, therefore he tells us that his pickle by tile poMrder of 
pimperlimpimp receives new virtues, though it differs not in sight 
Bor smell from the common pickles, whtoh preserve li||p, and butter, 
and herrings. W. Wotton. v^ . 

f Sprinkling. H. . 

\ The papal bulls are ridiculed by name, so that here we are at 
BO loss for the author's meaning., W. Wotton. 

Here the author has kept the naiBe, and means the pope's bulls, or 
rather his fulminations, and excommunications of heretical princes, 
all signed with lead and the seal of the fishermaD, and therefore 
3aid to have leaden feet and fishevtailt!^ H* 
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^c^ndaHiBie; becaui^ the]^ had d^en^flited fibm tbeii* 

ttSGestaTBia solne qualities, aodhad sicqtured cythenrYery 

extraotdinaiy, by a foreign mixtur&r v'Sf^b^ bulls of Col- 

lebkare recorded to-baTebrffi^u feet; but whether it 

vhappeaed by ill pasture and running, by an aflay from 

luter^entkn of other pai^nts, from stden^' intrigues ; 

wheth^ a weakness in their j^genitors had impau'ed 

the seminal virtue, or by a decline neieessary through a 

^Img.^^ourse^f time, the originats of natuNs bding de- 

=\^|»ved?in'1he8a lafiei^i;iniTitjige8 of the woiid; whatever 

was the causey it is certaini;' that Lord Peter's bulls wai-e 

extremely iFidftted by ^e rust of time in the metal of 

^^ir feet, winch was now sunk into commcm lead, How'' 

e^ei^'^e terrible roaring, pecujiar to their lineage, iras 

'p^served; as likewise diat faculty of breathing oi^ fire 

•Ama' their nostrils;^ which notinrithstanding many of 

tlleur detractors took to be a feat c^ artf to be nolUng 

JO tenril^ as it appesared; {nxx^eeding bnly H^li^Aidr 

^usuiyi ^oinrsie of diet, which was of sqij^ibs aaii^iS^mer8.t 

However, they had two peculiar marks, which eji^me- 

ly distingui^ed them from tke bulls of Jaiion, and 

i^ieh I hate not met together in the descrip^u of any 

o&er monster, beside that in Hoi'ace : 

Varias inducere plutnas I 

and 
A'trum desinat in pisiem^ 

JfCiT these had fishes tot^,| yet upon occasion could out* 
fly any bird in the aii*« Peter put these bulls upon se- 

* These passages, and many others,*iio doubt, must be construed 
as aotichiistian, by the church of Bbme. When the chief minister 
and his minions are exposed^ the keener the satire the more liieible iff 
it to be interpreted into high treason against the king. ORRSRTi 

f These are the fulminations of the pope, threatening hell and' 
damnation to those princes who offend hi:ot< H. 

t- Sub annulo ptscatoris. MS, Pate, 
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veiti employs. . Sometimes he ^ould geCtiiMtti^^^^^ 
to Itright naughty bcj/s^* aod make 'Uiem qoax^ ■'"S^fam-' 
times he ii^Ould ^ud them oUt upofi eixafrds cf ^reottf^oh^ 
poi^ance ; where, it isnrd^iderfol to recoKat (stfidpe^ai^ ^ 
the caudduis reader may think imudi to belief it) W - 
apfkiitus sensibiUs deifil^ itself through t^e tvhote^^ 
mSy from their ncrfSle aifcestors; gaardkmi of ^tlte gic^iieiii 
fleece, they^ntkitted so cktremely f ond of gol^^thaitf 
Peter sent them abroad,though1t were only upon a^<5esir'^ 
pliraent, they would r5ai^«Da spit;^]^^ hel% aM^pla^ 
and fart, and snivel out fire, and keep %pi^q)etusKl ce^ 
tiU you flimg them a bit <^ goid; but theii, puhens ^ 
igiti jactUy they would grow calm and qai^t as la^ixk 
In short, whether by secret connivances or eocoiirfl^ 
ment from their- master, or out of dieir own^Hqitod^ 
affection to gold, or both ; it is certain they ware n#"b€C*^ 
terthan a sort of sturdy, swaggering begg^fBUdn^^ 
they could hot prevail to ^t an alms, Would make^vv^'- 
men miscaity, sdbid ehildl^n fdl ififto fits, who, t^^i^-f^ 
ry day, usually call sj^hts and faobgobUns, by^ iJtii^ 
name ofbidlrieggars. They grew at last so very troilM^t 
some to the neighbourhood, that soitie gentlemeif ef^^ftf^^^ * 
north-west got a paicel of right Eng1klNi»y^i2(ig^ -aadv 
baited them so^pibl^tjiat they felt it ever after^^ ^ >4: 
I must needs menli^ on^'^more of Lord Peter's. pr<K 
jects, whfiph was very j^Ktraordinary, and discovered himi 
to be master of a ^h reach, and profound invention. 
Whenever it hs^^ned,ths^ any rogue of Newgate w«8 
condemned to be hanged, Peter would offer }&^ a pmcv^ 
don for a certain sum <^ money ; which, when the poor 
caitiff had made all^ shifts to scrape ttp, and send, his 
Lordship would return a piece ef paper in tlus form :t 

* Th^t 18, kings who iMffirred his displeaflare. H. ^ "^ 

t Thb ir a^«oi7 of a gjeneral pardon, Bigned. lervus servorvtm y^ 
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v^^;jBdi wc^fHiB, ^i^ifib, jailo^ consti^^ h^i£^ 
hBogmea, Sid.^ Wfae^as^mie are informed^ that A. B. re* 
maifiS"te4he hands of ycrUj or aa^ of ^ou, under the 
seoti^see of death: We viUand command jcm, upon the ' 
si^ hereof^ to let the said prisoner depart to his owa 
hsyt)itatioo, whether Jie stands condemned for murdoE^^o- 
doin^i«^ samite, mGest,trea8onvblaspheiir|r,&c. for 
w|ikb^tU»i9hali be your sufficient i^arraht : and if you 
ftafejierectfi G— d^— ifiD you and yinirs to all eternity, 
A|b4tsome lad you heartily farewell. 

r /K v vYouriaosthumbte^ 

-.^/- > - . V man's man, : 

>^ EK^erer PETER."* 

, - - - - 

JMbe wcet^hes, trusling to this, lost their lives and mo- 
uey^itoo^ 

I^^Aeare of tbose, whom the learned among posterior 
wiEapj^ohitfbreommentators upon this elaborate ti*ea-< 
tise, Ulat they will proceed with^gr^o^t^&ution upon^er- 
taii>;^teu[^ potnts, wherein all,^^)bo are not veri adeptf^ 
may be in danger to form rash and hasty conclusions, 
e^ecially i& «ome mysterious paragraphs, where ccdrtain 
af^emtf are joined ier brevity ss^k^e, which in the opera- 
tion must foe divided. And I am. certain, that future 
sons of art will return large thanls to my memory, for 
so grate^ so useful an ifmuendo* 

It will be no difficult part to persuade the reader, 
that so many worthy discoveries met with great success 
in the 'world 5 thougli I may justly assure him,' that I 
have related much the smallest number; my design 
having been only to single out such as will be of most 
benefit for public imitation, or which best served to give 

.^ Absolution in articido nunfis, and the tax, camera; apostoUca, are 
jested upon in emperor Peter's letter. W. Wott©n* 
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some idea of ^the reach' «ifid wit of dm iav^ilcMr^ivAnd 
therfefoijB ' it need not be Krontlered at, if, bytiiishtianc, 
Lord Peter was become esiieeeding ricb^t but, ala&l he 
had kept his hma sa long attd so violent upon thettatci^ 
that at last it shocks itself, and b!e^an to turn round ^Inr « 
little ease. In short, nrhai with prid^ projects, and 
knavery, poor Peter wasgrown d]straeted,:^and€tQiii5iei7ed 
the strangest imaginations' in the world, te -tbeihei^t 
of his fits, as it is usual with those who rum mad^out of 
pride, he would call hmseU< GMAb'^t'%9^^^^sii^^ 
iime^ Monardi^ the Ufmer^e* " I havje seei^^Jani," 
says my author, ^' take three old Hghrcr^njned<k^^ 
and clap them all on his head,^ three stoi^ high, wiA a 
huge hunch €fkey& at Ins girdle4/and an smglin^isiKiin 
his hand.§ In which guise, whoever w«nt to l^e him | 
by the hand ili^die way of salutation, Petei* wUk mush 
grace, Mke a well^ducated spaniel, woijld present them 
with \mf0ot^\ and if they refiised hi& civility, then he 
trouid raise it as Idgh as their chaps, and^ve thipi a 
damned kick on the in%th, whidi has ey:er<aiBce-:bfeii 
called a salute. Whoever walked by withoij^/ paying 
himtheir compliments, having a wmKkr&l^strongbieath,^' 
he would blow their hats off into the dirt. Mean time 
his affairs at home went upsode downi andhistw0'bro- 
* The pope is not only allowed to be ffie vkar of Chnst, jbiut by 
several divines is called God upon.earth, and other blasphemous ft- 
tles are given him. H. 
f The triple-crown. H, 

X The keys of the church. Thechur<:h is here taken for^the.gate 
of Heaven j for the keys <rf Heavtm are assumed by the pope, in con- 
sequence of what our Lord said to Peter : *' I will give unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of Heaven.** H.^ 

\ The pope*^ universal monarchy,, and his triple crown, and fisher*ft 
ring. W. WoTTOW. 

Ij Neither does hi« arrogant way of requiring men to l^iss his slip^ 
.per eBcape reflecttoB. W. Wotson. 
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>- >^erftIiiBKlva^^m(tohed time; where hia Jbrgl &>tttodb^ was, 
-i^aMck b(# iiwrmms one morniiig out of do<Hr8,t and 
t? "klft own too, and ia their stead, gaye orders to pick up 
^«4heifirst three strollers tl^ai could be jiiet with in the 
s ^ortreetsk^ A while after he nailigd upthe cejlar-door;, and 
f^^'^^ouldnot sdlow his hroth^ni a tkgp ofdrirdc to their vic- 
*vVr iua}s.§ Dining one , day at an aldearman's in the city, 

rPeteir observed him.^p^tiating, after the manner of his 
vJMbrethren, in the prai$es of hl^ sii^loin pf beef. ^ Bee^" 
*M;:'SBld the sage liia^strate, ''is the king of meat; beef 
^•^fompreheods in* it the quintessence df partridge, and 
.V .quail, aiid venison^ and pheasant, and plumb-fmdding, 

• andcitttards? When P^ter came home, he w^uld needs 

> ^^^Jce^eiancy of cooking up Ais doetidne into use^ and^ 
'^'^al^ly the* precept, in default of a sirloin, to his browH 
s viorf: "Bread," says he, ''^ dew brothers, is the. staff of 

Mfe^^f in; wln^bres^kccmtainedy inclusive, the qninteg^ 
^>^ ;:^enq& of beef, mutton, veal, venison, partridge, phunb- 
. >' pudding, «ad oistard: and to render all complete, there 
^ >i is intermingled a due«quantity of water^ whose crudities 
:v: nre also corrected by yeast or barm; through which 

> H^iaeans ft' becomes a wholesome fermented liqtior, diffused 
'through the ina^ of the bread*" Upon the strei^th of 

' '^se conclusions, next day at dinner, was the Inrown loaf 
served up in all the formally of a city feast. " Come, 
brothers," said Peter, " fall to, and spare not; here is 

* This wprd properly aigiiifies a sudden jerk, or lash of a horse, 
when you do not expect it. H. 

•f^The celibacy of the Romish clergy is struck at in Peter's beat- 
ing, his own ani brothers wives oilt of doors. W. Wotton. 

X Gravids peccat sacerdos si uxoremducat^ quftm- si domi concabir 
nam foveat." MS. Pate, 

§ The pope*8 refusing the cup to tte laity, persuading them that 
the blood is contained in the bread, and that the bread i» the real 
wU'dentirebody of Chiist. H^ ^ 
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excaeKent good mutton /^ or hdkl, nonr ii^ fe«n4%:te# 3^ 
wiU help yott." At which word,- in much cer^mra^vi- 
with fork and knife he carves out two good^dkes .^rfMt ^ 
loa^ and presents each on a plate to his bn^hers.-: ^^hil^^ 
'elder ottbe two, not suddenly ^rHermg into LOTdPeter^f-^^ 
«4Hiceit, began with, very civil language ta exaBaiiie-^ii^ 
mystery. " My Iwd," said he, '* I doubt, wilh^^atsu)ys:^ 
missbn) there may be sonm mist^ke;"^-^** Wiat^'^-^ 
says Peter, ^ you tire pleasant; come then^ let y^^ieo^t 
this jest yoiff head is so big with."— 'f li^m hi^nSH^ 
world, my lord; but, unless I am vety much 4^b^- 
ceived, your lordship was pleased a wMle ago-tiE^ Irt^t^ 
fall a word about muttafii and I would be gl$ld ti|i*»- 
see it with aU my heart."—** How," said Pc^er, ap^^ 
pearing in great surprise, "I da not compreh<in^ IliSi^^ 
at all."-^T3|)on which, the younger interposii^ to - s^-^^ 
the business aright: "My Lord," said he, *'my briife<&P^ ^ 
1 suppose is hiHjgry, and longs forthe mutton yottr-IiOf#t >' 
^p has promised ns to dinner." — '* Pray^" ssdd Petei,*^-^ 
** take me ialoBg with you; either you are bo&mad^ C^^^ 
disposed to be merrier than I approve of j if ^oa fii6re d«r '^^ 
not like your piece, I will carve you another; tiuMi^^P'^ 
should take that to be the choice bit of the whdle should- 
der." — " Wiiat then, ray Lord," replied the fe®t,:**lt'^ 
seems this is a shoulder of mutton all this while." — '** Pray, 
sir," says Peter,^* eat your victuals, and leave off fwxr 
impertinence, if you please, for I am not disposed to re- 
lish it at present" But the other could not forbear, be- 
ting over-provoked at the affected seiiousDess of Petisrs 
countenance. " By G — , my Lord," said he, ^* I can 
only say, that to my eyes, and fingers, and teeth, and 

* TransubstantiatioD. Peter turns his bread into mutton; and) 
according to the popish doctrine of ccmcomitants, his i^ine too, 
which in his way he calls palming his damned crusts upon the bro- 
thers- for mutton; W. W0TT<W. 
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11086, |lk%;c»feil»46 be uetbH^ Uj^ 

whicliiher a^ond put in hW^ord ; ^ I never saw a piece 
of fitifMon in my^hft so tiearlj reaembling a slice from a 
•fivehe:penn^ liHtf^^^—^"' tjook. ye, geBtlenaen," cries Pet^ 
in a i^ei) ^ te^^onidtpce ypH, what a co^ple^of blind, po^ 
^l(^ ^^noranty mlful -pup^ are, I will use but 

Ag» plstia argui^nt ; l^ G— , it vi true, ^ood, natitfal 
naUt<m a^r any k^ LeadenhalLmar k6t ; and G-r- confound 
yon^^i^tk* et^rnaKy,-if you oflf(^ to believe otherwi^." 
Stusb-a tbuildering proof as thib Mt no far^ertoom for 
ol^etetioitf tbe two uiA^elie vers began to gather and pock- 
et un^ tl^ir^mistake, as hastily as they ^euld. *^Why, 
trul^,"^d the first, " up6n more manure consideration.'' 
" Ay" s>ys the pther^ interruptidg him, " now I have 
thoiight'bfttteron the thing, your lord^ip seems to have 
a ^at^ileal of reasan." — ^'^ Very well," said Peter.} 
/*;h^^4Ki5^, fiU me a beer-glass of claret ; here^sto you 
r ho^jvii^ all ray heart'- The two brethren^ much de- 
Ught^id ^ see him so readily appeased, returned their most 
humble thank$, And said, "they would be glad to ple^e 
Mb J-ardsMp." "That you diall," said Pet^; " I am 
iaot a person to refuse you any th^g that i^ ^re^isonable: 
win% moderately iaken, isa^cordial; here is a glass a 
piece for, you: it is true naturaljiuce from the^ grape, 
ncme of your damned vmtn^rs brewings." Ha^viog^oke 
tbus^ he presented to each of them another large dry 
crust, bidding them ^^ drink it ofT, and not be bashful, for 
it would do them no hurt." The two brothers, after 
havin§^ performed tlie usual office in such delicate con- 
junc^ires, of staring a sufficient period at Lord Peter 
and each other, and finding how mattei« were likely to 
go, resolved not to enter on a new dispute, but let him 
carry the point as he pleased : for he was now got into 
9ne of his mad fits, and to argue or expostulate farther^ 



..-i 



^ ir-ilW-i-ii" 







112 ^A TAtBOP A T08., 

would (mty s^Te to render him ^ Imadred 
imtractable. ; ., w,^^ 

I have chosen to relate this worthy mati^er in «^ jte 
eircumstaoccs, because it gave a piineipsd dccasioii;^ 
Aat great aad famous rupturey^ which happeue^^jilljlt 
ilheisaflie time among these brolhren,: and was aeyer^i^i^ 
wards made up. But of that I ^all treat at : ka^# 
another section. ; 

However it i» cecCain that Loni Eeter^. ciy^ 
lucid intervals, was very lewdly g^ven in fais^toflajMij^ 
conversation, e:!^tremet wilful and positive, TMd^lP^ili^ 
at any time rather argue to the death, tha^ ^Slofmijl^ 
self once to be in an error. Besides, he had an 9ib^mif0 
fole facul^ 6f telling huge palpable lies upea ci^;||gir 
dons,{ and not only swe^iring to the truth, bat 
the whole company to Hell, if thfty pretended ^a; 
the least scruple of believing him. One taaie fa» niiqif 
he had a cmvi at home, which gave as muck sfit;:^!^ 
meal, as wouM fill three .Uimisandchm-ches; and |l^i|i 
was yet more extraordinary, would nevei* t^pm ^iisg^' 
Another time he was telling x)f an jo^l^d^i^^n pestJH tb^J^ 
loiiged to fais/ather, with; nsdls and timber en^ou^ inltlji' 
build sixteen large men of war. Talking one d^ ^ 
Chinese waggons, which were made so %ht ^« to 4^- 

over mountains : "Z ds," said Peter, "wh^re^Stthe 

wonder of that ? by G^ — \ I saw a large house qfUme €mi^ 

. * By this ijUpture is meant the Refbnnation. Vt*^ 

f * Extreme' for * extremely,* S. 

t InfelHhility. MS, Pate. '' V 

$ .The ridiculous multiplying of the Virgin Mdry*! milk suAoiil^ 
the papists, under the allegory of a cow, which gave as much milk 
at a meal as would fill three thousand churches. W. Wotton. 

II By the sign-post is meant the cross of our Blessed l^avidur ; &nd 
if all the wood, that is shown for parts of it, was collected, the quanr 
tity would sufficiently justify this sarcasm. H. 
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'2^>feei*^1b*ftV€T over isea and land,t (granting it stopped 
^metiines to bait) above two thousand German leagues." 
"aLBiEf that which was^the good of it,*he would swear des- 
perately all the wliile, that he neVfer told a^lie itihis:life; 
^*«6d akt every word, " By t?— -, geiitlemen, I tell you 
rliol3ii%buC the troth : and the D^l baroii them etemallf 
^at?^l not believe me." 

In shortj Peter grew so scandalous, that all the neigh- 
^duFhoodlbegan in plain Irords to say, " he was no better 
^^!^el^^ kaavef." A'nd W two brotheipis, long weary of his 
^"ittsa^e^ resolved at last to leave him ; but first, they 
l^Mity desired a copy of their father*sn;jfl7, which had 
ii6#'tain by neglected, time out of ihind. Instead of 
"^ifs^tintg tills request, he called them ^damned sons of 
'#hdr€^^ pogue^^rakors," and the rest of the Tile names 
lle%^uM ^mister up. However, while he was abroad 
lii^ day Upon his jMrojeets, the two^^ youngsters watched 
^li^^^j^l^oi^ucdity^, made a shift to eome at the n«^| and 
4.^tek a^ccjpfa v^ which they presently saw how 

^pRMBsly they had been abused; their father having left 
#em equal heirig;^|ia^strict]^iC 

they got should lie in common among them all. Pur- 
toant to whidhj their next'eilterprke was, to break open 
the' cellar-door, and get a little good <i^nA:,§ td^irit^and 
^mfort their hearts. In copying the wH^tfaey had met 

* The chapel of Loretto. MS. Pate,— He falls here pAly upoa 
the ridiculous inventions of popery: the church of Rome intended 
by these things to gull silly, superstitious people, and rook them of 
fheir money ; the world had been too long in alavery, our ancestor* 
j^riously redeemed us from that yok^. The church of Rome there- 
fore ought to be exposed, and he deserves well of mankind that does 
expose it. W. Wotton. 

f The chapel of Loretto, travelled from the Holy Land to Italy. 
H. 

X Translated the Scriptures into the vulvar tongue. H. 

\ Adooiniitered the cup to the laity at &e commutiioB. H, 







114 A TALE OF A TUB. 

another precept against whcwing, dk^cnce, aiid^(K{»a^ 
maiDteoanee ; upon which their next work was to ^Hsesu^ 
their cmcubinesy and send for their ?mW.* OlVUiiK^l^ ' 
(his was in agitation, there £iiters*a aolidtor ironiJ^^n^- 
gate, desiring Lord Peter would please to procure a fVifK 
^bn for a thief, that was to be hanged to-nun-row. Bist , 
the two brothers told hira, "he was a coxcomb tprse^ 
pardons from a fellow, who de^served to be lianged nnicb 
better than his client ;'" and discovered all the method iof 
that imposture, in the same form I delivered it a wfflc 
ago, advising the solicitor to put his friend ujpoa iib^^if^ 
ing a pan^nfrmn the Kingi,^ In the midst itf all'i^ 
clutter and revolution, in comes Peter with a^e of^^^M 
goons at his heels,| and gathering from all bands i^v. 
was in the wind, be and his gang, after . several .fi9ij^ii|ti 
of scurrilities and cui-ses, not very importai^ faereit^Mp^ 
peat,§ by main force very fairly ticked theoiboth^o^^^ 
doors,\l and would never let them come iin^r !»% |ii»» 
from that day to this* ^ 
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SECT.-V. -'r- ^' ^'"^-^ 

A pIORBSSION IN THE MODB&N KIND. 'AM^ 

We, whom the world is pleased to honour wit^^vi 
title of modern authors, should never have beep ableliii^! 




** Allowed the marriages of priests. H. 

t Directed penitents not to trust to pardons and absolutions^ 
cared for mon'ey, but^ent them ta implore the mercy of Ood, frdi8E 
whence ak>ne remission is to be obtained. H. 

X By JPeter*s dragoons is meant the civil power, which those prin- 
ces, who were J|agoted to the Romish superstition, employed against 
the reformers. H. 

^ It should be, * h€fre to be repeated.' 8. 
// JYie Pope sjiuts all who dM«etft.lTom)^\tao\i\o»l\JafceoxstOB.. ^v 




■ *■ *> 



)IGR£SS109 EKTBE 



DIfgoiir 







iuatki^ti 



and -Jits iliiwilfJ 



w^AmwmMifi 







WU^^WSM^ 



two wiya, ifwiifiiw i 

r proved in bj and aev^al iifiM%ny («Udi ^qf- 

§9 fliBal acopffCr OBCotMi^QidnMBaf 09^ 
•^iobexecrli^MrtBisiteji^Bit tf fTMilrimd jg 
ed, be*" receircs nodi gi«aier ir#nwngr fcj l»diag 
^|nai instmc^; i» tftdtwrnai 



. r 



Bn isaow 



di90SBdyhe,*ix.«r 'ai 







I 



V 



116 A TAIlE OF A TUB. 

fa8tidioi^t}>;, smpr^y, aod oscitatlon; w)ii»?ea8 
present universal empire of wit and leamtcg, lltd 
but little matter left for instruction. HoW€V€ri 
pliance ivith a lesson of great age^oid authoritT^j 
attempted carrTiQg the point in all its heightsf,^ 
cordingly throughout this divine treatise, hare s 
kneaded up both togeiher, \vith a layer ot utiie 
layer of dulce. ^ 

When I con9ider how exceedingly -our iUostirl 
derns have eclipsed the weak glimmering la^l 
ancients, and turned them out of • the road of alt 
able commerce, to a degree, that our choice 3?ow 
•f most refined accomplishments, are in gravC'^t 
whether there have Been ever any anciejots €^4 
which point, we are likely to receive wonderful ii 
lion, from the most useful labours and lucuWa' 
that worthy modern. Dr. jBentley ; I say^ wheHv 
der all this, 1 €^not but bewail, that no famous 
has ever yet attempted a universal syste^i, iB< 
portable volume, of all things that art to bi^kn 
believed, oir imagiqed, or practise in life. I a 
ever, forc^i to ackBowtedge, tfeat such air ts^tctpi 
thought on some time ago by a^eat philosppbe 
Bra2ile.t The method he proposed, was, by a 
curious receipt, a nostrum, which after his u 
death I found among liis papers; and do here, o« 
great affection to the moijern learned, present th 

» Tfie learnecl person, here meant by our author, has 1^5 
VQuring to annihilate eo many ancient writers, that, until he 
to stop his hand, it will be dangerous to affirm, whether tt 
been any ancients in the world. Original. 

f This is an imaginary ^and, of kin to that,- which is c 
Painters' wives island, placed in some unknown part of tl 
merely attke (aac^ of th& map maker. H. 
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ik^mi^^imArlBaagk^ day encourage* scmie wortliy 

:^¥oii* taiDe-feir correct copies, well bound in calfskin 
md^^lettered attfae bsu^ of all modern bodi^ of arts 
aod'sdenceg; whatsoever, and in what language you 
piefi^. ' Thiese you distil inhcUneo marm, infusing quint- 
Kssenee ;6f <poppy Q. S. togetheir ^tb three, pints of 
ZjHke, iobe had from the apothecaries. You cleanse 
RwaiTjcarefiiJly the sordes and caput fnoriuwriy letting all 
ftiatV^'^diafile evaporate. You preserve only^ the first 
ri«3BaSD^, which IB again to be distilled seventeen times, 
tij^lrfaat remains will amount to about two drams. This* 
jii^Jtf^p in a glass vial hermetically sealed, f6r one- 
Sfid^enty days. Then you begin your catholic treatise; 
taldi^'eveiy morning fasting, first shaking the vial, three 
^roj^of thiiB elixir, stuffing it strongly up your nose, 
ftliifl dilate it$df about the iM-ain (where there is any) 
itf'tetteen minutes, and you immediately perceive ht 
y^^ head a^ infinite number of abstracts, summaries, 
€lk^)en<Hiiiiis, extracts^ collections, medullas, excerpta 
fii^bsm&^ JUnite^a^t^^ the like, all disposed into great 
i^lr^''*aiid1redUcib]fe'"tipo» paper. 

'I kiust heeds own, it was by the assistSHice of this 
Jf^d^m, that I, though otherwise tinpar, have adven- 
filri^B^tipon so dailng an attempt, never achieved or un- 
ISrtSkeii before, but by a certain author called Homer; 
In Si'hom, though otherwise a person not without some 
abilities, apd for ah ancient, of a tolerable genius, I have 
^fi«»vered many gross errors, which are not to be forgiven 
bis very ashes, if by chance any of them -are left. For 
whereas we are assured, he designed his work for a com 
plete body of all knowledge,* human, divine, political, 

* Homerus omnesres liumanas poematis complexus est. ^^Xerw^pk. 
"in conviv. Original. 
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and mechanic; it is manifest he hsts whoSy n^l^^ 
some, and been veiy imperfect in the rest. For, fir^W 
all, as eminent a cabalist as his dii^iples would rept^^rat^ 
him, his account of the opiis tnagnum is extremely' J^' 
and deficient , he seems to have read but very superfld^ 
\j either Sendivogus, Behraen, or AnthroposcpMa^t$6i^t 
magica.* He is also quite mistaken about the sptSinS' 
pyroplastica, a neglect not to be atoned for ; and, if #f ' 
reader Tiill admit so severe a censure, vij: crederm tS^"^ 
rem kunc unquam audivisse ignis vocem. His ffldli^ ' 
are not less prominent in several parts of the meclmi^ 
For, having read his writings with the utmost applies 
usual among modern wits, I could never yet di 
the least direction about the structure of that tfsefiil^ 
strument, a saveall. For want of which, if the m^^ 
had not lent their assistance, we might yet havewtil^' 
ed in the dark. But 1 have still behind a fault far liirii*" 
notorious to tax this author with ; I mean, his gross igpOK 
ranee in the common laws of this realm, and in thi w> 
trine as well as discipline of the church of Englati&J 

I A defect, indeed, for which both he, and all tlie ancijE^^ ' 
stand most justly censured, by riiy worthy and ingeol&Hd 
fiiend, Mr. Wotton, bachelor of divinity, in his incompa- 
rable treatise of ancient and modern learning : a bool^ 

I never to be sufficiently valued, whether w* consider the 
happy tuias and flowings of the author's wit, the gi^t 

* A treatise written about fifty years ago, by a Welsh gentlematt 
of Cambridge. His name as I reiteinber, Vaughan, as ajppears^bf 
the answer to it written by the learned Dr. Henry More. Itjs^ 
piece of the most unintelligible fustian, that perhaps was ever pub- 
lished in any language. Original. 

f Mr. Wotton, (to whom our author never gives any quarter) 
in his comparison of ancient and modern learning, numbers divinity, 
la w, &c. among those parts of knowledge, wherein we excel the 
aitcieuta. H. 
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use&lness dThis ^subHiui^ discoveries upon the subject of 
ffi^ anc) spittle, or the laborious eloquence of his sijlt. 
Aj^ld^I eankot forbear doing that author the justice of my 
putiilic ackoowledgments, for the great helps and liftings I 
ha^^ut of hia incomparable piece, while I was penning 
thSd .treatise. 

.Buti"^ beside these omissions in Homer already men- 
ticmed, the dirious reader will also observe several de- 
{i^Bt^^ in that author's writings, for which he is not alto- 
^thor so accountable. For whei-eas every branch of 
laiowlfedge has received such wonderfol acquirements 
^IKre ii&^ age, especially within tliese last three years, or 
thereabouts; it is almost impossible he could be so very 
ffrfeci in modern discoveries, as his advocates pretend. 
We 'freely adtnowledge him to be the inventor of the 
^gmpcLss^ of gun-powder^ and the circulation rf the blood: 
but, I challenge aay of his admirers to show me, in all his 
wieitings, a complete account of fA^ spleen; does he not 
d^ leave us wholly to seek in the art of political wager- 
if^'v^ What can be more defective and unsatisfactory, 
t^ui 'his long dissertation upon tea ? And as to his me- 
thod of salivation without mercury^ so much celebrated 
of late, it is, tomy own knowledge and experience, a 
tbi&g very little to be relied on. 

It was to supply such momentous defects, that I have 
been prevailed on, after long solicitation, to take pen in 
hand; and I dare venture to promise, the judicious read- 
er shall find nothing neglected here, that can be of use upon 
any emergency of life. I am confident to have included 
and exhausted all, that human imagination can rise or fall 
to. Particularly, I recommend to the perusal of the learned, 
certain discoveries, that are wholly untouched by others ; 
whereof I shall only mention, among a great many more, 
my new help for smatterers, or the art of being deep- 
:ieame4f9nd shallanHread. A curious invention about 
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mouse-imps. A umversa] rule of reason^ or era^ ndu 
his own carver; together with a most inseful engine' &r 
catching ef otvls. All whicb^ the judicioas reader n^ 
4od laifelj treatedon, in the several parts of this ^^ 
course. v, ^ \ 

I hold myself 'obl%ed to give as mudi light as is poe^ 
sible, into the beauties and excellencies of wliat I fan 
writing: because it is become the fadiion and hmiuiQ^ 
inost applauded,* among the first authors- of this pofite 
and learned age, when they would correct the ill^nfttiBie 
of critical, or inform the ignorance of courteous readi^* 
Besides, there have been several famous* pieces ^lat^ 
published, both in verse and prose^ wherein, if the ^i^<s 
ters had not' been pleased, out of their g^eat hum^i^l^ 
and affection to the public, to give us a nice dej^ «l 
the sublime and the admirable they contain, it is a duBH*' 
sand to one, whether we should ever have discov^rii^ 
one grain of either^ For my own particular, I cai$6ot 
deny, that whatever I have said ufm thisoceasiouylpj 
been more proper in a pref^ce^ and more agreeab%|d^ 
the mode, which usually directs it thither. But I hf^^ 
tliink fit to lay hold of that great and honourable |nrif|; 
lege, of being the last wi^iter; I claim an absolute Sjik 
thority in right, as the freshest modem, whidi gives bs^^ 
a despotic power over bU authors before me. Iq tjlue 
strength of which title, I do utterly disapprove >aiid 
declare against that pernicious custom^ making the prsr 
face a bill of fare to the book. For I have ^w^ys 
looked upon it ss a high point of indiscretion in mon- 
ster-mongers, and other retaUers of strange dghts, !t0 
hang out a fair large picture over the^ door, drawn after 
the life, with a most eloquent description underneath: 
this has saved me many a three-pende ; for my curiosity 
was fully satisfied, and I never offered to go in, though 
often invited by the utging and attending oratofi with 
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1)1^ :4a»^inoyiag aod standing ^ece of rhetoric; ^ Sir, 
ii^<A jii7 word, we jare just going to bc^.'^ Such is 
i^n&c^ the fate at this time of prefaces^ qnsHes, advert 
tisemeats^ introducdmSy prolegomenaSi, dqpparatuses^ to 
the readers. This expedient was admiraUe at first ; our 
^eat Prydeti has long carried it as far as it would go, 
2md witfr incredible success^ He has often said to me ia 
(Mwfideticcf, '' thiat ihe%arld would liave nev^r suspect- 
ted him^ to be so great a poet, if he had iK>t assured them 
safipequently in bis prefaces, thai it was impossible they 
dRjdd^ either doubt, or fcH^t it," Perhaps it maybe- 
S04 however, I much fear, lus instructioDs hare edified 
out of their place, and taught men to grow wiser in cer- 
tciict points, where he never intended they should; for it 
IB lameBtable to behdd, with what a tazy scorn many of 
tKfe yawning readers of our age, do now-a-days twirl 
i^ef forty or fifty pages of preface and dedication 
(wMch is the usual modern stint) as if it were so much 
iba6n. Though it must be also allowed on the other 
band, that; a very conaderable number is * known to 
|n?oceed critics and wits; by reading nothing else. Into 
wliich two factions^ f^ think, all present readers may 
jtti^ly be divided. Now for myself I profess to be of 
tke former sort; and therefore having the modern incli- 
nMion. to expatiate upon the beauty of my own produc- 
tions, and display the bright parts of my discourse, I 
thought best to do it in the body of the work; where^ 
as it now lies, it makes a very considerable addition to 
the bulk of the volume ; a drcumstance by no means to 
be neglected by a skilful writer. 

Having thus paid my due deference and acknowledg- 
ment to an established custom of our newest authors, by 

^^ It shoqld be, * are * known, to agree with the following plurali^ 
fe» cnti<^^d wits. S. 
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a loBg digression wiBoiight for, aod a uisdv«igal^eeiii#e 
finprovoked ; by forciBg ioto t^ light, wW modi piififl 
and dexterity, 017 own excelleDCies, asd (^hear iBea^ft ^' 
ftiults, with great justice to myself, and cand^our to ihem, 
I BOW happily resume nay sulii^ect, to the iufii^ fia3> 
fection both of the readar and the author. - 
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A tALB OF A TtrB. 



We left Lord Peter in open rupture with his two 
tbrethren 9^ both fat ever discarded from his hoUs^ aad 
resigned to the wide world, with little or nothing ^|cttfit 
to. Which are circumstances that render them prof^r 
subjects for the charity of a writer's pen t^ work ^,* 
scenes of mis^ ever affording the fai]:e8t harvest lar 
great adventures. And in this, the world may parc^ve 
the difference betfiSipn the integrity of a genercoia^^- 
thor, and tliat of a common friend. The latter ifr^ 
served to adhere dose f in proiperity, but on the decline 
of fortune, to drop suddenly off. Whereas, the genenws 
author, just on the contrary, finds his hero on the dttpg« 
bill, j^om thence by gradual steps raises him to a^throjoe, 
and then immediately withdraws, expectii^ not so much 
as thanks font his pains: in imitation of whick e:pin3ple, 
J have placed Lord Peter in a noble houses given bun a 
title toweaVi and money to^^^end> There I shall leavje Idol 
for some time; returning wliere commcyi chanty directs 
tE^X9 th^ assi3t8pce of his two brothers, at their lQw:e8t 

* It Bhdiilcl be either,^* with i^s two brothers,' or, • with his 
brethren,* mnitting the tiro. . iS. 
i • dose,' for Ulosely.* S, 
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in 

•(^bl^ JfewereTf I s^flll by BO means fcffget tty dbarac^r 
ff aaUbtoriaii, to follow the tmth step bj step, wbatercfr 
hiq^peiiQ, or-wbecerer it may Ij&ad me. ^ 

The two exiles, so neaily united m fortune and inters 
e^ IooIl a lodging together ; where, at their first leisure, 
they began to reflect on the numberless misfortunes and 
vexations of their life past, and could not tell on the 
sudden, to what failure in their conduct they ought to 
impute them ; when, softer some recollection, they called 
4o mind the copy of their, fatber^s mU^ which they had 
so happily recovered. This was immediately produced* 
and a firm resolution taken between them, to alter what* 
ever was already amiss, and reduce all their future mea- 
mu*es to ttie strictest obedience prescribed therein. The 
main body of the will (as the, reader cannot easily Jiave 
forgot) consisted in certain admirable rules about the 
tearing of then* coats; in the perusal whereof, the two 
brothers, at every period, duly comparing tlie doctrine 
'With the practice, there was never seen a wider differ- 
ence between two things ; lioMble, downright transgres- 
sions of every point. Upon wh^ they both resolved, 
wiSiout farther delay, to ML inA^iately upon reducing 
the whole, exactly after their fatftiar's model. 

But, here it is good to stop the hasty reader, ever im- 
patient to see the end of an adventure, before we wri- 
ters can duly pfepai'e him for it. I am to record, that 
these two brothers began to be distingui^ed at this time 
hy certain names. One of them desired to be called 
MAHTIN,* and the other took the appellation of 
JAGK^t These two had lived in much fiiendship and 
agreeiitifent, under the tyranny of then: brother Peter, as 
it is the talent of feUow-sufferers to do; men in fla|p|br- 

* Martin Ltfther. MS, PaU, 
dm. MS, Paie,^ 
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tone, beiQg like men in the daric, to whom all cdoms 
are the same : but when they- came forward^ into the 
world, and began to di^lay themselves to eadb othar, 
and to the light, their complexions appeared extremely 
diiTerent; which the present posture of their affairs gaVe 
them sudden opportunity to discover^ 

But, here the severe reader may justly tax me as a 
writer of short memory, a deficiency to which a true 
modem cannot but, of necessity, be a little subject. Be- 
cause, memory being an employment of the mind upoD 
things past, is a faculty, for which the learned in our il- 
lustrious age, have no manner of oc^asdon, who dealeti-* 
tirely with invention, and strike all things out of theifi-. 
selves, or at least by collision from each other : upon 
which account, we think it highly reasonable to produce 
our great forgetfulness^ as an argument unanswerable for 
our great wit. I ought in method to have informed the 
reader, about fifty pages ago, of a fancy Lord Peter took, 
and iafused into his brothers, to wear on their coats what- 
ever trimmings came up in fashion ; never pulling off 
any as they went out of the mode, but keeping on all 
together; which amounted in time to a medley the most 
antic, you can possibly conceive ; and this to a degreiE;, 
that upon the time of their falling out, there was hardly a 
thread of the original coat to be seen : but an infinite 
quantity of lace and ribands, zsA fringe^ and embraideri/^ 
and paints ; I mean only those tagged with silver^* for 
the rest fell oft. Now this material circumstance having 
been foi^ot in due place, as good fortune has ordered, 
comes in very properly here, when the two brothers are ' 
just going to refocm their vestures itfto the primitive 
state, prescribed by thdr father's will. 

* Points tagged with silver, are^those d^trines that promote the 
greatness and wealth of th«^rd^ WlUch have bten therefore woven 
deepest into the body of i*iDifeiyw?^^jfe:i^*^ 




':^' 






A TALE OF A TUB. 12^ 

They both luianimously entered upon this great ^work, 
looking sometimes on their coats, and sometimes^ on the 
inll. Martin laid the first band : ait one twitch brought 
oS a large handful of points;* and, with a secokid puU, 
stripped away ten dozen yards of fringe. But when he 
had gone thus far, he demurred awhile: he knew veiy 
well, there yet remained a great deal more to be done ; 
lowever, the first heat being oyer, his violence began to 
epflJ,^ and he resolved to proceed more moderately in the 
rest of the work; having already narrowly escaped a 
^swing^ng rent, io^ pulling off the paintSy which, being 
tagged with silver i\ (as* we ^ave observed before) the 
judidous workman had, with much sagacity, double 
sown, to pr^erve them from falling. Resolving there- 
fore to nd his coat of a huge quantity of gold lace^ he 
picked up the stitches with much caution, and diligently 
gleaned out all the loose threads as he went, which proved 
to be a work of time. . Then he fell about the embroider^ 
e4 Indian figures of men^ women, and children ; against 
which, as you have heard in its due place, their father's 
testament was extremely exact and severe : these, with 
much dexterity and application^, were, aft^ a while, 
quite eradicated, or utterly defaced. For the rest, where 
^e observed the embroidery to be worked so close, as 
not to be got away without damaging the cloth, ^or where 
it served to hide or strengthen any flaw in the body of 
the coat, contracted by the perpetual tampering of work- 
Bcienupon it; he concluded, the wisest course was to let 
it remain, resolving in no case whatsoever, that the su^ 
stance of the stuff should suffer injury ; which he thought 
the best method for serving the true Intent and meaning 
of his father's will. And this is the nearest account I 



* Dogmata. MS. Paf. 

f Poistfl that btiDg in gaiA UHk Clfsgy. MS, J^aU, 
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have be^n able to collect, of Martin's proceedii^ upon 
this greajt revolution. * - 

But bis brother Jack, whose adventures will be so e^ 
traordina^^, as to furnish a gi-eat part iti the i-emainier 
of this di^ourse, entered upon the matter with otSer 
thoughts, and a quite different spirit. For the meok^y 
of Lord Peter's injuries produced a degree of hatred at^' 
spite, which had a much greater share of inciting Mm^ 
than any regards after his fathj^r's commands; siqee tlyppi^ 
appeared, at best, only secondary and subservient to (% 
otiiier. However, for this medley of humour be ma^la 
shik to find a very plausible name, honouring it with £|^ 
title of seal; which is perhaps the most sigo^lc^Byqtt 
word that has been eyer yet produced in any langu^pgj; 
as, I think, I have fiiUy proved in my excellent analyll* 
cal discourse iipon that subject ; wherein I have dedu#<^ 
a histori-theo-phy si-logical account of zeal, showing Miir 
it first proceeded from a notion into a word, and t&eiie^ ' 
in a hot summer, ripened into a tangible substance. It^s 
^ work, centainii^ three large volumes in folio, I <jei^GE' 
very shortly to pubfish by the modern way bf^subseSj^ 
tion, not doubting but the nobility and gentry of the Ig^ 
will give me all possible encouragement ; having badr>^^ 
veady such a taste of what I am able to perform. "^^^^ . 

I record therefo^re, that brother Jack, brimful of t^» 
miraculous compound, reflecting with indignatioti u|xiii 
Peter's tyranny^ and farther provoked by the despondea* 
cy of Martin, prefaced his resolutions to tliis purpoaie, 
*' What," said he, " a rogue that locked up his dirinkj* 
turned away our nives, cheated us of o\xx fortunes ; palih- 
ed his damned crusts upon us for mutton ; and, at last, 
kicked us ovA ff doors ; must we be in his fa^iions, with 

* Deoieth the cup to the laity } enjoiaed celibacy to the clergy : 
tramuhstsLnii^tioiiL, MS* PasU^ 
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d pox! a rasca^l, besides, that aU the street cries out 
s^ainst." Having thus kindled and inflamed himself, as 
high as possible,, and by consequence in a delicate temper 
ioT beginning a reformation, he set about the work imme- 
diatelyi and in three minutes made more despatch, than 
Martin had done in as many houi's. For, courteous 
reader, ym are given to understand, that zeal is never so 
highly obliged, as when you set it a tearing; and Jack* 
trho 4p^^ ^^ ^^^^ quality in himself, allowed it at tins 
ti^e its &1II swing. Thus Jt happened, that stripping 
d^isr^ a pjircel of gold lace ^ihiile too hastily^ he rent the 
nmnbodyif his coat from top to bottom;* and whereas 
Ms talent was not of the happie$t in takfng up~ a stiteb, 
ke.knew uo better way, thaqi to fibni it again with pack- 
"jmr^md and a skewer. Biit the matter was yet infinitely 
worse (I record it mth tears) when he proceeded to the 
eff^cidery: for, being chim^ by natui-e, and of temper 
impatient; withal, beholding millions of stitches that re- 
q^ydred the nicest hand, and sedatest constitution, to es- 
timate ; in a great rage he tore pflf the whole piece, cloth 
aiul all, acKi fhing it into the kennel, and furiously thus 
c§»iriinued his career ; "Ah, good brother Martin," said 
he, " 4o aa I A), for the love of God ; strip, tear,, pull, 
rendyltay olT all, that we may appear as unlike that rogue 
JPeter as it, is posdble; I wouU not, for a hundred 
puiiandf^ cany the least mark about me, that might give 
^occaiioQ to the neighbours of suspecting that I was re- 
listed to such a rascal." But Martin, who at tijiis time 
happened to be extremely phlegmatic and sedate, begged 
1»8 brother, of all love, " not to damage his coat by any > 
mesuss ; for he never would get such anoth^ :" desired 
him ^ to consider, that it was not their business to farm 



* Removing Episcopacy, and set^^up Presbyteiy idii^r^m. 
MS. Pah. ^:-:-. '^*^ 
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thdr actions b^ aajreflectioa upon Peter, but bj o^ 
serving the rules prescribed tn their father's wilL 'Thsk 
he should remember, Peter vas still their brother, vhit-' 
ever faults or injuries he had committed^ and dieref<^ 
they should, by all means, avoid such a thought, a^ thai 
of taking measures for good and evil from no other rule,' 
than of opposition to him. That it was true, the tes^ 
ment of their good father, was very exact in what tehieS 
to the wearing of their coats ; yet it was no less penal adjA 
strict, in prescribing agreement, arid friendship, and iafl^ ^ 
tion between them. And theriefore, if straimng a ^pokft 
were at all dispensable, it would certainly be so, raiAertiP 
the advance of unity, than increase of contradiction.^' - 
MARTIN had still proceeded as gravely as he be- 
gan, and doubtless would ba\^e delivered an ^mirable 
lecture of morality, which might have exceedingly ««- 
tributed to my reader's repose both of body and mindi 
the true ultimate end of ethics; but Jack was already 
gone a flight-^n^t beyond his patience. And as metW' 
lastic disputes, nothing serves to rouse the spleen (tf hl^' 
that opposes so much, as a kind of pedantic^ affectel^' 
calmness in the i*espondent; ^i^utants being ^r tihe 
most part like unequal scales, where the jgravityof pne^ 
side advances the lightness of thefother, and caifi^eskto- 
fly up, and kick the beam : so it happened here, that 
the weight of Martin's argufnent exalted Jack's levity, 
and made him fly out and spurn agausst his broth^'a 
modera^pn. . In short, Martin's patience put Jack in ft 
rage; bufrthat which most afflicted liim, was, tor<Aseryc 
bis brother's coat so well reduced into the state pf inno* 
cence ; while his own waa either wholly rent to his shirt ; 
or those places, which had escaped his cruel, clutches^ 
were still in Peter's livery. So that he looked like a 
drunken 'beau, half rifled by bullies; or like a fresh te- 
nant of JNfewgate, wbeM he has refused the payment of 
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l^fffnidi; drlike a dkeovered shoplifter, left totheihercy 
of Exchange women ;t or like a bawd in her old velvet 
petticoat, resigned into the secular hands bf the mobile, 
like any, or like all of these, a'medley of rags and 
lace, and xents, and fringes, unfortunate Jack did now 
appear: be would have been extremely glad to see his 
eoat in the condition of Martin's, but infinitely gladder 
to find that of Martin in the same predicament with his. 
However, dace neither .of these was likely to come to 
pa^s, he thought fit to lebd-^^ie^whote business another 
turn, apd, to dress up necessity into a virtue. There- 
fcH.'e, after as many of the fox's arguments! as he could 
muster up, for bringing Martin to reason, as he called it ; 
or, as he meant it, into his own ragged, bobtailed f condi- 
tion; and observii^ he isaid dl to little purpose; wha^ 
alas t was left for the forlorn Jack to do, but after a mil- 
lion of scurriii^es against his brodier, to run mad with 
spleen, and spite, and contradiction. To be short, hei'e 
b^an a moital breach between these two^ Jack went 
immediately to new lodgings, and. in a few days it was 
fol!^ certain reported, that hejiad run out of his witd. .In 
afiborttime after he appeared abroad, and cgnfiimed 
tbe report by falling into the oddest whimsieis that ever a 
^kl^rdin conceived. ^ 

* The galleries over the piazzas in tlie Royal Exclfliige were for- 
iBerly filled with shops, kept chieiij by women; 1^ same use was 
made of a building called the New Exchange in the Strand; this 
•dlfiee has been puUed down, the shopkeepers have ren^oved from 
the Koyal Exchange into Cornhill, and the adjacent streets ; and 
there are now no remains of Exchange women, but ip Exeter change,' 
and ^hey are no longer deemed the first ministers of fashion. H. 

f The fox in the fable, who, having been caught in a trap ^d lost 
liis tail, used many arguments to persuade the rest to cut (^imdrs • 
that the singularity of his deformity might not expose him to dsaii- 
«ion. H. 

% SQiort cloaks. MS. PaU, 
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And now the little boys in the streets began to mtate 
iam vitb seyerd nstmes. Sometimes they vraiaM tHi 
him Jaek the do^/^ sometimes Jack with a li^n^efiii^ 
Msetimes, Dutch Jack;X sometimes^ I^eneh S^^ 
sometimes, Tcm the Beggar id and sometimes, Kn^^mg 
Jack efthe Norths And it was under one, or some, <Mr 
aD of these i^peliations, which I leave &e leiafiiga 
reader to determine, that he has given rise to tiie imHt 
iUustrions and epidemic sect of iEoKsts; who, with Tiji- 
nourable commemoration, do still acknowledge tbettip 
Downed JACK, for their author and founder. Of wkoi^ 
or^tnal, as well as {ninciples, I am now advancing ^ 
gratify the world with a very particular account. 

* ;MeUa9 emtingens etmcta tepcv^. 
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A BIGBESSION IN PRAISE OF DIGRESSIONS! 

I HAVE sometimes heard of an Iliad in a nutshell ; buV 
H has been my fortune to have much oftener seen a nut- 
shell in an Iliad. There is no'^doubt that human Hfe 
has received most wonderful advantages from both \ but 
to which ofm two the world is chiefly indebted, I shall 
leave among t^ curious, as a problem worthy of their ut- 
most inquiry. I^^r the invention of the latter, I think ^ 
commonwealth of learning is chiefly obliged to1he gredl 

"* That 18, Calvin j "firom ca{vt£5, bald» H. 
> All tiwse who pretend to inward light. H. 
X Jack of Leyden, who gave rise to the Anabaptists. H. ' 
\ The Hugonots. MS, Pate, 

If TheGuenses, by which name the Prolestants in Flanders fi*rc 
called. 
f JobnKxKfXf Ibe reformer of Scotland, B. 
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jDodem improTement of digressions: the late refioe- 
inents in knowledge, running parallel to those of diet ia 
eur nation, which, among men of a judicious taste, 9i^ 
. di^essed up in yaiious compounds, consii^ting in ^ sowpg 
and olios, firicassees, and ragouts. ^ 

. It is true, there i» a sort of m(»rose, detracting, ill-l»ed 
^people, who pretend titterlj to disrelish these poBte inno- 
vations ; and as to the similitude from diet, they allow 
the parallel, but are so bold t to pronounce the exam{de 
itself a eon'uption and degeneracy of taste. They tell 
us> that the fashion of jumbling fifty tilings together in a 
dish, was at first introduced, in compliance | to a de<^ 
praved and debauched appetite, as well as to a crazy cour 
stitution : and to see a man hunting through an ilio, af- 
ter the head ^d brains of a ^oose, a widgeon, or a wood-^ 
cock, is a sign he wants a stomach and digestion for more 
substantial Actuals. Farther, they affirm, that digres- 
sions in a book, are like foreign troops in a state, which 
argue the nation to want a heart and handj of its own^ 
and often either subdue the natives, or drive t|iem int^ 
the most unfruitful comers. 

But, after all that can be objected by these supeixilious 
censors, it is manifest, the society of writers would quicks 
ly be reduced to a very inconsiderable number, if men 
were put upon making books, with the fatal confinement 
of delivaing nothing beyond what is to the puipose. It 
is acknowledged, that were the case the same among us, 
jis with the Greeks and Romans, when learning was ia 

its ci-adle, to be reared* and fed, and clothed by inven- 

■ - %. 

4 

* * Consisting in,' is not an JE^flisb phrase; it shouM be, * con- 
siFtiogof,* kc. S. 

f This 18 an inaccurate mode of speech frequently use^V our au - 
ftor, in omitting the * as;' it should be, Vso bold as to pronouiicc»* 
&c. S. 

t *Iacompliance to'— better— * In compliance with,' &c, S. 
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fioD; it would be an easy task 16 fill up Volumes upoft 
^.particular occasions, Avithout farther expatiating fr(Hil.tiie 
subjects, than hj moderate excursions, helping to atlraace 
or clear the main design. But wjitl^ knowlec^ it h^ 
fared, as with a numerous am^, encamped in a fruittu); 
country, which, for a few days, maintains itself ,1^ the t 
product of the soil it is on; till provisions being speo^; 
tiiey are sent to forage many a mile, among fiiends qr, 
enemies, it matters not Meanwhile the neighbourkaig.^ 
fields, trampled and beated down, become bai^ren an^.r 
dry, affording no sustenance but clouds of dust* ^. -^--^ 

The whole course of things being thus entirely chai^ 
ed between us and the ancients, and the moderns wjs^l^j 
sensible of it ; we of tliis age have dispovered a shcst^c. 
and more prudent method, to become scholars and wit% 
without the fatigue of reading or of thinking. The most 
accomplished way of using books at present, is twcrfoldi 
either first, to serve them as some men dp lords, learn 
their titles ^actly, and then brag of their acquaktfui^ 
Or secondly, which is indeed the choicer, the profounder, \ 
and politer method, to get a thorough insight into the in* 
dex, by which the whole book is governed and turned, 
like fishes by the tail. For, to enter the palace of leai^i- 
ing at the great gate, requires an expense of time and 
forms ; therefore men of much haste, and little ceremo*. 
oy, are content to get in by the back-^opr. For, the arts . 
'^^are all in a flying march, and therefore more easily sub* 
dued by attacking them in the rear. Thus physicians 
discover the state^of the whole body, by consulting only 
what comes firomXehind. Thus men catch knowledge 
by throwing thehr wit into the posteriors of a book, as boys 
do sparrows with flinging salt upon tlieuv tails. Thus hu-^ ^f 
man life is best understood, by the wise man^s rule, of re* 
giurding the end. Thus are Ae sciences found, like Her- 
' qiles^s bxen, by tracing them backwards. Thus are eld 
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edehe^ unravelled, like old stockings, by beginning at 
Che foot 

Beside all fllis, the army of the scieilM^es has been of 
late, with a world of martial discipline, drawn into its 
close order, so that a view or a muster may be taken of 
it, with^bundance of expedition. For this great bless- 
ing we are wholly indebted to systems and abstracts, in 
which the modem fathers of learning, like prudent 
usurers, spent their sweat for the ease of us their chil- 
dren. For, labour is the seed of idleness, and it is the 
peiculiar happiness of our noble iage, to gather the frint. 
Now the method of growing wise, learned, and sub- 
Hme,' having become so regular an affair, and so estab^ 
lished in all its forms ; the number of writings must needs 
have increased accor(&igly, and to a pitch that has made 
it *f absolute necessity for them to interfere continually 
with each other. Besides, it is reckoned, that there is 
not at this present a sufficient quantity of new matter 
left in nature, to furnish and adorn any one {^articular 
subject, to the extent of a volume. This I am told by 
a v^ry skilful computer, who has given a full demonstra^ 
lion of it firom rules of arithmetic 

This perhaps may be objected against by those who 
' maintain the infinity of matter, and therefore will not al- 
low that any species of it can be exhausted. For an- 
swer to which, let us examine the noblest branch of mo- 
dem wit or invention, planted and cultivated by the pre- 
sent age, and which, of all others, has borne the most and 
the fairest fruit For, though some remains of it were 
left .us by the ancients, yet have not any of those, as I 
retiaember, been translated or compiled into systems for 
modem use. Therefore we may affirm to our own ho- 
D6ur, that it has, in some sort, been both invented .arid, 
brought to perfection by the same hands. What I ipican . 
isv that highly celebrated talent among the modern t^ite, 
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of dcdttdag'siHulitttdes, aUurions, aiui applicitiiH:^ j«pjr 
surprieiDg, a^eeable, and apposite from the puden/ipki^ 
either sex, together with their proper uses.. And ^'^^ 
having observed how little invention bears aflT yog^ 
beside what is derived into these cba^neb, I hay0 s^n^ 
times had a thought, that the happy genius of dijur^ 
and country was prc^hetically held forth by thM aad^ 
tyiHcal description of the Indian pigmies;''^ ^hose^^- 
turedidnot exceed above two foot; sed qu4irum puAa^ 
trassa, ^t ad tolas usque pertmgenim,^ iN'ow, I hlnF(!^ 
been very curious to inspect the late production^ wlioiiQ- 
in the beauty of this kind have most prominently api^^ii^ 
ed; and although this vein has bled so freely^, an^. J^ 
endeavours have been used in the power of human l^readl 
to dilate, extepd, and keep it open; like the Scythi^U^f 
who had a custom, and an instrument, to blow up the pr^> 
vities of their mares, that they might yield the rmtfi 
milk : yet I sun under an apprehension, it is near ^rewhag 
dry, and ^ast all recovery; and that either some new 
fonde of wit should, if possible, be provided, <nr elde^ 
that we must even be content with repetition here^ ;|i8 
well as upon all other occasions. 

Thifi will stand as an incontestable argument, that oitir 
modern wits aj'e not to reckon upon the infinity of m4t< 
ter, f(Mr a constant sup[dy* What remains therefore, bi^ 
that our last 'recourse pfiust be had to large indexes, and 
little compendiums ? Quotations must be plentifiUly jga- 
thered, and booked in alphabet; to this end, though sui- 
thors need be little consulted, yet critics, and commenta- 
tors, ^d lexicons carefully must. But above aU, those 
judicious collectors of bright parts, and Sowers, and ^ 
servandas, are to be nicely dwelt on, £y some calkd the 

* Ctesiap fragm. ayud Phptiunf, ^ 
f Herodot L. iv. 
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fS&ves and boulters of learning; though it is left widet^^ 
mined, whether tbej dealt in pearis or meal ; and consai« 
gently, whether we are more to value that whieb passed 
direagh, or what staid behind. 

By ihei^ methods, in a few wedks, there stavts up ma* 
ny a wrKer, Csq^ble of managing the profoundest and 
ioaost uniVmal subjects. For, what though his head be 
empty, provided his common-place book be full; and if 
y<Hiwill bafe Mm but the circumstances of method, and 
style, and grammar, and invention; allow him but the 
common privileges of transcribing from others, and di- 
gressing from himself, as often as he shall see occasion; 
be will desire no more ingredients towards fitting up a 
treatise, that shall make a very comely figure on a book- 
seller*s shelf; thete to be preserved neat and clean for a 
long eternity, adorned with the heraldry of its title fairly 
iiiscribed on a label ; never to be thumbed or greased by 
stadeMs, nor bound to everlasting chaiiis of darkness in 
a librsury : but, when the fulness of time is ^me, shall 
Bappily undeigo the trial of purgatory, in order io ascend 
tJieisky. " ' '. 

Without these allowances^ how is it possible we mo- 
dern wits should ever have an opportunity to introduce^ 
oUr collections, listed under so many thousand heads of a 
different nature; for want of winch, the learned world 
wofuld be deprived of infinite delight, as well as instruc- 
tion, and we ourselves buried beyond redress, in an in- 
glorious and undistinguished oblivion? 

From such elements as these, I arft alive to behold the 
day, wherein the corporation of authors can outvie all 
its brethren in the guild. A happiness derived to us^ 
with a great many others, from our Scythian ancestors ; 
among whom the number of pens was so infinite, that the 
Grecian * eloquence had no other way of expressing U> 

* Herodot. L, vrt 
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thaa by saytog, that in the regions far to the North, it wit 
hardly possible for aman to travel, the very air Was sore* 
[dete with feathers. , - 

The necessity of this djigression will easily excogl^ 
the length ; and I h^ve chosen for it as proper aplace 9» 
I could readily find. If the judicious readjesr cm wagi, 
a fitter, I do here iinpower him to remove it into uay 
other corner he pleases. And so I return with great aji^^ 
«ty to pursue a niore important concern^ 



1 



SECT. VIII. 



A TALE OF A TUB. 



The learned JEoHsts"^ maintain the original t^mk ^r 
all things to be wind, from which principle this wftcie 
universe was at first produced, and into which it mu^ at 
last foe resolved; that the same breath, which had kin- ^ 
^led, and blew up the flame of nature, should one day 
blow it out : 

Qiiod pr(M:ul it nobis Jlectat fartuna guhirna - 

y • . ' ■ ■ 

This is what the adepU understand by their an^na 

friundi ; that is to say, the spirit, or breath, or wind pf the 

world; for, examine the whole system by the particulars 

of nature, and you will find it not to be disputed. For 

whether you please to call the forma informans of man, 

by the name of spiriius^ animus, afflatus, or animaj 

what are all these but several appellations for wind, 

which is the ruling element in every compound, and into 

which they all resolve upon their corruption ? Farther, 

^ All pretenders to iospiration whatsoever. H. 
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iir^ is iife itself, but, as it is ccMnnionlJ' called, the 
breath of our Dostrils? whence it is veiy justly observed 
by naturalists, that wind still continues of great emohi-/ 
meiit iii c^ait) mysteries not to be named, giving occa- 
sion for dibse happy epithets i)f turgidus^ nndinftatusy 
sailed either, to the emittent^ or r^dpjent organs. 

<fiy what I have gathered out of ancient records, I 
&id the compass of their doctrine took in two-and-thirty 
points, wherein it wohM be tedious to be very particu- 
lar* However, a few of their Biost impiMrtant precepts, 
d^ucible p*om it, are by no means to be omitted ; among 
wbich the following maxim was of much weight; that 
since ,>^ind had the master-share, as well as operation in 
every compound, by ccmsequeQce, those beings must be 
df chief excellence, wherein that primordwm appears 
most prominently to abound; and therefore mnxf is in 
t^ei^gbest perfection of all created things, as' haying, 
by lliojreat bounty of philosophers, been endued w^h 
tiireig #Minct onmo^ or isriAds, to which the sage Mfy 
Ittl^wfth much liberality, have added a feurth of equal 
hecesdty, as well as oriMeaaaent, with the other tbree ;,by 
tbiE querti0^ prmcipium, taking in the four comers of 
the world;- which gave occasion to that renowned ca" 
h^listr BumbasUiSy* of placing the body of a man in due 
p<^ition to the four cardinal pbints. 

in consequence of this, their next pinciple was, that 
msua brings w^h him into the world a peculiar portion 
or grain of wind, which may be called k quhda essentia, 
extra<ited from thq other four. Thia quintessence is of a 
cmtholic use upon all emergencies of life, is improvable 
into all arts a6d sciences, and may be wonderfully re-' 
fined, as well as enlarged, by certain methods in educa-< 

^ This 18 one of the names of Paracelsv^s; he vaisealjed Cluiifa* 
phonis Theophraitus Paracc^liuf BumbjiBfeuB. H. 
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tioD. This, when Uowoup to its perfectioD^ oiig^t4||t> 
to he covetously hoarded up, stilled, or hid iiade|#^ 
bushel, hut freely communicated to manl^Qd. ^Jfxk 
these reasons, and others of equal ]Hreight^Jbhe wlpej^ 
lisU affirm, the gift of BELCHmG to be the iK^y^ 
act of a irational creature. To cultivate n^ich art^^ap^ 
render it more ferviceable to miBinkind, they made U9e.io| 
several methods. At certain seasons of the yeat^.y^ppi 
might behold the priests among them, in vast numhl^ 
with their mouths gaping wide against a stonn.^ ^ 
other times were to be seen several huudreds lmlce(i$|K 
gether in a circular chain, widi every man a paic^of l|ciir 
lours appliM to his neighbour's breech, by^which ^^ 
blew up each other to the shape and size of a too ; ^ii|4' 
for that reason, with great propriety of speech,^4id 
usually call thek bodies, their vessels, ^hen li^.Ui^si^ 
and the like performances, they were. grspwiMoffidejoIll! 
replete, they would immediately depa^ and .,di|fg9|^^ 
bogue, for the public ^od, a plentiful shaite of thd^i% 
quiremeots^ into thardiseiplesV chaps. Forwemoslhi^ 
observe, that aQ teaming was esteemed among theoi^t^ 
be compounded from the same principle. Becrause, ft^i^ 
it is generally affirmed, cnt confessed, that learnhig ^i^il; 
eth men up: and secondly, they proved it by the ftd^ 
lowing syllogism : '' Words'^are but wind; andlear^^iif 
is nothing but words; ergOy learning is notUng hui^ 
wind*'' For this reason, the philosophers amcmg dueat 
didv in their schools, deliver to their pupils aU their 
doctrines and opinions by eructation, wherein they had 
acquired a wonderful eloquence, and of incredible va- 
riety. But the great characteristic, by which their chief 
sages were best distinguished, was a certain position of 

* This is meant of those seditious preachers, who blow up tHe 
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couQtenaDce, wliich gave undoubted intdligcnce, to 
urtatf^ degree or proportion, the spirit agitated the inward 
masa. For, after certain gripings, the wind and vapours - 
iskting forth, halting first by their turbulence and coh- 
vttfeibns within caused an earthquake in man's little 
wdrld, distorted the mouth, bloated the cheeks, and gave* 
th^eyes a terrible kind of relievo; at such junctures 
adi their belches were received for sacred, the sourer the 
l«§ft^r> and swallowed with infinite consolation by then* 
meagre devotees, And, ta render these yet ra^jpe com- 
l^ete, because the breath of man's life is in his nostrils, 
therefore the choicest, most edifying, arid most enliven- 
ing belches, were very wisely conveyed through that ve- 
lulc^e, to give them a tinctui-e as they passed. 

Their gods were the four winds, whom they worshq>^ 
p^d/as the jBpirits that perVade and enliven the universe, 
aod as those from whom alone all inspiration cftnr pro- 
perly be said to pit)ceed. However, the chief of these, 
tor whom thpy peiforraed the adoration of Latfia,f was 
t&e almighty Korth; an ancient deity, whom the inhii- 
Mtanis of Megalopolis, in Greece^ bad likewise In the 
hMtest reverence : emniutn detnvni Bcream maxime ee^ 
'tSr(mt,% This god, ^ough endued with ubiquity, 
tv^ yet supik)sed^ hy the profounder iEolists, to possess 
<H9e peculiar habitation, or (to speak in form) a cmlum 
tmpyrmmiy wherein he was more intimately present. 
This was situated in a certain region, weli known to the 
ancient Greeks, by them called, S«dTAe,§ or the land of 
darkness. And although many controversies have ari- 
sen upon that ms^ter, yet s^o nmch is undisputed ; that 

* It should be, * given.' S. 

f Latria is that worship which is paid only to the Sopreme Dei- 
ty. H. 
X P^usanias, 1. riii. • 

5 Darkness, or Scotland; MS. Bete.' 
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from a region of the like denomination, the most refiaei| 
JEolists have borrowed their original; whence, in eyeiy,, 
^e, the 29fealous among their' priesthood have brop^^ 
over their choicest inspiration, fetching it with thi^ 
owti hands from the fountain-head in certain bladdei^, 
iand disploding it among the sectaries in all natiptq^ 
who did, and do, and ever will, daily gasp and {^ 
after it ^ ' >/^ 

Now, their mysteries and rites were performed i^«»B:. 
manner. It is well known among the learned, th^tlj^. , 
virtuosoes of former ages had a contrivance for assTpa^^ 
and preserving winds in casks or haurrels, which waa.^ 
^at assistance upon long s6a voyages : and the loss-^ 
so useful an art at present, is very much to be lai|i»ef)^<» - 
ed ; although, I know not how, with great negligepce^ ' 
omitted by Pancirolus.* It was an invention ascribed t^:^ 
.£alus himself, from whom this sect is denominated ; apd 
who, in honour of thdr founder's memory, have to tW»>^ 
day preserved great numbers of those barrels, whereflf . 
th^ fix ««€ in ea(ch of their temples, first beating <^^ 
the topf into this barrel, upon solemn days, the pries^e^. 
ters; where, having before duly prepared himself by tlirtL^ 
nethods already described, a secret funnel is also cpive^-i; 
cd from his posteriors to the bottom of the barrel, whi^ ' 
admits new supplies of inspiration, from a northern chipk 
tx cranny. Whereupon, you behold him swell immediate* > „ 
)y to the shape and size of his vessel. In this posture^, 
he disembogues whole tempests upon his auditory, as tbe^_ 
spirit from beneath ^ves him utterance ; which, issuing 
ex a%tis et penetroMbtts^ is not performed without much 
pain and gripings. And - the wind, in breaking fortb, 

• An authoy who writ, Ik Artibus perdUii^ &c. ^f arts lost, and of " H 
arts iareated. H. 
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deald with hk face* as it ^oes with that of ihe sea, first 
IflltekeDing, then wriDkliDg, and at last hurling it into 
a foam. It is in this guise, the sacred iEoIist deliverg 
his praciarar belches to his panting disciples ; of whom, 
scmie are gieedily gaping after the sanctified breath; 
others are all the while hjmn^g out the praises of the 
winds; isind, gentlj wafted to and fro by their own hum- 
ming, (io thus represent the soft breezes of their deities 
appeased. 

It is from this custom of the priests, that some authors 
mldntain these ^Eolists to have been very ancient in the 
w^ld« Because the delivery df their myst^eries, whidi 
I have just now mentioned, a[>pears exactly the same 
with' that of other ancient oracles, whose inspirations 
were owing to certain subterraneous effluviums of wind, 
delivered with the same pain to the priest, and muck, 
about the same influence on the people. It is true in- 
deed, that these were frequently managed and directed 
by fetnale ofiicers, whose organs were understood to be 
better disposed for the admission of those oracular gusts, 
as entering and passing up through a receptacle of great- 
er capacity, and causing alp a pniriency by the way, 
such as, with due management^ hath been refined from 
carnal into a spiritual ecstacy. And, to strengthen this 
profound conjecture, it is farther insisted, that this cus- 
tdfn of female priestsf is kept up still in certain refined 
colleges of oui* modem .^olists, who are agreed to re- 
ceive their inspiration derived through the receptacle 
aforesaid, like their ancestors, the sybils. 

And whereas the mind of a man, when he gives the 
spur and bridle to his thoughts, does never stop, Imt na-^ 






* This is an exact <leieriptioa of the changes made in the face by 
usii Stic preachers. H. 
Quakers, who niflfer tiiieir women to preach and pray. H. 
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turaU^ sallies out into botk extreQi<», of li^ juad tar, 
mi good and evil; his first flight of fancy, caamstif 
tram^rts him to ideas of what is most perfect^ $mi^, 
and exalted ; till having soared out of his own readi;^ 
8%ht, not well perceiving how near^ the fitniti^^i^ 
height and depth border upon each other ; widi &esi^ 
coui'se and wing, he fialls down piling into the low«il 
bottom of thiqgs; like one wHo travels the Eastioio #i$ 
West; or like a stiraight line di-awn by its owQ^lefljt^ 
into a circle. Whether a tincture of malice in gxttj^ft- 
lures, makes uslond of furnishing eveiy bri^ }de%^|^ 
its reverse; or, whether reason, reflecting upon the; i^fflUD 
of things, can, like the sun, serve only to enli^t^siuffiie 
half of the globe, leaving the other half by nec^sitj 
under shade smd darkness; or, whether fancy, flying up 
to the imagination of what is hi^iest and best, becomes 
overshot, and spent, and weary ; and suddenly, fails^ &» 
a dead bird of paradise, to the ground; or whether, li- 
ter all Aese metaphysical conjectures, I have notedtjbe^ 
ly missed the true reason ; the proposition howe^ > 
which has stood me in so much circumstance, is all^- 
ther txHe; that as the most uncivilized pai*ts of manlllBd 
have some way or other climbed up into theeonoeptiei^f 
a god, or supreme power ; so they have seldom IcN^goJ^^ 
provide theu* fears with certain ghastly notiocus, w|^ 
insteiad of better, have served them pretty tolerai:^.£ir 
a deviL And this proceeding seems to be nati^ 
enou^; fcMr it is with men, whose imaginations are J|^ 
up very high, after the same rate, as with those, wh^ 
bodks are so; that as tiiey are delighted with the ad- 
vantage of aneaxer contenqdatioa upwards, so th^^ipK 
equally terrified with the dismal prospect of the precipice 
below. Thus, in the choice of a devil, it has bee%>, 

**IVear/ for 'nearly.' 6, ^ 
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it^al method of maakiod, to single out some being, 
f i^car in act, or in vision, which was in most antipathy 
te^god thej- had framed*- Th)^ also the sect of 
iEk^i^ possessed thei^selyes with a <kead, and horror» 
and hatred of two malignant natures, betwist whom, and 
the deities ^ey adored, perpetueJ enmity was ^stablish- 
^ The first of these was the xhameleon,"^ sworn foe 
46 imspration, w^o in sccA'a devoured lai'ge influences ci 
theii" godi without refunding the $mallest Blast by erue- 
ti^loh. ^ The other was a. huge terrible monster, called . 
MeuHmvmt^ who^ will) four ^ong arms, w^ed etenial 
hdtCle with alt their divfliities, deixterously turning to 
avoid their blows, and repay them with interest. 

Thus fitirnished, and set out with gods, as well as de- 
vils, was the renowned sect of jEdists, which makes at 
this day so illustrious a figure in the worid, and whereof 
that polite nation of Laplanders are, beyond all doubt, 
% most authentic branch; of whom I therefiEH'e' cannot, 
without ii\justice, here omit to make honourable men- 
tiott; since they appear to be so closely allied in point of 
int^est, as well as indiuations, with their brother iBolists 
ifflBMnig us, as not o»ly to buy their winds by wholesale 
from the i^ame merchants, Imt also to retail them after 
ibt ssme rate and method, and to eustmners much 
^ke. 

N4i% whether the. system here delivered was wholly 
•ooffipHed by Jack ; or, as some writers believe, rather 
-eopied from ^e original at Delfrtios, with certain addi- 
tions and emendations, suited^ to the tinges and circum- 
stances; I riiall not absolute^ detemune. This I may 
affirm,thM Jack gave it at least a new turn, and formed. 

^ I do not w€ll understand what th€>authof aims at here, sloj more 
tiian by the terrible monster, mentioned in the following lines, called 
Moulin aventjt which is the Frtnch name for a windmilL W. Wot- 

TOW. 
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H into the same ^fareie and modd, as it lies dedm 
Die. ^ ^ 

I have long sought after this oppoitimUy.cl 
justice to a society of men, for whom I have « p^ 
honour; and whose opinions, as well as practice's 
been extremely misrepresented, and ' tfadnced, I 
mafice or ignorance of their adversaries. For, I 
it one of the greatest, and best of human actid^ 
move prejudices, and place thii%s in th^r &idye 
(iedrest light ; which I therefore boldly undertake, ii 
any regards of my own, beside the Conscience,^ 
uour, and the thanks. 



SECT. IX. 
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A DIGRESSION CbNCCRKlNO THE ORIGII^At, Tff] 
AND IMPROVEMENT, OF MADNESS IN A COl 

WEALTH. 

' ' .■•.-'' 

Non shall it any ways detract from the just repu 
of this famous sect, th^t its rise and institution are < 
to such an author, as I have described Jack to be ; 
son whose intellectuals were overturned, and his 
shaken out of its natural position ; i^hich we comi 
suppose to be a distemper, and ^11 by the name^f 
ness or frenzy.* Fori*if we tak^ a survey of the , 
est actions that have belbn perf(»ined in the^worlt 
der the influence of single men; which are, tte 
li^ment of new empires by conquest; the advabc 

^* 

* Credite mihi, anathTmiftsis si in cerebrum est, >in tot^^ 
flactum fincit. Trimalcbio apud Potrenium. — Met^Vfuuittr^^ 
etit et exhalatio, qu» hie de veotrii flatibus intelligenda. M^ 
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pri^gress of new schemes in philosophy ; and the contriv- 
ing, as trell as the propagating of new religions ; we shall 
find the authmrs of them aU^ to have been persons whose 
natiita] reason had admitted great revolutions from their 
diet, their education, the prevalency of some certain 
temper, together with the particular influence of air and 
tlimate. ' Besides^ there is something individual inhu- 
man minds, that easily kindles, at the accidental ap{NX)ach 
and ^^Uision of t^rtain circumstances, which, though of 
paltry and mean appearance, do often flame out into the 
greatest emergencies of life. For, great turns are not 
always given by strong hands, but by luc^y adaption^ 
and at proper seasons ; dnd it is of no import where the 
fire was kindled, if the vapour has once got up into the 
brain. For, the upper region of man is furnished like 
the middle region of the air;, the materials are formed 
fi'om causes of the widest difference, yet produce at last 
the same substance and effect. Mists arise from the earth, 
steams from dunghills, exhalations from the sea, and 
smoke from fire; yet all clouds are the same in compost* 
tiou, as well as consequences ; and the fiimes issuing from 
ft Jakes, will furnish as comely and useful a vapour, as 
incense fit)m an altar. Thus far, I suppose, will easily 
be granted me; and then it will follow, that aft tlie face of 
nature never produces rain, but when it is overcast and 
disturbed; so human understanding, seated in the brain, 
must be troubled and overspread by vapotms, ascending 
from the lower faculties to water the invention^ and ren- 
der it fruitfed. Now, although these vapours, (as it has 
been already said) are of as vaiious origioal as those 

; of the skies; yet the crops they produce, <Mffer both in 
kind and degree, merely according to the soil. I will 
produce two instances, to prove and explain what I am 

^'Bow advancing. 
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A certain great pvince* raised a iip^ty amy^ filled 
his coffeiB with infinite treasures, provided an inTiocible 
fleet, and all this, without giving the le^t part of his de- 
sign to his greatest ministers, vn: his nearest favourkes. 
Immediately the whole WiOrld was alarmed ; the n^h- 
bonring crowns in trembling expectations^ towards what 
point the storm would burst ; the small potiticians i^§ty 
where forming profound conjectures. Some believed he 
had laid a scheme for uniireiiBal monarchy^ others, after 
much insight, determined the matter to be a project for 
pulling down the pope, and setting up the reformed re- 
ligion, which had once been Ms own. Some again of a 
deeper sagacity, sent him into Asia 4o subdue die Tuii, 
and recover Palestine. In the midst of all these prefects 
and preparations, a certain state-surgeon,t gathenng the 
nature t>f the disease by these symptoms, attempted the 
cure, at one blow performed the operation, InrojLe the bag, 
and out flew the vapour ; nor did any thing waajt toTea- 
der it a complete remedy, only, that the prince Unfortu- 
nately happened to die in die performance. Now ia the 
reader exceeding^ curious to learn, whence tim vapour 
took its rise, which had so long set the nations at a ga^ ; 
what secret wheel, what hidden spring, could put. iiHO 
motion so wondeHul an engine. It was afterwards dk- 
covered, that the movement of this whole machine had 
been directed by an absent female^ whose eyes had rsnsed 
a protuberancy, and before emission she was jremoved Into 
an enemy's country. What should an%nhappy princ^ 
do in such ticklish circumstances as these ? ^~ **""* * 
vain the poet's never-failing receipt of ccrpof 
for, 

* This was iiariy the Great of France. H. 

f RavaiUa€, who stabbed Heary tlie Great in his eoa!r.h; 

I It should be^ * exceedingly.' 8. 
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Idque petU carjms mensj unde esisauda amore : 
Undefmtur^ eo iendk, gesHtgue cme. — ^Lucb. 

Havii^ to no purpose used all peaeeable endeavours, 
ibe collected part of the semen^ raised and inflamed, be- 
came adust, Converted to choler, turned head upon the 
spinal duct, and ascended to the brain : the very same 
principle, that influences a bully to break the HFindows 
of % whore who has jilted him, naturally stirs up a great 
prince to raise mighty armies, and dream of nothing but 
9At^t%^ battles, and victwiesh— 



'TeUrrima beUi 



Causa- 



The other instaDee"^ is what I have read somewhere in 
jt very ancient author, of a mighty king, who, for the 
i^ace of above thirty years, amused himself to take and 
lose towns; beat armies, and be beaten ; drive princes 
out of their dominions ; fright children from their bread 
and butter; buru> lay waste, plunder, dragoon, massacre 
subject and stranger, friend and foe, male and. female. 
It is recorded, that the philosophers of each .country 
were in grave dispute upon causes natural, moral, and 
political, to find out where they should assign an original^ 
solution of this phenomenon. At last, the vapour or 
spirit, which animated the hero's brain, being in perpe- 
tual circulation, seized upon that region of the human 

bf^y, so renowned for fiimishing the zibeta oc€idcntaUs,i 

■ ■--''^"" 

:^-: :■'■■' ' . 

";%:♦ TWs is meant of the French king, Lewis XIV. H. 

*:';|; Paracelsus, who was so famous for chemistry, tried an experi- 




y^m^r^^^ human excrement, to make a perfume of it; which, when 
'* / ifeJi^ brought to perfection, he called sibeta occtdentaHs^jyT western 
7. civettl&B back parts of man (according to his division mentioned by 
the AcWltOr) being the west. H. 

. * 
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aod g^ihenog thereinto a tumour, left the rest of the 
w<Nrld for that time in peace. Of such mightj conse* 
quence it i$, \irhere those exhalations fix ; and of so little, 
from whence they proceed. The same spirits which, in 
their superior pro^'ess, would conquer a kingdom, de- 
scending upon the anus^ conclude in a fistula. 

Let us next examine the great introducers of kiew 
schemes in philosophy, and search, till we can find frtan 
what faculty of the soul the di^osition arises in morlBl 
man, of taking it iilto his head to advance new gyst^iUEi, 
with such an eager zeal, in things agreed on 9II hands jia- 
possiMe to be. knowb : from what seeds this disposition 
springs, and to what quality of human nature, these grand 
innoTators have been indebted for their number of disci- 
ples. Because it is plain, that several of the chief among 
them, both ancient and modem, inrere usually mistaken by 
their adversaries, and indeed by s^l, except their Qwn fol- 
lowers, to have been persons crazed, or out of thek wit^; 
having generally proceeded, in the common course of 
their words and actions, by a method very different from 
the vulgar dictates of unrefined reason; agreeing ibr tbe 
most part in their several niodels, with their present un- 
doubted successors in the academy of modern Bedlam; 
whose merits and principles I shall farther examine in 
due place. Of this kind were Epicurus, IMogenes, 
Apollonius, Lucretius, Paracelsus, Des Cartea, and 
others ; who, if they were now in the world, tied fast, and 
;^arate from their followers, would, in this our undistin- 
guishing age, incur manifest danger of phlebotomy, and 
whips, and chains, and dark chambers, and straw. For, 
what man in the natural state or course of thinking, did 
ever conceive it in his power, to reduce the notions of ail 
mankind exactly to^he same length, and breadth, and 
height of his own ? yet, this is the first humble and civil 
design of aU imiovator^ in tlie empire of reason. Epicu- 
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rus modestly hoped, that one time or Other, a certain foi<- 
tuitous coDcourge of all men^s opinions, a^er perpetual 
justlings, the sharp with the smooth, the light* and the 
heayy^ the round and the square, would, by certain clina- 
mina, uhite in the notions of atoms and Void, as these did 
in the originals of all thi]!igs; Cartesius reckoned to see, 
before he died, the sentiments of all philosophers, like so 
many lesser stars in his romantic system, wrapped and 
drawn within his own vortex. Now, I woiild glacSy be 
Informed, how it is possible to account for such imagina- 
tions as these in particular men, without recourse t<> my 
phenomenon of vapours, ascending from the lower facul- 
ties to overshadow the brain, and there distilling into con- 
ceptions, for which the narrowness of our mother-tongue 
^as not yet assigned any other name, beside that of mad- 
ness or frenzy. Let us therefore now conjecture how it 
comes to pass, tiiat none of these gi^at prescril]^ 
do eVer fail* providing themselves and their notions 
with a number of implicit disciples. And, I think, 
the reason is easy to be assigned : for, there is a pe- 
culiar stiidg in the harmony of human understand- 
ing, which in several individuals is exactly of the 
sanie tuning: This if you can dexterously screw up to 
its right key, and then strike gently upon it; whenever 
you have the good fortime to light among those of the 
flame pitch, they will, by a secret necessary sympathy, 
strike exactly at the same time. And in this one cir- 
cumstancie lies all the skill or luck of the matter ; for if 
' you chance to jar the string among those, who ai*e either 
above or below your Own height, iifttead of subscribing 
to your doctrine, they wiU tie you fast, call you mad, 



.J '.:- 



* This is ungrammatical. It should b«, *• do ever fail to provide 
l^;j^emselves,V &c. or if the participle be used, it should be * do ever 
^i^ of providing,* &c. S. < 
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and feed y6u i^ith bread and -water. It is theref<n*e a 
pdiit of the nicest conduct, to distin^idh and adapt thi# 
noble talent, with respect to the differences of persofis 
and of times. Cicero understood this very well, when 
writing to a Mend in England, with a caution,^ among 
other matters, to beware of being cheated by our hack- 
ney-coachmen (who, it seems, in those days were as er- 
rant rascals as they are now) has these r^mai^sMe 
words: Est quod gaudeas te in ista Idea vemsse^ ubie^^ 
ymd sUpere viderere.* For to speak a bold truth, it fr 
a fatal miscarriage so ill to order affairs, as to pass for a 
fool in one company, when in another you might bfe 
treated as a philosopher. Which I desire some certatti 
gentlemen of my acquaintance to lay up in thdr heiir^' 
as It yery seasonable mnsumJo. - 

This, indeed, was the fatal mistake of that w^rtl^- 
g^tletnan, fnj most ingenious fiiend, Mr. Wottoai a-; 
person, in appearance, ordained fcnr great designs, as w^^ 
aap^drmakces ; whether you will considier his notioitiB 
or his looks, surely no man ever advanced into the ph!k>' 
lie, with fitter qualifications of body andnnlndr f<^ ^e 
propagation of a new religion. O, had those hap{^ ta- 
lents, misapplied to vain philosophy, b^en turned into ^ 
their proper channels of dreams and visions, wh^re ^b^ 

* The ezceUent Translator of Cicero*« Familiar Letters obsenret 
that Swift has applied a passage iQ them, wUh.fmrt hvanour, .per- 
haps, than it was at first conceived. And yet half the application it 
founded On a false fact. " In the Tale of a Tiib," he says,** Cicero^ 
writing to Ins friend Trebatius in England^ with a caution, among 
other matters, to beware of being cheated by our hackney-coachmen 
(who, it seems, in those days were as arrant rascals at they are now) 
has these very remarkable words, Est qvod gaudeas te in isia loea 
venisse^ ubi aliqvid sapere viderere.''^ £p. Fam. vii. 10. Would any 
one think now, that the very next words in Cicero f^ow, that Treba- 
tius did NOT GO into England ? Add yet it follows, With how muck^ 
greater advantage would your noble talints Havt appwrtd^ had teu 
«oiix into Bkitain! W. B. 
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tio& of mind mid couQteQimce are of sudi sovereigo 
f the base detractiog world would not then have 
ledto report, that something is amiss, that his brain 
undergone an unlucky shake; which even his bi-o* 
t modeimsts themselves, like iterates, do whisper so 
d, that it reaches up to the very garret I son writing 

laiistly, whosoever pleases to look into the fountains 
^jDthusiasm, from whence in all ages have etemallj 
ceeded such fattening streams^ will find the sprii^ 
d to have been as troubled and muddy, as the cur> 
t : of «uch great emolument is a tincture of this va- 
£, which the world calls madness, that without its 
3, the^world would not only be deprived of those two 
It ble^in^s, conquests and systems, but even aU man- 
i would unhappily be reduced to the same belief in 
ig». ii^visibie. Now, the former jDo^ttdaium beiog 
Is^^Aatitis of no import irom wMt (»iginals this va« 
r proceedsj but either in what angles it strikes and 
idds^ over the understanding, ot upon what species of 
fit 4t ascends ; it will be a very delicate point to cut 
feather, and divide the several reasons to a mce and 
ous reader, how this numerical difference in the 
n, can produce effectrof so vast a difference from 
same vapour,* as to be the sole point of individua- 
, between Alexander the Great, Jack of Leyden^ 
Monsieur Des Cartes. ^ The present argument is the 
t abstracted that ever I engaged in ; it strains n^ 
Ities to their highest stretch : and I desire the read- 
> attend with the utmost propensity; fori now pro- 
l to unravel this knotty point. 

^ * How the same nerves arc fashioned to sustain 
* The greatest pleasure, and Hie greatest pain.* 

Gahth. Ji$* Pate. 
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There 18 in maBkiod a certaini^ * * r* ' 

* * * ,i# ^ # * 1^ 

HicmuUa ^ ^ * *^ ♦ ^ 

desiderantur. * * * ."* * * 

* * * * And this I take to be a^l^ 
solution of the mattec 

Having therefore bo narrowly passed through this lo^ 

trlcate difficulty, the i^eader will, I am sure, ap^ 

with m^ in ttie conclusion ; that if the moderiis meia^.^ 

madness, only a disturbance or transposition, of the hrfljn, 

by force of certain vapours issuing up ^rom the losi^ 

faculties ; then has this madness been the .parent ;ofjp 

those mighty revolutions, that haye happened in empiijev 

philosophy, and in religion. For^^the brain, in it& n^- 

ral position and state of serenity, disposes its^^ip^ito 

pass his life in the common forms, without any thoi^$to 

of i^ubduing multitudes to his own power, bis reasons^r^ 

his visions; ai^d the more he sliapes big iind g^t^jg ifj^g 

by the pattern of humaa learning, the less he is iQcllaiKi 

(o form parties,, after his partiqyJar notions ; because j^at 

»#instructs him in his private infirmities, as well as ju the 

j stubborn ignorai)ce of the people. But when a man's 

I fancy gets astride on his reason; when iraa^n£|tioQ h 

I at cuf& with the senses ;. and ^mmon understanding, as 

i well as common sense, is kicked out of doors; the first 

proselyte he inakes, is himself ; and when that is psuee^ 

compassed, the difficulty is not so great in bringing ipver 

others ; a strong delusiou always pparating from without, 

as vigorously 39 from within.; For, cant^and vision are, 

to the ear and the eye, the same that tickling is to the 

touch. Those entertainments and pleasures T^e most 

t Here is another d^ect ia the manuscript; but I tiiink' the au> 
thor did wisely, and that the matter, which thus strained hirfacul* 
Ues, washot worth a solution; and it were well if all metaphysical 
cobweb problems werQ no otherwise answered. H. 
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yalue in life, are such as dupe imd play the wa^ with the 
^Dses. For, if we tal|e an examination of what is gene* 
rally linderstood by happiness, as it has re^ct either 
to the understandkig or the senses, we^all find all its 
properties and adjuncts will herd under this short defi- 
nition ; that it is a perpetual poiEusession <rf being well4e- 
ceited. . And first, with relation to the mind or under- 
staiiding, it is manifest, what mighty advantages fiction 
ibas over truth ; and the reasop is just at our elbow, be- 
cause imagination can buUd noUer scenes, suod produce 
more wonderfiil revolutions, Aan fortune or nature will 
be at expense to furnish. Nor is n^auMnd so much to 
tftame, inliis choice* thus determining him, if we consi- 
der that the debate merely lies between things past, and 
things conceived : and so the questiim i& only this; 
: whether things, that have place in the imagination, may 
net as properly be said to exbt, as those that are seated 
in the memory ; which may be justly held in the affirm- 
ative, and very much to the advantage of the former, 
Bince this is acknowledged to be the womb of things, and 
the <>ther allowed to be no more than the grave. Again, 
if we take this definition of liappiness^ and examine it 
with refetence to the senses, it will be acknowledged 
wonderfully adapt. How fading and insipid do all ob» 
jects accost us, that are not conveyed in the vehicle <>f 
^ delusion! how shrunk is every tiling, as it appeal's in 
tl^e glas& of nature ! so that if it were not f€»t the assist- 
ance of artificial mediums, false lights, refracted ^mgles, 
varnish and tinsel, there would be a mighty level in the 
felicity and enjoyments of mortal men. If this were se- 
riously considered by the wctfld, as I have a certain tea-n. 

* Here, as was observed on a similar occasion^ * his' is very im* 
properly put ia ajcreement with Vmankiud :' and what follows is un- 
' grammatical. It ought either to be, * in his choice's thus deterjx^n^ 
ibghim;' or, ^inbeingthuB di^termined imhisi^bpice.' 9. ... 

g2 
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son to suspect it haidly will, men would no longer reckon 
amoi^ their high points of wisdom, the art of expcMaiig 
weak oAfiSy ss^ publishing infirmities ; an emploTmesti 
in mj opinion, neither better nor worse than that of un- 
masking, which, I think, has never been allowed fair 
usage, either in the world, or the play-house. 

In the proportion that credulity is a more peaceful 
possession of the mind, than curiosity; so far prefera- 
ble is that wisdom, which converses about the surfac^t*- 
that pretended philosophy, which enters into t^ depth 
of things, and then comes gravely back with inforsaia- 
tions and discoveries, that in the inside they are good for 
BOthing. The two senses, to which all oljects first dsdr- 
dress themselve^^ are the sight and the touch ; these tier 
rer examine farther than the colour, the shape^ the size, 
and whatever other qualities dwell, or are drawn by art 
upon the outward gi ^bodies; and then comes reason ofr- 
ficiously with tools for cutting, and opening, and man- 
gling, and piercing, offering to. demonstrate, that thejr 
are not of the same consistence quite through. Kow I 
take all this to be the last degree of perverting nature f 
•ne of whose eternal laws it is, to put her best furniture 
forward. And th«*efore, in order to save the charges of ' 
all such expensive anatomy for the time to come, I dio 
here think fit to inform the reader, that in such- conclu- 
sions as these, reason is certainly in the right; and that ' 
in most corporeal beings, which have fallen under ihy 
cognizance, the outside has been infinitely preferable to 
the in: whereof I have been farther convinced from 
some late experiments. Last week I saw a woman flay- 
ed, and you will hardly believe, how much it altered 
her person for the worse. Yesterday I ordered the car- 
cass of a beau to be stripped in my presence; when we 
were all amazed to find so many unsuspected faults un- 
der one suit of clothes. Then I laid open his brain, bis 
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h^ait, and his spleen : but I plainly perceived aTeveiy' 
operation, that the farther we proceeded, ^e found the 
defects increase upon ud in number and btrH^: from all' 
nrfiieh, I justly formed this conclusion to myself; that 
whatever philosopher or projector can find out an art to 
solder and patch up the flaws and imperfections of na- 
ture, wfll deserve much better of mankind, and teach us 
a more useful science, than that so much in present 
esteem, of widening and exposing them, like him, who 
held anatomy to be the ultimate end of physic; And 
he, whose fortunes and dispositions have placed him in 
a convenient station to enjoy the fruits of this noble art ; 
he that can with Epicurus content his ideas with the 
films add images that fly off upon his spnses from the su- 
perfices of things; such a man, truly wise, creams joS 
natiure, leaving the sour and the dregs, for philosophy 
and reason to lap up. This is the sublime and refined 
point oif felicity, called the possession of being well de- 
ceived; the serene peaceful state, of being a fool, among 
knaves. 

Btit to return to madness. It is certain, that accord- 
ing to the system I have above deduced, every species 
thereof proceeds from a redundancy of vapours ; there- 
foi^ as some kinds of frenzy givei double strength to 
the sinews, so there are of other species, which add vi- 
gour, and life, and spirit to the braiii : now, it usualljr 
happens, that these active spirits, getting possession of 
the brain, resemble those that haunt other waste and 
empty dwellings, which, for want of business, either va- 
nidi, and carry away a piece of the house, or else stay 
at home, and fling it all out of the windows. By which 
are mystically displayed the two principal branches of 
' madness, and which some philosophers, not considering 
-90 well as I, have mistaken to be dliTerent in their causes? 

o 3 
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^rverbasUly aligning the £nit tio ddtciencj, aad the iitber | A 
lo redundance. 

I think it therefore mamfest, from what I have here 
adYanced^ that the main point of skill and address ]b> 
to furnid) empYojrment for thid redundancy of ^Tapour, 
and prudentlj to adjust the season (^ it ; by wli^ 
means, it may certainly become of eai'dinal and catlH^ 
emolument, in a conraionwealtlL Thus one man, ehoo^ig 
a proper juncture, leaps into a guif,^ thence {nroceeds^ la 
hero, and is called the saver of his countiy : ^another 
acliieves the same enterprise,! but, luiluckily tinui^ ib 
has left the brand of madness fixed as a reproach Upoi) 
his memory: upon so nice a distinction, are we taught 
to repeat the name of Curtius, with reverence and kve; 
that of Empedocles, with hatred and contempt* This& 
also it is usually conceived, that the elder Brutus osdy 
personated the fool and madman, for the good of die ^^• 
lie; but this was nothing else than a redundancy of the 
inane vapour Jong misapplied, called by the Xtatin^ Jii' 
genium patnegotits^ or, to translate it as nearly as I 
can, a sort of frenzy, never in its r^ht element, till 'you 
tfi^eit up in the business of the state. 

Upon all/which) and manv other reasons (^ equd 
weight, though not equally cuhous, I do here glad]^ em^ 
brace an opportunity I have long sou^t for,' ^recom- 
mending it as a very noble undertaking^ to Sir Edwraird 
Seymour, Sir Qiristopher Musgrave, Sir Jdm Bowles^ 
John Howe, Esqw and other patriots concerned^ diat they 
would move for leave to ^rnxxg in a bill, for aj^oiating 
eommifidoners to ini^)ect into Bedlsra, and the parts adr- 
jacent ; who shall be empowered to send for persons, pa^ 
pers, and records ; to examine into the merits and qpsS^ 
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* Curtius. MS. PaU: 
f Empedoclee. MS, Muff. 
> Taci(ti9. 
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fications of ever^ student and professor; to ob^enre 
with utmost exactness their severa] dispositions and be- 
haviour^ hj -which means, duly distinguishing and a^pt- 
»]g their talents, they might produce admirable instru* 
menu for the several offices in a «tat€j * * * * *,t civil, 
and military; proceeding in sud^ methods as I shall 
here humbly propose. Aed I hope the gentle reader 
will give some allowaaee to ray great solicitudes in this 
important affair, U{Mm account of theh%h esteem I have 

-: bom&that honoifirak^e society, whereof I had acHue time 
the happiness to be an unworthy member. 

Is any student tearing his straw in piece-meal, swear- 
)i^ and blaspheming, biting his grate, foaming at the 
mouth, and emptying his pisspot in the spectators faces ? 
let the right worshipful the commissioners of inspection 
give hima regiment of dragoons, and send him into Flan< 
ders among the rest. I& another eternally talking^ sput- 
terit^, gaping, bawling in a souikl without period or ar- 
ticle? what wonderful talents are here mislaid! let 
him be furnished immediately with a green bag and 
papers^ and three-pence, in Ins pocketjj and away 
with him to Westminster-Hall* You will find a third 
gravely taking the dimensions of his kennel ; a person 
<^ foresight and insight, though kept quite in the dark ; 
for why, like Mos^ ecce comuta^ erat efusfdeks. He 
walks duly in one pace, entreats your penny widi due 
gravity and ceremony ; talks much of hard times, and 
taxes, and the whore of Babylon; bars up the wooden 

.wtsdowof his cell constantly at eight o'clock ;di'eam^ 
rf fire, and shop-lifters, and court-customers, and privi-* 

t Ecdesiafftical. H. 
^'* X A. lawyer's coach-hire. Note by ike Author in 1697. 

$ Cornutus is either horned or shining, and by this term Moses is 
4eacribed« tile vulgar Latio of the Bible. H. 
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leged placeis. Now, what a figure would all these ac« 
quhrements amount to, if tbfi owner were sent intD Uie 
city, among his Inrethrent Behold a ^Mirth, ia mudrand 
deep coQversatioB wiUi himself biting his tlmmbs at pio^ 
per junctures ; his countenance checkered with busiaeai^^^ 
and design; sometimes walking very fast^ with his eyer' 
nailed to a i>aper that he holds in his hanc^: a. great ' 
saver of time, somewhat thick of hearing, very short dT 
nght, but more of memory : a man erer in haste, a greal' 
batcher and breeder of business, and excellent at the fa- 
mous art of whispering nothing ; a huge idolateiN>f dmj* ^ 
losyllables and procrastination; so ready to give4tf'-' 
^rord to every body, that he never keeps it : one that has 
isrgot the common Cleaning of ^rords, but an admirable 
etaiiier of the sound t extremely subject to the looseness 
Dr his occasions are perpetually calling him away. R 
rou approach his grate in his familiar intervals ; '^ Sir,'* - 
ays he, " give me a penny, and I'll sing you a song r 
wt give me the penny first." (Hence comes the com- 
uon saying, and commoner practice, of parting withnuh 
ley far a sang.) What a complete system of court ddlf 
5 here described in every branch of it, and all utterly 
Mt with wrong application ! Accost the hole of abodier - 
:ennel (fii*st stopping your nose) you will behold a surlyj 
;loomy, nasty, dovenly mortal, raking in his own duiig, 
nd dabbling in Ms urine. The best part 6f liis diet is 
lie reversion of his own ordure, which, expiring Into 
teams, whu'ls perpetually about, and at last i*e-infunds." 
lis complexion is of a dirty yellow, with a thin scattered 
eard, exactly agreeable to that of his diet upon its fir^ 
eclination ; like other insects^ who having their birth 
nd education in an excrement, firom thence borrow their 
^lour and their smell. The student of this apartment , 
, very sparing of his words, 1)ut somewhat over-liberal 
f his breath : he holds his hand out ready to receive 
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yova^ penny, and unroediately npoa receipt witlKkmirs to 
his former occupatk«is. Nom^is it not wnaTang to ibmka 
the society of Warwick-lane should have no more con- 
cern for the recovery of so useliil a member; who, if one 
may judge from these appearances, would beoorae die 
greatest comament to that illustrious body ? Another stu- 
dent stmts up fiercely to your teeth, puffing with his lips, 
half squee^ng out his eyes, and very ^radously hdds 
you out his band to kiss. The keeper desires you ^not 
to be afraid of tins professor, finr he will do you no hurt ;^ 
to him alone is allowed the liberty of the anti-chamber^ 
and the orator of the place gives, you toundanstand, that 
this solenm person is a tailor run mad with pride. This 
condderaUe student is adorned with many other quafi- 
ties, upon which at present I shall not farther en- 

laige.* ^Hark in your ear — I am strangely 

mistaken, if all his ad(kess, his motions, and his airs, 
would not then be very natural, and in their proper ele- 
ment.' 

I shall not descend so minutely, as toonsist upon the 
vast number of beaux, fiddlers, poets, and politicians, that 
the world might recoverby such a reformation; but what 
is more material, beside the clear gain redounding to the 
Gommonwealth, by so large au acquisition of perscms to 
employ,! whose talents and acquirements, if I may be so 
bold as to affirm it, are now buried, or at least misap- 
plied ; it woidd be a mighty advantage accruing to tlie 
public from this inquiry, that all these would very much 
excel, and arrive at great perfection in their several 
kinds; whicb^ J think, is manifest from what I have al- 

* I cannot conjecture ^hat the author means here, or how this 
^asm could be filled ; though it is capable of more than oile interpret 

^^^On. W. WOTTON. 

f It Aould be^ * of persons to be employed.* S. 
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ready shown, and shall enforce hj this one |d8& in- 
stance; that even I myself, the author of these momen- 
tous truths, am a person, iivhose ima^nations aire hard- 
BDOuthed, and exceedingly disposed to run awiqr wKb 
his reason, which I have phserved from long eiqperienc^, 
to be a very light rider, and easily shaken c^; upda 
which account, my friends will never trust me alone, 
without a solemn promise to vent^my specula^os intldfl^ 
or the like n^anner, for the universal benefit of hufiiao- 
kiud ; which perhaps the gentle, courteous, and camfid 
reader, brimful of that modern chatty and tendiemess 
lisually annexed to his office, will be very hardly p€^ 
suaded to believe. . ' * 



SECT. X. 



A FARTHER DIGRESSION. 



It is an unanswerable ai'gument of -h very refitted 
tige,* the wonderful civilities that have passed of late 
years betw^een the nation of authoi-s, and that of i^eadera. 
There can hardly pop out a play,t a pamphlet, or a poeib, 
without a preface full of acknowledgment to the world 
for the genersd reception and applause they have given 
it, which the Lord knows where, of when, or how, or 
fi-om whom it receiyed. In due deference to so laudable 
a custom, I do here return my humble thanks -to his ma- 



* This first sentence is wholly ungrammatical ; it may be thus 
aunended. * It is an unanswerable argument erf" the age's being 
rery refined, that wonderful civilities have passed,' &c. S. 

f This is literally true ; as we may observe in the preface to nioft 
Hays, Poems^ &c. OHein^^ 
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je^, aud both houses of parliament ; to the lords of the 
i^ipg's most honourable priyj-council ; to the reverend 
the judges ; to the clergy, and gentry, and yeomanry of 
t|ti8 land; but in a more especial manner, to my worthy 
brethren jind friends at Will's coffee-house, and Gresham- 
college, and Warwick-lane, and Moorfields, and Scot- 
land-yard, and Westminster-hall, and Guild-hall : in short, 
|p aU inhabitants and retainers whatsoever, either in 
.court, (NT church, or camp, or city, or country; for their 
generous and universal acceptaiipe of this divine treatise. 
I accept their agprobation and good opinion with ex- 
treme gratitude, and, to the utmost of my poor capaci- 
ty, shall take hold of all opportunities to return the 
obligation. ' , 

I am also happy, that fate has flung me into so blessed 
uiage, for the mutual felicity of booksellers and authors, 
whom I may safely affirm to be at this day the two only 
satisfied parties in England. Ask an author how his last 
piece has succeeded ,* *^ why truly he thanks his stars, 
the world has been very favoiurable, and he has not the 
least reason to. complain : and yet, by (j—, he writ it in 
a week, at bits and starts, when he could steal an hour 
from his urgent affairs ;'^ as it is a hundred to one, you 
m&y see farther in the preface, to which he refers you; 
and for the rest, to the bookseller. There you go as a 
customer, afid make the same question: he "blesses his 
god, the thing takes wonderfully, he is just printing tlie 
second edition, and has but three left in lus shop." 
you beat down the price: " Sir, we shall not differ:" 
and, in hopes of your custom another time, lets you have 
it as reasonable as you please : '^ and pray send as many 
of your acquaintance as you will, I shall, upon your ac^ 
count, furnish thert all at the same rate." 

Now, it is not well enough considered, to what accif^ 
dents and occasions the world is indebted, for the greats 
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est part of those noble vritings, which hoiurly stioi ti^tt 
entertain it. If it were not for a rainy day, a drutd^ 
Ti^, a fit of the spleen, a course of physic, b i^eepgr 
Sunday, an ill run at dice, a long tailor's bill, a beggat^s 
purse, a factious head, a hot sun, costive diet, wgDit d 
books, and a just contempt of learning: but ft«r /tibcse 
events, I say, and some others toolong to recite (eiE^ppecl- 
ally a prudent neglect of taking brimstone inwa»^)^l 
doubt, the number of authors, and of writings, wo^ 
dwindle away to a degree most wofu! to behoh}. 'iPd 
confirm this opinion, hear the words ^ the famous Trog- 
lodyte philosopher : '' It is certain (said be) some gpaixA 
of folly are of course annexed, as part of die compositioaL 
of human nature; only the choice is left us, wbeth^r^we 
please' to wear them inlsdd, or embossed : and we need- 
not to go Yery far to seek how that is usually deteirmia^ 
ed, when we remember, it is with human faculties w 
with liquors, the lightest will be ever atthe top." 

There is in this i'amous Island of BritaiE^ a ^is^rtlkia- • 
paltry scribbler, very voluminous, whose charai^er t^' 
reader cannot wholly be a stranger to.* He deals m$L 
pernicious kind of writings, called Second Pairts;anA' 
usually passes under the name of The Author of Sue 
First, I easily forsee, that as soon as I lay down my 
pen, this nimble operator will have stolen it, and treat me 
as inhumanly as he has already done Dr. Blackmc^^ 
Lestrange, and many others, who shall here be nameless; 



[_: 



* This mode of placiog the preposition at the end of the sentenc'e^ 
however sanctified by custom, and frequently used by our author, ii 
yet very faulty, and ofifensive to a cultivated ear. It may easily be 
avoided by placing the preposition before the word to which it gro- 
jperly belongs. Thus, in the above instance, instead of sajing, 
• whose character the reader cannot wholly be a stranger to,'— if we 
transpose the particle thus, * to whose character the reader cannot 
wholly be a stranger ;^ the sentence closer with an important word, iti 
ajaaoBer satigfa^ory to theear. ^. 
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I^therefore fly fw justice uid relief, into the hapds 
of that great rectifier of saddles^*^ and lorerof mankind, 
Dr* Bentley 5 begging he will take thb enormous gdev- 
9me into bis mostmodern consideration : and if it should 
811 happen, diat the fuiniture of an ass, in , the shape of 
secmi^poTty must, forjny own sins, be clapped by a mis- . 
lake upon my back, that he will immediately please, in J 
Ate presence of the world, tp lighten me of the burden,! 
an^ take it home to 14s own house, till the true beast* 
diliiks fit to call for it- 

In the mean time I do here give this public notice, 
tbat mj resolutions are, to circumscribe withia tliis di»- 
G^urse, the whole stock of matter I have been so many 
years providing. Since my vein is once opened, I am 
fioiitent to exhaust it all at a running, for the peculiar 
advantage of my dear country, and. for the universal 
benefit of mankind. Th^^fore hj^tably considering 
the number of my guests, ihej sh^tl^ve my wtiole ea- 
taftainment at a meal; and I scorn to^^t up thiileavings 
iu^ cupboard. What the guests ^(^^ot eat, may be 
given to the poor; and the dogs ftiider the table may 
^aw the bones. Tliis I tinderstand for a more generous 
proceedii^, than to turn the company's stomach, by in- 
viting them again to-morrow, to a scurvy meal of scraps. 

Jf the reader fairly considers t^v strength of what I 
hav^ advanced in the foregoing se^iou, I am convinced 
it will produce a wonderful rev^nltttion in his notions and 
opinions; and ^ will be abunda&tly better prepared, to 
receive and to relish the concluding psfft of this miracai- 
lous treatise. Readers may be divided into three classes, 
the superficial, the ignorant, and the learned : and I have, 

^ Alluding to the trite plirase, ' place the saddle on the right 
horse/ H. 

f B7 doge, the author means common injudicious critics, as he ex- 
plains it himself before in liis Digression upon Critics. H. 
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witb much felicitj, fitted my pei^ to the gpi^us wijai^ 
vantage of each. The superficial reader w^ll b^ strapge* 
I7 provoked to laughter; which clears the breast audilie 
lungs, is sovereign against the spleen, and the most iopo- 
cent of all diuretics. The ignorant readert betwe^ 
whom and the fori;ner the distinction is extremely. nfojE^ 
will find himself disposed to stare ; which isran adrnJune^e 
remedy for lU eyes, serves to raise and enliven ib^Mlr 
rits, and wonderfully helps perspiration. . But. the |r^ 
der truly learned, chiefly for whose benefit I wake whe^ 
others sleeps and sleep when others wake, will herefio4 
sufficient matter to employ his speculations for tbp re^ 
of his life. It were much to be wished, and I do herj^ 
humbly propose for an experiment, that every p^ceio 
Christendom will take seven of the deepest^ scholai^ 10 
his dominions, and shut them up close for seven years^ Id 
seven chambers, with a command to write seven anoiple 
commentaries on this comprehensive disc<Hirse. t sh&|l 
venture^ affirm, that whatever difTerence may be fo^iobd 
in their several conjectures, they will be all, without thtf 
least distortion, manifestly deducible irom the >t^ ^ 
Mean time, it is my earnest request, that so useful an ifi[i« 
dertaking may be entered upon, if their majesties pleasi^ 
with all convenient ^ed ; because J have a strong I&- 
clinationy before Heave the world, to taste a ble^^itig 
which we mysterious writers can seldom reach, till we 
have gotten into our graves : whether it is^ that fie^e^ be^ 
ing a firuit grafted on the body, can hardlv grow, and mucb 
less ripen, tiU the stock is in the earth : or, whether she 
be a bird of prey, and is lured, among the rest, to pm- 
" sue after the scent of a carcass : or whether she con- 
ceives her trumpet sounds best and farthest, wheji she 
stands on a tomb, by the advantage of a rising ground 
and the echo of a hollow vault. 
It is true, indeed, the republic of dark authors, after 
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tHey o^e found out this excellent expedient of dying, 
hire been peculiarly happy in the variety, as well as 
^^nt of their reputation. For, night being the uni- 
V'ei^al mdtlier 6( things, wise philosophers hold all wri- 
ting to be fiidtful, in the proportion* they are dark ; 
and tberdbre, the true iUiindnated^ (that is to say, the 
tbrktst <f dU) have met with such numberless commen- 
tators^ whose scholastic midwifery has delivered them 
of meanings, that the authors themselves perhaps never 
coficeivedi and yet may very justly be allowed the law- 
ful parents of them 4 the words of such writers being like 
seed,' which, however scattered at random, when they 
light upon a fruitful ground, ^?ill multiply far beyond 
either the hopes or imagination of the sower. 

Arid therefore, in order to promote so useful a work, I 
trill ]iere take leave to glance a few innuendoes, that 
may be of great assistance to those sublime spirits, who 
shall be appointed to labour in a universal comment, upon 
tfik wond^ful discourse. And first,^ I have couched a 
very profound mystery in the number of OV multiplied 
by severii and divided by nine. Also, if a devout bro- 
ther of the rosy cross, will pray fervently for stxty-tlfree 
mornings with a lively faith, and then transpose certain 
letters and syllables, according to prescription in the, 

♦ It should be, * in the proportion that they are dark :' or, * in pro- 
poirtioqf^aB they are dark :* or, still better, * in proportion to their 
darkness.* S. 

t A name of the Rosicrosians. M^. Pate. — These were fanatic « ^ 
alchemi^s, who in search after the great secret had invented a means 
aHogether proportioned to their end : it was a kind of theological 
philosophy, made op of almost equal mixtures of Pagan platonism,' 
Christian quietism,^ and the Jewish cabbala. Warburton on th^ Ra) 
of ^he Lock. H. "^ 

% JN^othing is mcMre frequent than for commentators to force inter- 
pretations, which the author never meant. H. 

§ This is what the cabbalists among the Jews have done with the 
bible, and pretend to find wonderful mysteries by it Original, 
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eecond and fifth section, they will certainlj rereal intoa 
fill] i-eceiptof the' opus magnunu Lastlj, whoererwffl 
be at the pains to calculate the whole number (tf each let- 
ter in this treatise, and sum up the difference exae%be* 
tween the several numbers, assigning the true natiiral 
cause for every such difference; the discovenes ill tie 
product win plentifully reward his labour. But tfaeii lie 
must beware of Bythus and Sig€,^ and be sure iiot tolt- 
^et the qualities of Achamoth ; d aijus lach/mis humeiA 
prodit substantia, it risu lucida, it tristitia, et d ttmh 
mobiHs ; wherein Eugenius Philalethesf hath commit^ 
an unpardonable mistake 
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SECT. XI. 

A TALE &9 A TUB. 

Aftee so wide a compass as I have wandered, I^ 
now gladly overtake, and close in with my subject, H^ 

*' I was told hy an enuDent divine, whom I consulted ontbtf poio^ , 
that these two barbarous words, with that of Achamoth, and iti^ 
qualities, as here set down, are quoted from Irenaeus. This he'disra- 
vered by searching that ancient writer for another (Station of our 
author, which he has placed in the titie-pa^:^nd refers to the book 
and chapter: the curious were very inquisitive, whether thi^e barba- 
rous words, basyma cacahasa, ^-c. are really in Irenaeus, and upon in- 
quiry, it was found they were a sort of cant br jargon of certain here* 
tics, and therefore very properly prefixed to such a book as this of our 
author. W. Wotton. 

t To the treatise mentioned above, p. 118, called Anthroposophia 
Theomagica, there is another annexed, called Anima magka ahictm' 
dita^ written by the same author, V'augban, under the name of Eu- 
genius Philalethes, but in neither of those treatises is there any men- 
tion of Achamoth, or its qualities, so that this is notiiing but amuse- 
ment, and a ridicule of dark, unintelligible writers; only the words, 
d cfUQus lacrymis, Sfcl are, as we hav6 sMd, transcribed from Irenseus, 
* though I know not from what part. I believe one of the author^s de- 
5^ / ngD8 was to set curious men aYiu\it\T\^^o\x^\ti^«aA:^'^xA\\NJ3ii^^^ 
' / fof books out of the cotomou road. VT . W ottiot^. 
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aUs^ benceforth hold on with it an even pace to the end of 
my journej, except some beautiful prospect appears with- 
in sight of mj way ; whereof though at present I have 
neither warning nor expectation, yet upon such an acci- 
dent, come when it wiU, I shall beg my reader's favour 
9nd company, allowing me to conduct him through it 
ysdong with myself* For, in writing, it is as in travel- 
ling; if a man is in haste to be at home, (which I ac- 
knowledge to be none of my case, having never so little 
busiiiesfi as when I am there) and his horse be tired with 
ioQg riding, and ill ways, or naturally a jade, I advise 
him clearly to make the straitest and the commonest 
road, be^it ever so dirty : but then surely we must own 
such a ipan to be a scurvy companion at best ; he spat- 
ters himself and his fellow travellers at every step : all 
their thoughts, and wishes, and conversation, turn entirely 
upon die subject of their journey's end; and at every 
splash and plunge, and stumble, they heartily wish one 
j^nother at the devil. 

t . On the other «ide, when a traveller and his horse are 
I in heart and plight ; when his pui-se is full, and the day 
. ^fore him; he takes theroadonly where it is clean and 
convenient ; entei'tains his company there as agreeably as 
he can ; but, upon the first occasion, canies them along 
with him to every delightful scene in view, whether of 
. «rt, of natuie, or of both ; and if tliey chance to refuse, 
out of stupidity or weariness, let them jog on by them- 
selves and be d n'd; he'll overtake them at the next 

town ; at which arriving, he rides furiously through ; the 
men, women, and children run out to gaze; a hundred 
Tfuns}) CUTS* run barking after him, of which, if he honours 
Uie boldest with a lash of his whip, it is rather out of 

* By these are meant wha^the author, p. lOi^eallg, the true cri- 
tics. H. 




1&8 A TALE OF A TUB. 

sport than revenge : but should some sourer inozi^el dare 
too near an approach, he receives a salute on the chaps 
by an accidental stroke from the courser's heels, mnr is 
any ground lost by the blow, 'which sends him jelpiojg 
and limping home. 

I now proceed to sum up the singular adventures of 
my renowned Jack; the state of whose dispositions aiod 
fortunes the careful reader does, no doubt, most exactty 
remember, as I last parted with them in the conclusion of 
a former section. Therefore his nextcar^ must be^rom 
two of the foregoing, to extract a scheme of notions, ^t 
may best fit his understanding foi' a true relish of what 
is to ensue. -. . 

JACK had not only calculated the first revolution of 
his brain so prudently, as to give rise to that epidemic sect 
of iEolists, but succeeding also into a new and strange va^ 
riety of conceptions, the fruitfulness of his imagination 
led him into certain notions, which, although in appe^-' 
ance very unaccountable, were not without their mystM 
ries and their meanings, nor wanted followers to cou^te^^ 
nance and improve them. I shall therefore be extrer&eijf ) * 
careful and exact in recounting such material passaged^ 
of this nature, as I have been able to collect, either fx6m 
undoubted tradition, or indefatigable reading | and shdl 
describe them as graphically as it is possible, and as far 
as notions of that height and latitude can be brought 
within the compass of a pen. Nor do I at sdl qnejgtion, 
but they will furnish plenty of noble matter for such, 
whose Converting imaginations dispose thcra to reduce aU 
tilings into types ; wlio can make shadows, no thanks to 
the sun; and then mould them into substatnces, no thanks 
to philosophy ;- whose peculiar talent lies in fixing tropes 
and allegories t0|>the letter, and rlifining what is literal 
into figure andidm'stery. ^ 

' JACK had provided a fair copy of his father's will, 
engrossed in form upon a large skin of parchment ; and 
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resolying to act the part of a most dutifiil son, he became 
the fondest creature of it imaginable. For although, 
as t have often told the reader, it consisted "wholly in 
certain plfdn, easy du-ections, about the management and 
wearing of their coats, with legacies and penalties in 
case of obedience or neglect ; yet he began to entertain a 
fancy that tlie matter was deeper and darker^ and there- 
/ore must needs have a great deal more of mystery at the 
bottom. " Gentlemen," said he, " I will prove this 
very skin of parchment to be meat^ drink^ and cloth^ to 
be the philosopher's stone, and the umverstd medicine. 
In consequence of wljich raptures, he resolved to make 
use of it in the most necessary, as-^vell as the most paltry 
occasions of life."*^ He had a way of working it into 
^ any shape he pleased ; so that it served him for a night- 
cap when he went to bed, and for an umbrella in rainy 
weather. He would lap a piece of it about a sore toe, 
01", when he had fits, burn two inches under his nose; or, 
if any thing lay heavy on his stomach, scrape off, and 
swallow as much of the powder as would lie on a-silver 
*^ penny ; they weye all infallible remedies. With analogy 
to these refinements, his common talk and conversation 
ran wholly in the phrase of his will,t and he circum- 
scribed the utmost of his eloquence within tliat compass, 
not daring to let slip a syllable without autliority from 
that. Once, at a strange house, he was suddenly taken 
short upon an urgent juncture, whereon it may not be al- 
lowed too particularly to dilate ; and being not able to- 
call to mind, with that suddennesg the occasion requ]red» 

* The author here lashes those pretenders to puri;t7, who place sO^ 
much merit io using scripture phrases on all occasions. H» 

f The Protestant dissenters use scripture phrases in their serious 
discourses and composures, more than tiie Churcb-o^England men ; 
accordingly Jack is introduced, making his common talk and coarer^ 
sation to run whoBy in the phrase of bis WILL. W. Wcrrras. 

VOL. IIU H 
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an auAentic phrase for demanding the way to the baei^ 
side^ he chose rather, as the most prudent course, to incur 
the penalty in such cases usually annexed,* Neithar 
was it possible for the united rhetoric of mankind, to 
prevail with him to make himself clean again : because 
having consulted the will upon this emergency, he met 
with a passage near the bottom (whether foisted 'in by 
the transcriber, is not known) which seemed to forbid itf 
He made it ^ part of his religion, never to say grctu 
tB his meat 4 nor could all the world persuade hin% as 
the common phrase is, to eat Ms victuals Wee a Chris- 

He bore a strange kind of appetite to snap-dragouj^ 
and to the Uvid sm^s of a burning candle^ which be 
would catch and swallow with an agility wonderful to 
conceive ^ and by this procedure maintained a perpetual 
Hame in his belly, which issuing in a glowing steam^from 
lk>th his eyes, as well as his nostrils, and his mouth, made 
bis head appear in a dark night, like the skull of an ass^ 
wherein a roguish boy had conveyed a farthing candle, 
to the terror of his majesty's liege^ subjects. Therefore 

* Incurring the penaltj in such cases usually annexed, wants no 
explanation. 

f He would not make himself clean, because, havlng-eensultod the 
will, (i. e. the New Testament) he met with a passage near the bot- 
tom (i, c. in the 11th verse of the last chapter of the Revelations:) 
' He which is filthy, let him be filthy still,* which seemed to forbid it. . 
Whether foisted in by the transcriber, is added; because this para, 
graph is wanting in the Alexandrian MS. the oldest and most authen- 
tic copy of the New Testament H. 

X The slovenly way of receiving the sacrament among the fana* 
tics. H. ^ 

$ This is a common phrase to express eating cleanly, and is meant 
for an invective against^ that indecent manner among some people in 
receiving the sacrament; so in the lines before, wHich is to be under- 
Ktood of the Dissenters refusing to kneel at the sacrament. H. 

II I cannot well find out the author*s meaning here, unless it be the 
hot, ui»timely, blind seal of enthusiasts. H. 
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he made use of no other expedient to light himself home, 
but was \if«Qt to say, " that a wise man was hi& own lan- 
tern." 

- He would shut his eyes as he walked along the 
streets : and if he happened to bounce his head against a 
post, or fall into a kemiel, as he seldom missed either to 
do one,' or, bojth, he woidd tell the gibing apprentices, 
• who looked on, " that he submitted with entire resigna* 
tion, as to a trip, or a blow of fate, with whom he found, 
by l^ng experience, how. vain it was either to wrestle or 
to cuflf; and whoever durst undertake to do either, would 
be sui^e to come off with a swinging fall, or a bloody 
nose. It wajB ordained^^^^ said he, " some few days be- 
fore the creation, that my nose and this very post should 
have a rencounter; and thei*efore, nature thought fit to 
send us both into the world in the same age, and to make 
us countrymen and fellow-citizens. Now, had my eyes 
been open, it is very lil^ely the business might have beeft|. 
a great deal worse ; for how many a confounded slip is 
daily got by a man, with all his foresight about him! 
Besides, the eyes of the understanding, see best, when 
those of the senses are out of the way; and, therefore, 
blind men are observed to tread their steps with much 
more caution, and' conduct, and judgment, than those who 
rely with too much confidence upon the virtue of the vi* 
sual nerve, which every little accident shakes out of order, 
and a drop, or a film, can wholly disconcert : like a lan- 
tern among a pack of roaring |)ullies when they scour 
the streets, exposing its owner, and itself, to outward 
^icks and buffets, which both might have escaped, if the 
Tanity of appearing would have suffered them to walk 
in the dark. Butiarther; if we examine the conduct 
-pf these boasted lights, it will prove yet a great defift 

* Predestination. MS. Pate. 
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yrone than their fortune. It is true, I have hxoke my 
ftose against this post, because fortune either foigot, or 
did not think it convenient to twitch me hy the elbo^ 
and give me notice to avoid it. But, let not this encou-^ 
rage eiUier the present age, or posterity, to trust thenr 
noses into the keeping of their eyes, which may prove 
tjie fairesi way of losing them for good and all. "For, 
ye eyes, ye blind guides; miserable guardians are ye of 
our frail noses ; ye, I say, who fasten upon the first pre- 
cipice in view ; and then tow our wretched willing, bo- 
dies after you, to the very brink of destruction ; but, alast 
that brink is rotten, our feet slip, and we tutnbledowD 
prone into a gu]f, without one hospitable shrub in the 
w^y to break the fall ; a fall, to which not any nose of 
mortal make is equal, except that of the giant Laurcal- 
co,"*^ who was lord of the silver bridge. Most prop^ly, 
therefore, O eyes, and with great justice, naay you be 
compared to those foolish lights, ^vhicb conduct men 
through dht and darkness, fill they fall into a deep pit, 
or a noisome bog.'' 

This I have produced, as a scantling of Jack's great 
eloquence, and the force of his reasoning upon such ab- 
struse matters. 

He was, besides, a person of great design and improve- 
ment in affairs of devotion, having introduced a new 
deity, who has since met with a vast number of worship* 
pers; hy some called Babel, by othei-s. Chaos ; who had 
an ancient temple of Gothic sti-ucture upon Salisbury- 
^ plain, famous for its shrine, and celebration by pilgrims. 
> When he had some rogtdsh trick to play,j he would 
I dorm with his knees^ up rvith hiseyes^ and fall to pray- 

* SeeDon Quixote. H. 

f ^he villanie? add cruelties committed by enthusiasts and lana- 
tlcs among us, were ail perfonned uider the disguiae of religion aal^ 
long prayers. H. 
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ers, though in the midst of the kennel. Then it was 
that those who understood his pranks, woidd be sure to 
get far enough out of his way ; and whenever curiosity 
attracted strailgers to laugh, or to listen, he would, of a 
sudden, with one hand out with his gear, and piss full in 
their eyes, and with the other, all bespatter them with 
mud. 

In winter he went always Zoo5d (mdvnbuttoned^^ and 
dad as thin as possible^ to let in the ambient heat ; and 
in summer lapped Minstlf close arid thick to keep it out. 

In all revolutions of government,! he would make his 
eourt for the office of hangTimn general : and in the ex- 
ercise of that dignity,' wherein he was very dexterous, 
would make use of no other vizard than a hmg prayer.^ 

He had a tongue so muscul<>us and subtile, that he 
could twist it up into his nose, and deliver a strange kind 
of speech from thence. He wad also the first In these 
kingitoms, who began to improve the Spanish ac- 
complishment of braying, and having large ears perpetu- 
ally exposed and arrected, he carried his art to such a 
perfection, that it was a point of great difficulty to dis^ 
tinguish, either by the view or the sound, between the 
original and the copy. 

He was troubled with a disease, reverse to that call- 
edthe stinging (^ the tarantula ;§ and would run dog-mad 
at the noise of music,]| especially a pair of bag-pipes. 
But he, would cure himself again, by taking two or three 
turns in Westminster-haD, or Billingsgate, or in aboard- 

* They aflfect diflfertnces in habit and behaviour. H. 
f They are severe persecutors, and all in a form of cant and devo- 
tion. H. 

X Cromwdl and his confederates went, as th«3^ called it, to sefek the 
' Liord, when they resolved to murder the king. H. 
\ Calvin was against church music. MS. Pate. 
II This is to expose our dissenters* aversion against instrmnental inu- 
iic in churches. W., Wotton. 
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iog-school, or the Royal-Exchange, or a State coffin 
house. 

He was a person that feared no colours^* but mor^- 

tally hated all, and upon that account bore a cruel avep 

eion against painters .-j insomuch that in his paroxysnis, 

^ as he walked the streets, he would have his pockets load^ 

en with stones to pelt at the signs. 

Having, from this manner of living, frequent occasion 

to wash himself, he would often leap over head and &m 

Unto waJter^X though it were in the midst of the winter, 

but was always observed to come out again much dirtio', 

if possible, than he went in. 

He was the first that ever found out the secret pf coii* 
triving a soporiferous medicine to be conveyed in at the 
ears ; it was a compound of sidphur and halm ofGUead^ 
with a little pilgri/nCs salve.i 

He wore a large plaster of artificial causti<» on his 
stomach with the fervour of which he could set himself i^ 
groaning, like the famous board upon application of a 
red-hot iron. 

He would stand in the turning of a street, and calling 
those who passed by, would cry to one, " Worthy Sir, 
do me the honour of a good slap in the* duips.^^\ *to 
another "Honest friend, pray favour me with a hand- 
some kick on the arse ; Madam, shall I entreat a small 
box on the ear from your ladyship's fair hands ? Noble 

* He would suffer no paintings in churches. MS. Pate. 

\ They quarrel at the most innocent decency and ornament, and 
defaced the stktues and paintings in all the churches in England* H. 

t Immersion in baptism. MS. Pale, 

§ Fanatic preaching, composed either of Hell and d^tnation, or 
a fulsome description of the joys of Heaven j both in such a dirty, 
^ nauseous stile, as to be well resembled to pilgrim's salve. H, 

Ij The fanatics have always had a way of affecting to run into 
persecution, and count vast merit upon every little hardship they suf- 
fer. H. 
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captain, lend a reasonable thu !ck, for the love of God, 
with that cane of yours over these poor shoulders." AnS 
when he had, by such eai'nest solicitations, made a shift 
to procure a basting sufficient to swell up his fancy and 
his pides, he would return home extremely comforted, 
and full of terrible accounts of what he had undergone 
for the public good. " Observe this stroke," said he, 
showing hisJbare shoulders : a plaguy Janizary gave it 
Die this very morning at seven o'clock^ as, with much 
'ado, I was driving off the great Turk. Neighbours, 
mind, this broken head deserves a plaster ; had poor Jack 
been tender of his noddle, you would have seen ^he 
Pope and the French king, long before this titne of day, 
among your wives and your warehouses. Deai* Chris- 
tians, the great Mogul was come as far as Whitechapel, 
and you may thank these poor sidies, that he hath not 
(God bless us) already swallowed up man, woman, and 
, child." 

It was highly worth observing the singular effects of 
l^at aversion,^ or antipathy, which Jack and his brother 
Peter seemed^ even to an affectation, to bear against each 
other. Peter had lately doUe some rogueries, that forced 
him to abscqpdf and he seldom ventured to stir out be- 
fore night, for fear of bailiffs. Their lodgings were at the 
two most diiftant parts of the towt^ from each otlxnr; afed 
whenever their occasions or humours called them abroad, 
they would make choice of the oddest unlikely times, 
and most uncouth rounds they could invent, that they 

* The papists and fiinatics, though they appear the most averse 
against ^|ph other, yet bear a near resemblance in many things, as 
hath beeHftbserved by learned men. Original. 

The agreement of our dissenters and the papists, in that which bi- 
shop Stilling^et' called the fanaticism of the church of Rome, is 
ludicrously described, for several pages together, by Jack*s likeness to 
Peter, and their being often mistaken for each other, and their fre~ 
quent meeting when theyjeast intended it. W. WoTToy. 
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might be siure to avc^olie another : yet, after aB t)^^ 
was their perpetual fortune to meet. The reason ol 
which is easy enough to apprehend; for, the frenzy 
and the spleen of both having the same foundation, we 
may look upon them as two pair of compasses equally ex- 
tended, and the fixed foot of each remaining in the same 
centre ; which, thoii^h moving contrary ways at jiOarst, 
will be sure to encounter some where or other in the cir- 
cumference. Besides, it was among the great Boosfoitanes 
of Jack, to bear a huge personal resemblance i^thfais 
brother Peter. Their humour and dispositions were 
not only the same, but there was a close analog^ in their 
^hape, their size, and theii* mien. Insomuch, as nothii^ 
was more frequent Uian for abailifT to &^m Jack by the 
shoulders, and cry, " Mr. Peter, you are the king's pri- 
soner." Or, at other times, for one of Peter's nearest 
friends to accost Jack with open arms, ^ Dear Peter, I am 
glad to see thee ; pray send me one of your best Boedi- 
dnes for the worms." This, we may sup|N>se, was a 
mortifying return of those pains and proceedings Jack 
bad laboured in so long; and finding bQW Erectly op- 
posite all his endeavours had answered to the sole end 
and intention which be had proposed to hiifiself ; how 
could it avoid having terrible effects upon a head and 
heart safiurnished as his ? However, the poor remaioders 
of his coat bore all the punishment ; the orient sun never 
ent^ed upon his diurnal progi*ess, widKMit missing a 
piece of it. He hired a tailor to stitch up the collar so 
close, that it was ready to choke him, and squeezed out 
hi| eyes at such a rate, as one could see nothing but Ae 
white. What little was left of the main substance of 
the coat, he rubbed every day for two hours against a 
rough-cast wall, in order to grind away tlie remnants of 
lace and embroidery ; but at the same time went on with 
60 much violence, that he proceeded* a heathen philoso- 
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pher. Yet, afler all he conM (^0 of this kind, the sue- 
C€ss continued still to diappoint his expectation. For, 
as it is the nature of ra^ to bear a kind of mock resem- 
Uance to finery ; there being a sort of fluttering appear- 
ance in both, which is not to be distinguished at a dish 
tanee, in the dark, or by short-s^hted eyes : so, in those 
^Uiictures, it fared with Jack and his tatters, that they 
offef ed to the first view a ridiculous flaunting ; which, 
lesi^ifig the reseiiiblanee in person and air, thwarted all 
his projects of separation, and left so near a similitude 
between them, as frequently deceived the very disciples 
and followers of both. ^ * * * # 
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The old Sclavonian proverb said well, "that it is with 
men, as withass^s; whoever would k^ep them fast, musl 
find a very good hold at their ears." Yet, I think we 
may affirm, that it has been verified by repeated expe- 
rience, that, 

Effugiel tamen k^c sceleratus vincula Proteus. 

It is good theriefore to read the maxims of our ances- 
tors, with great allowances to time and persons : for, if 
}ve look into primitive records, we shs^ find, that no re- 
volutions have been so great, or so fi'equent, as those of 
human ears. In former days there was a curious |nven-- 
tion to catch and keep them ; which, I think, we may 
justly reckon among the artes perditce: and how can.it 
be otherwise, when in the latter centuries, the very sp€5r 
cies is not only diminished to a veiy lamentable degree, 
but the poor remainder is also degenerated so f^, as tp 
mock our ski]fullest tenure ? For, if the only slitting 
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of one ear in a stag, hallKeeo found sufficient to prc^- 
gate the defect through a whole (Drest; Why i^mld 
we vonder at the greatest consequences, from so^inm^j "^ 
loppugs and mutilations, to which the ears of^mr fatheilt' 
^ and our own, haye been oi latefo much exposed : it ii^ 
true, indeed, Uiat while this island of ours was undeivthe 
dominion of grace, many- endeavours were made to im- . 
prove the growth of ears, once more among us. The 
proportion of largeness was not only lool^ed upon as wtk 
ornament of the outward man, but as a type of grace in 
the inward* Besides, it is held by naturalists^, that ff 
there be a protuberancy of parts in the supe dptt ^on 
of the body, as in the ^ars and nose, there must ro k 
ity also in the inferior; and therefore^ Jb that 
pious age, the males in every assembly, according as 
they were gifted, appeared very forward in exposing their 
ears to view, and the regions about them ; because Hippo- 
crates tells us,* " that when the vein behind the ear hap- 
^etiA to be cut, a man becomes an eunuch ; and the fe- 
males were nothing backwarder, in beholding and^iiy- 
ing by them : whereof those who had already used the 
means, looked about them with great concern, in v hoped^^ 
of conceiving a suitable offspring by such a prospect: 
others, who stood candidates for benevolence, found there 
a plentiful choice, and were sure to fix upon such as dis- 
covered the largest ears, that the breed might not 
dwindle between them. Lastly, the devouter sister^ 
who looked upon all extraordinary dilatations of that 
member, as protrusionsof zeal, or spiritual exci-escences^ 
" were lure to honour every head they sat upon, as if they 
had been piavks of grace; but especially, that of the 
preacher, whose ears we^re usually of the prime magni- 
tude ; .which upon that account, he livery frequent 
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l^d ^xaet in exposing with oii^^vantages to the people; 
i^^ rhetorical parocsjsros turning sometimes to hold 
forth the one, and sometimes to hold forth the other ; 
Urcftn- which' custom, the whole operation of preaching is 
' tQ^this xery day, amoig theu: professoi-s, styled by the 
plvase of holding forth. 

Such W9s the progress of the saints for advancing the 
size of that member; and it is thought, the success 
would have been every way answerable, if in process of 
time, a cruel king had not arisen,* who raised a bloody 
^^rsec^tion against all ears above a certain standard; 
upo^^ilich, some were glad t^ hide tiieir flourishing 
jj^uts in a black border, oOiers crept wholly under a 
pmiwig; ^iime were slit, others cropped, and a great 
number sliced off to the stumps. But of this more 
hereafter in my general history of ears : which I design 
very speedily to bestow upon ^the public. 

From this brief survey of the falling state of eaii^ in 
the last age^ and t;he small care had to advance their an- 
cient growth in the present, it is manifest, how little rea- 
son we<^u have to rely up^n a hold so short, so weak, 
and so slippery ; and that Vhoever desires to catch man- 
kind fast, must have recoui-se to some other methods. 
Now, he that will examine human nature with circum- 
spection enou^, may discover several handles whereof 
the sixt senses afford one apiece, beside a great number 
that are sci-ewed to the passions, and some few riveted to 
the intellect. Among these la3t, curiosity is one, and, of 
tdl others, affords the finest grai^ :. curiosity, that spur 
in the side, that bridle in the mouth, that ring in the 
nose, of a lazy and impatient, and a grunting read^. 

* This was Kin|^harle8 the second, who at his restoration turn^ 
ed out ati; the diluting teachers that would not eonform. H, 
f Including Scaliger's. Origiml. # 
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By thk handle it is, that an author should seize upon Us 
readers; which as soon as he has once compassed, ^all 
reostance and struggling are in vain; and A^ become 
his prisoners as close as he pleases, till weariness or 
dulness force him to let go his gripe. 

And therefore I, the author of this miraculous trea- 
tise, having hitherto, beyond expectation, maiutahied 
by the aforesaid handle a firm hcM upon my gentle rea- 
ders; it is with great reluctance, that I am at lei^th 
compelled to remit my grasp; leaving them in the perii- 
^al of what remains, to that natural oscHancy inherent sf 
the tribe. I c|m only Assure thee, courteous i^l^k, for 
both our comforts, that my concern is altogeth(# equal 
to thine, for my unhappiness in losing, ih* mislaying 
among my papers, the remaining part of these men»>irs ; 
which consisted of accidents, turns, and adventures, both 
new, agreeable, and surprising ; and therefore calculated 
in all due points, to the delicate taste of this pur noble 
age. But, alas ! with my utmost endeavours, I have 
been able only to relain a few of the heads. Under 
which, there was a full account, how Peter got a protec- 
tion out of the King's-bench ; and of a reconcilement* 
between Jack and Imn, upon a design^ they had, in a cer- 
tain rainy night, to trepan brother Maitin into a spung- 
ing-house, and there strip him to the skin. How Mar- 
tin, with much ado, showed them both a fair pair of heels. 
How a new warrant came out against Peter; upon 

* In the reigD d King James the Second, the Presbyterians, hy 
the king's invitation, joined with the Papists, against the Church of 
England, and addressed him for repeal of the penal laws and te^t. 
*rhe King, by his diAjiensing power, gave liberty of conscience, which ' 
both Papists and Presbyterians made use of; but, upon the Revolu- 
tion, the Papists being down of course, the Presbyterians freely con- 
tinued their assemblies, by virtue of King Jameses indulgence, before 
t^ey had^ toleration by law. This I b^eve the author means by>f 
Jack'9 string Peter's protectioD, .ai;d;in^!ng use o f it himself H. 
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ifrhidi, how Jack left him in the lurch, stole his protec- 
tion, and made use of it himself. How Jack's tatters- 
came into fashion in court and city ; how he got upon a 
great horse^* and eat custareLi But the particulai-s of 
all these with several others, which have now slid out of ' 
my memory, are lost beyond all hopes^ of recovery. For 
which misfcalune, leaving my readera to condote with 
each i>dier, as far as they shall find it ta agree with their 
several constitutions; but conjuring them by all the 
friendship that has passed between us, from the title 
page to this, not to proceed so^ far as to injure their 
. heajthsybr an accident past remedy ^ I now go oti to 
the cb'emonial part of an.accomplished writer, and there- 
fore, by a courtly modern, least of all others to be omit- 
ted, - 

* Sir Humphrey Edwyn, a Dissenter, when lord mayor of Ilondon 
^in J697, had the folly to go in his fonnalities to a conventicle, with 
the ensigns of his office; which produced "A Dialogue between 
Jack and Will, eoncerninethe lord mayor's carrying the sword to a 
conventicle, 1697," 4t0t — This transaction, probably, occasioned 
the provisions in Stat. 5 Geo. 1. c. 4. which declares that any may- 
or, bailiff, or other magistrate, being present at any place of public 
worship, other than the Church of England, in the peculiar habit of 
his office, or attended with the ensigns thereof, shall, on conviction, 
be adjudged incapable to bear any public office or employment 
whatsoever. N. 
f Custard U a &mous di^ at a lord mayors fea«^ H, 
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Going too loDg, is a cause of aboHion, as effectual, 
thou^uot so frequent, as going too shoit; and holds 
true especially in Uie labour* of - the brain. Well fere 
the heart of that uoble Jesuit,* who first adrentured to 
confess in print,^ Uiat books must be suited to their seve- 
ral seasons, like dress, and diet, and diversions; and 
better fare our- noble nation, for refining upon this among 
other French modes. I abi living fast to see the-timey 
irhen a book tl^t misses its tide, shalF be neglected, as 
the moon by day, or like maokarel a week after the sea- 
son. No man has more nicely observed our climate, 
foan the bookseller who bought the cc^y of this work ; 
he knows to a tittle, what subjects will best go off in a 
dry year, and which it is proper to expose foremost, 
when the weather-glass is fallen to much rain. Wheii he 
had seen this treatise, and consulted his almanac upon 
it, he gave me to understand, that he had manifestly 
(^onsidered the two principal things, which were, the 
bulk, and the «ibject; arid found, it would nev^ take 
but after a long vacation, and then only, in case it should ■ 
happen to be a hai'd year for turnips. Upon whicfe 
desired to know, considering my urgent necessities, wh; 
he tliought might be acceptable this month. He looked 
westward, and said, " I doubt we shall have a fit of bad 
weather ; however, if you could prepare some pretty lit- 
tle banter (but not in verse) or a small treatise upon the 

, it would run like wild-fire. But, if it hold up, I 

have already hired an author to write something against 
Dr. Bentley, which, I am sure, will turn to account-f" 

* Pere d'Orleans. Original. 

X When Dr. Prideaux brouglit the copy of his Conncfxion of the 
OJd and New Testament to the bookseller, he Ibid him, ** it was & 
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At length we agreed upon this expedient ; that when 
a customer comes for one qf these, and desires in confi 

s 

dence to know the author; he will tell him very private-. 
ly, as a friend, naming whichever of the wits shall hap- 
pen to be that week in vogue; and, If Durfey's last play 
should be in course, I would as lieve he may be. the per-, 
son as Congreve^ This I mention^ because I am won- 
derfully well acquainted with the present relish of oui- 
courteous readers : and have often observed, with sin- 
gjilar pleasure, that a fly driven from a honey-pot, will 
immediately with very good appetite alight, and. finish 
his meal on an excrement. ; 

I have one wpi'd to say upon the subject of profound 
wrHers, who are grown very numerous of late; and I 
know very well, the judicious world is resolved to list 
me in that number. I conceive therefore, as to the bu- 
siness of being profound, that it is with writers, as with 
wells ; a person with good eyes may see to the bottom of 
the deepest, provided any water be there; and often 
when there is nothing in the world at the bottom, beside 
dryness and dirt, though it be but a yard and half under 
ground, it shall pass however for wondi^us deep, upon 
no wiser a reason, than because it is wondrous dark. 

1 am now trying an experiment \ery frequent among 
modern authors ; which is to write upon nothiiig : when 
the subject is utterly exhausted, to let the pen still move 
on; by some called, the ghost of wit, delighting to walk 
after the death of its body. And to say the truth,~there 
seems to be tio part of knowledge in fewer hands, thag 
that of discerning when to have done. By the time that 
an author has written out a book, he and his readers are 
become old acquaintance, and grow very loth to part ; so 



^ry object, and the printing could not safely be ventured unless he 
could enliven it with a little humour." Hr 
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that I have sometimes known it to be in writing, as in vi- 
£ating, where the ceremony of taking leaye has employ- 
ed more time than the whole conversati^^w^re. The 
conclusion of a treatise resembles the boitapsion of hu- 
man life, which has sometimes been compared to the end 
of a feast ; where few are satisfied to depart, ut plenus 
vit« conviva : for men will sit down after the fullest 
meal, though it be only ta doze, or to sleep out die rest 
of the day. But, in this latter, I differ extremely from 
other wi-iters; and shall be too proud, if, by all my la- 
bours, Lean have any ways* contributed to the repose 
of mankind, in times so turbulent and unquiet as tbese.f 
Neither do I think such an employment so very alien 
firom the office of a wit as some would suppose. For," 
among a very polite nation in Greece, J there were the 
same temples built and consecrated to Sleep and the 
Muses ; between whiqh two $ deities they believed the 
strictest friendship was establlslied. 

I have one concluding favour to request of my reader : 
that be will not expect to be equally diverted and in* 
formed, by every line, or every page of this discourse ; 
but give some allowance to the author's spleen, and short 
fits or intervals of dulness, as well as his own; and lay 
it seriously to his conscience, whether, if he were walk- 

* This is a corruption, introduced into writing from vulgar speech. 
It should be * any wise,Vnot * any ways:' TvisCf advelrbially used^ 
signifying trutde, or manner: as likenrise, in like manner; no wwe, in 
no manner: often also written, n(?-«%*. S. 

f This was writen before the peace of Riswick, which was signed, 
in September, 1697. H- 

X Trazenii, Pausan. 1. 2. 

5 The word tivo is improperly used here: Sleep is considered as 
one deity, and the Muses in a body, cannot, with any propriety, be 
called another. The word tn^o should therefore be omitted, and the 
sentence run thus : ♦ between.which deities,' &c. S . 
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log the streets in dirty weather, or a rainy day, he 
would allow itk^ dealing, in folks at their ease from a 
window to crijloise his gait, and ridicule his dress at 
-«ich a juncture. 

In my disposui'e of employments of the brain, I have 
thought fit to make invention the piaster, and to give 
method, and reason, the office of its lackeys. The cause 
of this distribution was, from observing it my peculiar 
case, to be often under a temptation of being witty upon 
occasions, where I could be neither wise, nor sound, nor 
any thing to the matter in hand. And I am too much a 
servant of the mpdern way, to neglect any such oppor- 
tunities, whatever pains or improprieties I may be at, to 
introduce, them. For I have observed, that from a la- 
borious colledlion of seven hundred thirty-eight flowers, 
and shining hints of the best modem authors, digested 
with great reading into my book of common-places, I 
have not been able, after five yeairs, to draw, hook, or 
force into common conversation, any more than a dozen. 
Of which dozen, the one moiety failed of success, by 
being dropped among unsuitable company ; and the 
other cost me so many strains, and traps, and ambages to 
introduce, that I at length resolved to give it over. 
Now, this disappointment (to discover a seci-et) I must 
own, gave me the first hint of setting up for an authorij^ 
and I have since found among some particular friends^ 
that it is become a very general complaint, and has pro- 
duced the same eflfects upon many others. For, I have 
remarked many a towardly word to be wholly neglect- 
ed or despised in discourse, which has passed very 
smoothly, with some consideration and esteem, after ita 
preferment and sanction in print. But now, since by the 
liberty and encouragement of the pi'ess, I am gi'dwn ab- 
golute master of the occasions and opportunities to ex-^, 
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pose the talents I have acquired ; I alread}^ die 
that the issues of my observanda begin to grow toe 
for the receipts. Therefore, I shall here pause a 
till I find, by feeling the world's pulse and my owi 
it will be of absolute necessiiy for us both to reson 
peok 
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THE HISTORY OF MARTIN. 

Giving ail Account of his Departure from Jack, and thdfjf^ 
setting up for themselves, on which Account they were 
obliged to travel and meet many Disasters, finding no 
Shelter near Peter's Habitation : Martin succeeds in 
the North ; Peter thunders against Martin for the Loss 
of the large Revenue he used to recieve froin thenc6. 
Harry Huff sent Martin a Challenge to fight, which 
he received ; Peter rewards Harry for the pretended 
Victory, which encouraged Harry to huff Peter also. 
With many other extraordinsay Adventures of the 
said Martin in several Placies with many considerable 
Persons. 

With a Digression concerning the Nature, Usefulness 
and Necessity of Wars and ftuaixels.* 



HOW Jack and Martin, being, parted, set up each 
for himself. How they travelled. over hiDs and dales, 
met many disasters, suffered much from the good cause, 
and struggled with difficulties and wants, not having 
where to lay their head; by all vjiich they aftei:ward 
proved themselves to be right father's sons, and Peter to 
be spurious. Finding no shelter near Peter's habitation, 
Martin travelled northwards, and finding the Thuringi- 

* Inserted in the earl7 editions of the " Tale of a Tub," under the 
title of * What follows after Sect. IX. in the manuscript j^ tut wag 
omitted in subsequent editions, by the Dean^s direction, in order to 
remove the censure of those who put a construction on it foreign to 
bis design. As in tl)ese cooler times ,the whole allegory has been 
justly esteemed, the reader will doubtless be pleasM at seeing tht& 
part of it preserved from oblivioik Nr 
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tDB and neighbouring people disposed to change, h^ set 
up his stage first among them ; where, making it his busi- 
ness to cry down Peter's powders, plasters, salves, and 
drugs, which he had sold a long time at a dear rate, al- 
lowing Martin none of the profit, though he had been 
often employed in recommending and putting them off; 
the good people, willing to save theu* pence, began to 
hearken to Martin's speeches. How several great lords 
took the hurt and on the same account declared for Mar- 
tin ; particularly «ne, who, not having enough of one 
wife, wanted to marry a second ; and knowing Peter 
used not to grant such licences but at a swinging prfi^ 
he struck up a baigain with Martin, whom he found 
more tractable, and "who assured him he had the sione 
power to allow such things. How mosi of the other 
northern lords, for their own private ends^ withdrew 
themselves and their dependants from Peter^s authority*, 
and closed in with Martin. How Peter, enraged at the 
loss of such large territories, and consequently of so much 
revenue, Uiundered against Martin, and sent out the 
strongest and most terrible of his bulls to devour him ; 
but this having no eflfect, and Martin defending himself 
bolAy and dexterously, Peter at last put forth proclama* 
tions, declaring Martin, and all his adherents, rebels and 
traitors, ordahdng and requiring all his loving subjects 
to take up arms, and to kill, burn, and destroy all and 
every one of them, promising large rewards, «fec. up- 
on which ensued bloody wars and desolation. 

How Harry Huff, lord of Albion, one of the greatest 
bullies of those days, sent a cartel to Martin, to fight hira 
on a stage, at cudgels, quarter-staff, back-sword, Sic 
Hence the origin of that genteel custom of prize-fighting, 
so well known and practised tb this day among those po- 
lite islanders, though unknown every where else. How 
Martin, being aboldbluslevVD^tcWoNT^ ^cc^i^ledthe chal<^ 



THE HISTORY OF MARTIN. 189 

lenge ; how they met and fought, to the great div^rsiou 
of the ^ctators : and after giving one another brokea 
heads, and many bloody wounds and bruises, how they 
both drew oflf victorious ; in which their example has 
been frequently imitated by great clerks and others, 
since that time. How Martin's fiiends applauded his 
victory; and how lord Harry's friends complimented 
him on the same score ; and particularly lord Peter* who 
sent him a fine feather for his cap, to be worn by him 
and his successors, as a, perpetual mai'k for his bold de- 
fence of lord Peter's cause. How Harry, flushed with 
his jwretended victory over Martin, began to huff Peter 
also, and at last downright quaiTcUed with him about a 
wench. How some of lord Harry's tenant^ ever fond 
of changes, began to talk kindly of Mai-tin, for which he 
mauled them soundly ; as he did also those that adhered 
to Peter. ^ How he turned some out of house and hold, 
others he hanged or burnt, &c. 

How Harry Huff, after a deal of blustering, wench- 
ij^ and bullying, died, and was succeeded by a good-na- 
tured boy, who, giving way to the general bent of his te- 
nants, allowejl-^Bifaffe'* notions to spread every where^ 
and takcdeep root in AJbion^ How, after his death, 
the farm fell into the hands of a lady, who. was violently 
in love with Lord Peter. How she purged the whole 
country with fire and sword, resolved not to leave the 
Dame or remembrance of Martin. How Peter triumphed, 
and set up shops again, for sellii^ his own powders, 
plasters, and salves, which were now called the only true 
ones, Martin's being all declared counterfeit. How great 
numbei-s of Martin's fi-iends left the country, and, travel- 
ling up and down in foreign partsj grew acquainted with 
many of Jack's followers, and took a liking to many of 
their notions and ways, which they afterwards brought 
t^ack: ipto Albion^ now under another landlady, more mo- 
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derate and more cunning than the former. How she en- 
deavoured to keep friendship both with Peter and Mar- 
tin, and trimmed for some time between the two, not 
without countenancing and assisting at the same time ipa- 
ny of Jack's follower?; but, finding no possibility of re- 
conciling all the three brothers, because each would be 
master, and allow no other salves, powders, or plaster? 
to be used but his own, she discarded all three, and set up 
a shop for those of her own farm^ jwfeil toiished wi& 
powders, plasters, salves, and all other drugs, necessaoy, 
all right and, true, composed according to receipts made 
by phys^icians and apothecaries of her own creating, 
which they extracted out of Peter's, and Martin's, and 
Jack's receipt-books^ and of this medley or hodgepodge 
made up a dispensatory of their own ; strictly forbi($- 
ding any other to be used, awl particularly Peter's, 
from which the greatest part of tMs new dispensatory 
was stolen. How the lady, farther to confirm this change, 
wisely imitating her father, degraded Peter from the rank 
he pretended as eldest brother: and set up herself in his' 
place, as head of the family, and ever after wore her fa- 
ther's old cap, with the fine feather i)e had got from Pe^ 
ter for standing his friend : which has likewise been Mfomy 
with no small ostentation, to this day, by all her succes- 
sors, though declared enemies to Peter. How lady Bess 
and her physicians, being told of many defects and im- 
perfections in their new medley dispensatory, resolve on 
a farther alteration, and to purge it from a great deal df 
Peter's trash, that still remained in it; but were prevent- 
ed by her death. How she was succeeded by a North- 
country farmer, who pretended great skill in the ma* 
naging of farms, though he could never govern his own 
poor little farm, nor yet this large new one after he got it. 
How this new landlord, to show his valour and dexterity, 
fought against enchanters, weeds, gismts, and wind-mills, 
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^d claimed great honour for his victories, though he oft- 
times b-«h-t himself vhen there was no danger. How 
liis successor, no wiser than he, occasioned great disor- 
ders by the new methods he took to manage his farms. 
How he attempted to establish in his northern farm, the 
same dispensatory used in the southern, but miscarried, 
because Jack's powders, piUs, salves, and plasters, were 
there in great vogue. 

How the Author finds himself embarrassed for having 
introduced into his Histoiy a new sect, different from 
the three he had undertaken to treat of; and how his in- 
violable respect to the sacred number three, obliges him 
to reduce these four, as he intends to do all other 
things, to that number ;^ and for that end <o drop the 
foiteer Martin, and to substitute in his place lady Bess's 
institution, which is to pass uader the name of Martin 
in the sequel of this true History. This weighty point 
being cleared, the author goes on, and describes mi^ty 
quarrels and squabbles between Jack and Martin ; how 
sometimes the one had i\ie better, and sometimes the 
other, to the great desolatiea of both farms, till at last 
both sides concur to hang up the Isgfdlord, who pretend- 
ed to die a martyr for Martin, though he had been true 
to neither side, and was suspected by many to have a 
great affection for Peter. 



* ' A panegyrical Essay upoa the number Threk^ is among the 
treatises advertised at the beginDing of The Tale of a Tub. N. 
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A DIGRESSION ON THE NATURE, tTSEFULNESS, AND NE- 
CESSITY OF WARS AND QUARRELS. 



' This being a matter of great consequence, the author 
intends to treat it methodically, and at large, in a trea- 
tise apart, and here to give only some hints of what his 
large treatise contains. The state of war, natural to all 
creatures. War is an attempt to tale by violence from 
others, a part of what they have, and we want. Eveiy 
man, fully sensible of his own merit, and finding it not 
duly regarded by others, has a natural right to take 60m 
them all that he thinks due to himself; and every area 
ture, iindiug its own wants more than those of others, 
has the same right to take every thing its nature requires. 
Brutes, much more modest in their pretensions this way, 
than men ; and mean men more than great ones. The 
higher one raises his pretensions this way, the mcnfe 
bustle he makes about them; and the more success he 
has, the greater hero. Thus gi'eater souls, in proportion 
to their superior merit, claim a greater right to take every 
thing from meaner folks. This the true foundation of 
grandeiu' and heroism, and of the distinction of degrees 
among men. War therefore necessary to establish sub- 
ordination, and to found cities, kingdoms, Sic. as also to 
purge bodies politic of gross humours. Wise princes 
find it necessary to have wars abi'oad, to keep peace at 
home. War, famine, and pestilence, the usual cures for 
corruptions in bodies politic. A comparison of these 
three. The Author is to write a paneg^'ric on each of 
them. The greatest part of mankind love war more 
than peace. They are but few and mean spirited that 
live in peace ^rith all men. The modest and meek at 
all kinds, always a prey to those of more noble or 
stronger appetites. The inclination to war universal : 
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^h<»e tbat cannot, or dare not make war in petson, em* 
fioj others to do it for them. This maintains bulliesr, 
bravoes, cut-throatS) lawyers, tsoldiers^ Szc. Most prefer 
siqns would be useless if all were peaceable. Hence , 
brutes want neither smiths nor lawyers, magistrates nor ^ 
^^iners, soldiers nor surgeons. Brutes, having but nar- 
,^roir appetites, are incapable of carrying on, orperpetuat- 
iDg war against their own species, or of being led out in" 
^oqps and multitudes to destroy one another. These 
*'- ^^ajiires poper to man alone. The exceSency of 







an nature demonstrated, by the vast train (A appe- 

^ftssimis, wants, Szc. that attend it. This matter to 

^lfi^ fully treated in the Author's Ptnegj^ on Mftii- 
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HISTORY OF MARTM;^v . i* 

fiow ^ack, having got rid of the old lan^c^i 
anoth^ to his miud, quarrelled with Martin, a^d^^ 
him out of doors. How he pillaged all his sb9p%v 
abolished the whole dispensatory. How tbe^ De^|^||m^' 
lord laid about him, mauled Peter, worried |ifa^fi|^^^^; 
made the whole neighbourhood tremble. ^^.f^^'w| 
friends fell out among themselves, split into, a tjl^^ififil^ 
parties, turned all things tops7tiu*v7, till .eTer|r \^d^. g^^ 
weary of them ; and at last, the blustering lad;)dlf)4:4,1^^^ ^ 
Jack was kicked out of doors, a new landlord tM^ ng^ li f h 
and Martin re-estsd)li8hed. How this n^w laivil<>rtyyt 
Martin do what he pleased, and Martin agreed U^ ^v^l|^ 
thing his pious landlord desired, {n'ovidad Jack ipi^Jb 
kept low. Of several efforts Jack made to ^aipe vugt~ 
head, but all in vain tiU at last the landlwd diiQd,<^^|li3 
was succeeded by one who was a great frien^ tq.P^ill 
who, to humble Martin, gave Jack some liberty. 
Martin grew enragevj at this, called in a foreigner, 
turned out the landlord ; in which Jack concurred widi 
Martin, because this landlord was entirely devoted to 
Peter, into whose arms he threw himself, and left his 
country. How the new landloi*d secured Martin in the 
full possession of his former rights, but would not allow 
him to destroy Jack, who bad always been his fneod. 
How Jack got up his head in the north, and put himself 
in possession of a whole canton, to the great discontent 
of Martin, who, finding also that some of Jack's friends 
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were allowed to live and get their bread in the south 
parts of the country, grew highly discontent with the 
new landlord he had called in to his assistance. How 
this landlord kept Martin in order, upon Ipirhich he fell 
into a ragiBg fever, and swcnre he wxnild Jia^grhimself, or 
join in with Peter, unless Jack's children were all turned 
out to starve. Of several attempts made to cure Martin, 
and make peace between him and Jack, that they might 
ABite against Peter; but all mafte iheffekual ^"the 
great address of a nmnbei^ of Peter's Mc^nds, that iieVded 
itong Martin'^, and appeared the most zc^aloiis for his 
Merest. How Martm, getfiiig abroad in his mad filt; 
looked so like Peter in his air and dr^ and talked so 
iiKe him^ that many of the neighbours could not distin- 
goish the one from the other; especially when Martin 
went up and down strutting in Peter's armour, which he 
imd bonowed to fight Jack. YHiat remedies were used 
tb cure Martin's distemper, * * * * * 

Here the Author being seized with a fit of dulness (to 
"^hich he is very subject) after having rjad a poetical 
epistle addressed to ***, it entirely composed his senses 
fio thslt he hsffi not writ aline since. 

N. B. Some things that follow after this arie not in the 
MS. but seem to have been wiitten since, to fill up the 
place of what was not thought convenient then to prints 
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Thjb Author, having kboure4 cfP |opgv^^.4PB^<^ 
much to serv« and instruf^t ^be pul^<^ |¥J^lJ|H>|it(t^ j^ 
rantage to hinoself, has at last thpiight ol A pi^j^iw^ 
win tend to the great benefit of 4UI mMpt^rf^l^^^^ 
a handsome revenue to the author. He ui|end9.t^j^^ 
by subscripticm, in ninety-six large vohuoes in j4fliif^f^ 
exact descr^tion of Terra Justralis iMccg^i^^ 
with great care and pains fi-om nine hundred and^njp^^^ 
nine learned and pious authors, of undoubted ^-aci^.. 
The whole work, illustrated with maps aad <^t|^^t|jmr 
«j>le to the subject, and done by the be^ m^a^^j^^ 
cost but one guinea each volume to subsoil^B^ m 
guinea to be paid in advance, and afterwards ^guw;fii^ 
receiving each volume, except the last This W(ar|L. wQ 

be of great use for aU men, and necessaiy for46^^ 
hecause it contains exact accounts of all the f/to^WfS^ 

colonies, and mansions, of that spacious country, ,wh^^ 

tj a general doom, all transgressors of the law are; totfi 

transported : and every one having this work maj^h^M^ 

out the fittest and best place for himself, there 




enough for all, so as every one shall be fully satisfied 

The author supposes diat one copy of tids woirk wm 
be bought at the public charge, or out of the parishHratel 
for evert parish-church in the three kingdoms, and in ^ 
yie 'dominions thereunto belonging. And that evfrr ' 
family that can command ten pounds per annum, even 
Plough retrenched troiti leas necessaiy exfiienses, will sub- I 
ficribe for one. He doea nol ildVc^ ^i ^^It ^^t above | 
aiae wolumea yearly : axvi) cAmtoni^ ^^ \sAsiSi[)^ ^v^ 
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quisite, he intends to print at least one hundred thousand 
for the first edition. He is to print proposals against 
next term, with a spechnen, and a cilrious map of the 
capital city, irith its twelve gates, from a known author,, 
who tooll atre^Cflict m^ij of it in a ^rearn. Considering 
the great care and pains of the author, and the usefulness 
of th#%bri:, he hopes every one will be ready, for their 
owb gbbd'iaik well as his, to contribute cheerfully to it, and 
not ^m<^e him the profit he may have by it, especially 
if lif cbmefil to a third or fourth edition, as, he expects |i 
ftWV^rysoon. 

He doubts not but it will be trandated into foreign lai^- 
^%es, by most nations of Europe, as well as of Asia and 
Afiric^ being of as great use to all those nations as to his 
odA; t6r itns reason he designs to procure patents and 
piSvteegeis'fbr securing the whole benefit to himself, from 
air th(^^di9erent princes and states; and hopes to see 
m&iy initlions of this great work printed, in those difierent 
c^^tnes and languages, before his death. 
' !^fter this business is pretty well established, he has, 
i^mised to put a friend on another project almost^, 
'gtfea as this; by establishing insurance offices ey<5iy 
wS^ife,' for securing people from shipwreck, and several ,, 
odier accidents in their voyage to this country; and 
tlie^ offices sfiall furnish, at a certain rate, pilots weJOi 
3n^Bed in the route, and that know all the rocks, ^eives^ . 
qaick^ds, ^c. that such pilgrims and travellers may be 
expbsei^ to. Of these he knows a great number ready 
hfimicted in most countries: but the wholfi scheme of 

tile '■'1 L-'i". '' ^' . J-- ' •" '% . ■ .* - 

tms matter he is to draw up at laig^, andcommunics^te tc^ 

fiSB Inena. ......„., -. . ^ ^h v^■ .r . 
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FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT 



or THE 



BATTLE 

FOUGHT LAST FRIDAY, 



BKTWEEN THE 



ANCIENT AND THE MODERN BOOKS 

« 

IN ST. JAMES'S LIBRARY * 
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•Dr. Swift's plan of the ** Battle of the Books in the King^s Libra- 
ry/* was taken from a very ingenious Freifch tract in 12ino, intita- 
ledt ^* Hiistoire Poetique de la Guerre nouvellement declardc entre lev 
Anciens et les Modenis.*' See GvnJt. Mag. vol. XL. p. Id9. N. 



*?- 



: \.<^.^r :■■''' .'V_ : IJJi 



■ ■ f ' ■ 

■ i 



•> ; 



;■ ' . '-;; 


^.i\i 


•, '■■''.■ 


- 1 ■ f 


. . . ' ' I *; ■ 


>CU^ 0»f/ 


/ *» Ti .' 


'^t;?3 ^i^* 



i >*-■ 



Though I revereoce those men of ftAcieht tiBiet^ihat,eith^]H;te 
^ritUA truth pefsj^ooudy, or id » fn any htstkr Vay to' khilf il o«t 
oamltet; jnrt t^ tlw astiqei^ telf f^l^aodibg dlie >-^4l#^^ 
will rerereBQie flie age, the pr^ieiit it the oldest, ,t^ If th» f l>Hj||^tt^#^ 
the writer, I am not sure, that generally they to whpp such k^^jff 
iighren, ware more ancient when tiiey wf&te ^ir'iam^i^u ni 
iPllftiog. Bat, if it be well ponatdered, the praise tif aUdttlt i^lS^ 
proceecU not from the reverenpe lor the 4ea4rhfft Jrqq^ jliet Ij^fiiiiltfi 
•tion and mutual envy of the living.*^ Hobbis. MS^JPaU^ , 

**I have very lately been authentically informed, t^at SwmnK3 
to be mortified at Sir William Temple's frequent efetMirie auVVol- 
tempt of burlesque writings; and was muc^ t^ll^.^liiMii^ 
gtaf^ of Sir TVufiaB»*s £ssay upon Ancient an^ Modertt-Leaniitej 
where he says, * I wish the vein of ridiculing all t^aVis senooM iSd 
good, all;horibiir asd virtae, ab weftasrleamin^ittfilli^, jij^f^HSHk 
no worse ejPfect on any state ; it is the itch of our age ap^tliiniile^ 
and has overrun both the court and the stage, enters a housft of kwdH 
and comment at boldly a»a coObe-faocne ; debates of con^a^ ^w€Dl 
as<iifi8rf^,c|EMiv<ersati(Mi^; aad I have known, ianijr^lifli^nidiri^'t^^ 
-9n& or two miaistert of state, that woijld rather harn aai^^fir'f ilky^ 
thing, than have done a wise one ; and made the copipaay lan^ 
rather than the kingdom rejoice." Db. Wauton/ ■ -"f^-ip "iii^ 
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THE BOOKSELLER TO THE READER. 

Thb following discourse, as it is unqaestionably of 

the suae aathor, so it seems to hare been written about 

the same time with the former; I mean, the year 1697, 

when the femoiis dii^ute was on focft about Ancient and 

y|(l^4^ 1^*1^ XBecoixdr^ersy tcifcil^ia^ 

j^^|^,^Ylfr.^ipntle7, endeayouring to destroy the i3re* 
^^ iSi»p^ and PhahffiglbrMthor^ whom Str m^Httfli 
-gpeftj*^4l«*fe'tte1fejsfeiy 1^^ Mghfy awi^ 

jnei^^e<l In .thaf jippendix, the Doctor falls hard upon | 
§.,jmw «dliienof Phalaris, put out by ^e holotoun^le / 

ji^^0d*kt l^e with great leamiiig and wit; and the' 
JQlMor^ voluminously rcjdined^ la'tids <%pute,-the 
t<nwr highly resented to s*e a i^rsba of Siir* WBBsfift 
T^tiipf^^s character and merits, roughly used by the two 
IfiTerfend gentlemen aforesaid, and without any mMmer 
«]f ^ ^ro#tM;«tio^. At li^ngth, thei^ sqp^^^diHn^ do ^nd of 
the'^^quairel^ our author ttl^ us, that the BOOKS in St. 
James's library, looking upon themselves as parties prin-N 
cipally concerned, took up the controversy, and cam» 
to a decisive battle ; but the manuscript, by the injury 
of fortune or weather, beii^ in several places impcrfisct^ 
we cannot learn to which side the victory fell. 

I must warn the reader to beware of apjdying to per- 
sons, what is here meant only of books in the most literal 
sense. So^ when Viigil is mentioned, we are not to un- 
derstand the person of a famous poet called by that 
name ; but only certain sheets of paper bound up in 
leather, containing in print the works of tlie said poe^t 

and so of the rest* 

i2 
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THE PREFACE OF ^titf AXrtfMORt 

Satire is a sort of glass/'^trhereiiii beholders do geoe* 
rally discover every body's face but their own; which 
is the chief reason for that kind reception it meets with 
itt the woric^ and that sd very fe^^tt^^WErfri^il^f^^^ 
Btrt- if^t shotdd happen oth^mte/ >tiiaf<bniy ptfa <iMt 
great; andl hav« kanied, frdm lodg^iixpeHciiai^iiiiM 
to apprehend mischief from thoee underdtandifl^IilllQll 
been able to provoke : for, anger and ^iry^ tbno^thlp 
Md strength to the sinews of thie body^,^ yei are iisifildlf 
irelax those of the mind; and t6 render aU ita^ffiBr|»lB# 
t^ smd impotent. r - ■" i HlfviHt 

There kai brain ^t will endture but *oi^ jctmrniijii* 
let the owner gather it with discretion^ and nmnfg^^' 
Utile stdl^ with husbandry; but^ of adl ilhiii^ letMUr 
beware of biin^g it' under the lash of his bettf^a; *teh 
tause, that wiltmakei it all bubble up into impertio^oM^ 
'JBltfd he Mil find no new supply^, Wit, without Jbi9#!k' 
lesdge,beiflga jjdrt dfdream^ which gather^ in a aiightr^r 
the t0p, and by ib skilful hand may be soon w)%padf4il^ 
W frdth : but once scummed away; what appeals uad<0^ 
tieath wiU be fit for nothing, but to be thrown to^tl^. 



•^iace^verjr mai) is foncl of )u8 own face, why shoujd you, whe» 
r^iiold it, break the glass p Etjucregs. "^v V, 
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^^fiDEVER exiiftiiiefl, with due circuoaq^doo^i 
iMo^e flwnial secoHb of Time,^ will find it rei^ark^d, 
ttlit^rirflFv^tiieeiiild^ifpridej and pride the da^vghtei: 4]^ 
vkhetf : theifenoer of which aasertions maj be sooa gran^ 
Cdf'bliltjeiie cannot 00 easily subscribe to the l^ijtter i ior' 
firkle m Reartf ' related to heggsxy and' want, either by 
fMier^ot* motheiv and sometiiBes by both; and, to speak 
naturally, it yeiy seldom happens among meD to fall oui^ 
il4Kff «ll'hai^ enoi^h ; inya«ions.usual]y traveUing from^ 
fldrtfa to soulfa^ that is to say, from poverty to plen^. 
IPlib 'mosl^^iuieient aDd^natural grounds of qiiarrels^ nirp- 
hs^i nnd avarice vwhi(^ though we may allow 4o b^^ 
ltetiiye&, or collateral branches of pride^ tt^ certainly 
the issiims <^ want For, to speak in the pbraaf of ^tlt^jfi^^ 
1ipo&p(^tic% we may observe in^the^repubiic of dogi, 
whibh itiits original seems to be aa institii^on.of the* 
many, thiU: the whole state is ever in the profeundegt 
{yeace, after a fidl meal: and that civil l^ils arise among' 
them, when it happens for one great bone to be seized oo^ 
by some leading dog4 who either divides It among the' 
few and then it falla to an oligarchy, or keeps it to him-- 

* Riches prod Bce pridfe ; prid^ is war V ground, SfC. Vid. Ephem.^ 
4e Mary Clarke ; opt. edit. — now called Wing's Sheet Almanack, 
and printed for the Company of Stationers. H. 

f'Thjs 18 iingrammatieal ; it shonkl-be^ it verj seldom happens 
among men, that they fall out/ ^^. S.' 

X This mode of expression is bald, and not reconcilable to graitt^ 
mar : ifshould be, ' crhen it happens that one great bone is seised 00-' 
hy some leading dog,' ^c» S. 
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seU; apij^tiep It piQa up, tiia tg^imii^fd7bi sllill^ Ka«tib^ 
iog algQ bpl4s place .amodig; tb«% tin 4bci9^ 4iiil^»l|ifiio^ 
we l^t^j^ iq^ II tMi|^8Ceii^ ia#|ir{of^b^.{m9l^l^ 
For» t)ie right of {lossesaon luring in cpmoii^ii (H^UHsae 
imjipwible tQ establifib a jwof^w^, in .m il^m^^^fkim)^ 
jeal^isies .aad flu^lciong, dosa ab^ua^l th^-^jph^Ji ^ 
cominoiiw^th of, that Btre^t,. is^iif^ tf%Alvaii^$i|Mi7 

resV ^wi^ sum) eui^^ ^ pris^ itiK>c^.iyt>irili n||»nB|»flj 
avii^c pteiiQ^.of liQ8irt4}m#g» J#d ^v|r^ gjllldinfiipifci*? 
agaiQ9t thei, kf^y dn^ ^aiii» if w^ l^oJI^^JIpgll^^f^l^^llslo 

noD ar defence* we shall ^d the aame leeff^^^tf^f^g^i^tj^ 
serye, m ti» the grouod^ and oce»i»oiisof 4^a6)«»; ao Al &i# <j di 
pe^ertj, or want, in soiBe degree or e^im (UPh^Jiti^xiiiWj 
or io oi)imoii,/wh]^h makes ao a^teratiao ia.^f .tp^^hn?^ 
a great sb^ aa w:ett aaj^d^4»i4heppfft^Q$4he,i^ggKia^ 

ekb^ redij^^fKlei^^ 

Hi^^^alth of JbeaiptiQig,, will so(m^di|eo¥|ir^ A^^ 

of ^sagrei^ix^ 1^ theiwajgreatpaitic^at^liivi^ 

ia tmf^ m^is^jjp^^ 

of eitheir ^Ki^ Bajk the ifi^iie ot ev^ato of ihk.wiii^;ia]^ii^ 

Bot fK> ea|(^to CfH^ii^iare at if foor, the preseat^a$i^|»liA 

so ioflapaed by tl^ wairm Jbeai^ of ei^erj fac|J9%.^i^it)^4 

the {ir^8sku|i.8piaewfac^ OK crther $o ^xerbHapt aa^iOal^ 

io iM^it Ibe least oyertuiei of accommodadon^ SThialT 

qiMiiirel fet bcffsi, aaJ h^ave h^dk «JNae4J^(aQkinUbv' 

f ' Are not so eai^r to conjecture at,^ is a stranrge impropriety of - 
ipeecb: tiie senteitee would nn^^chbetteE thus : / But Jt i^ja(kt^|l^ 
««t7 1» eo&xeelar^ what irm b^th^ .Isiue ir evijnte <JlMi wai*'!'. &.i 
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by ikt'lMktnii But di^e, cH^ikkig tbdf pTeeefkt ^^ 
iUf^mt^^nAih ftttbflfii^idoA td the andetits, cdiii^Mti- 
iagM n^gMttt^ Di&iiiee*f iieir tbe height of thftt {mit of 
Pta«iiMi^<liil« spoiled ^pt^EXipeet of iftetes, isHpelMKf 
t&mt^^^i^'tmi^ 8^ ffaerelbl^^ to a^old* a itn^, cM^dh 
thett^iiie istNiicie <4' M^MerdfttH^el either thiitthb'fly^ 
cieilB, i^^c^^^kMe t<^ remove theinwihres tti& tHdf e^^ 
f ee^ d(Hm ^ ' i)i^ l^iii^ fliiiifto iM<^ th^ nreNJerai 
wosld gM^loai^ surreiMfdr to them, tMA ad^^'aoc^ itif 
theb^lMie: or^to the ssfd %bci«nf«,M/r^ lesrte tcf 
the miidi^t!lis> to cm^' ^ith^'ubove!^ und nyaCtbcl:^ ttod^ 
leT«l the dedd bin; tti lo# lfi^<^ c^ietU' tMflk it dOteVe!^ 
Biettt/ -^oNrhlck^lle lofdeots ffiAdeatm^a*; ho^Iittl^ 
the^r expected sach a message as this, firom a colony; 
vbM^tb^ b«u! aditiitted, out i^Aieircivir'fi^^^^rae^, "riii 
so tii^ikr a oelgMMXirhood. That, as to diefr i^n jekt^^ 
th^ iif€»e nhcrigines df it, «id thei^efore tt»*idk:Wlffi''^ 
tb)^of afemoval or surreoder, was a latr^a^ tfi^y^itid^ * 
notHttdentoid. That, if the he^t' of iWiMi^ ^^ ; 
side^ ihoj^teoed the prosped of the modei^ it i^ kl^ '* 
advli^ttge'they^uld not help; biitdc^dthi^B^^cdD^^ ' 
sidei^ whetber that^juiy (if il%e any)tifferc?^not l&i^f^ 
recionlpetised, by tfa« shade and sheiltei'lt^iBfSi^ 
Tbs4 as ta ^ leteUing or digging dewn; it 1^ ^I^SHt 
foUy or ig&ofattde^to propb^ it, » ttfey SJi^'hr^Miii^'^ 
know, how that tide of (tM^Joil^^^^m^eisfAtefrQ^ 
would ^ak their took and hearts, without aoy dl^Efa^e 
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* Wnence we denve all learnm^. ^f^^ F^ 
f Foe * h)/ read ^ itflft.' S. 







t||ey w^ttld not oBl^^i^Jic^aifi^fj^^r^bOj^^ 
Imte* All tUs was mjeattdby tbct sK)4j^?93^.iritlMP^ 
indjgnalion^ who still ingiBtad upoo^^ae of Ab& t^ ^^SBIff^ 
dtote^ -and jso thisi dii^e«Ei|^|)bii^,oi|^^u4^,«l4 
obstioate war, maiBtained on the one part b^t';^^'^^l^i$!|^ 
and^ the coura|ee of cei^aia ]^§|b,.^ l^^|^ 
on tbe^^er, b^ the ^eftiii^ i(^|bejir mi^{4^#g^^ 
defeats afiimliog con^u^ *jBcr«it%^ . |jq t^^^ipp^ 
wliole 4Tulet8 of ink have been e3Jiai|«|te4 ^yc^^l^ ^pr 
lence of both^ parties eaormau#rPi^M^r : MfV^Ht 
must Jbe' hese ^mdeiatood^ 4M ii;^ is ^thf^^ 
weapon ia all baUle^ 4^ the learned, ivl4i^.s 
through a soi*t of epgive called a qi|ii)l^^ i|^ni^^^ippj|^ 
of these are dartedat the.en^ny^ by tjbe y^|i^t ^^d^ 
dde, withequal 8kiU.andTialence,,aaif,it/«f^3^ ^AtSi^ 
g8gementof]0pr<;2^>}e^. Thisms^ligaaypitjyi^orwi^ 
pounded by the engineer who iavepted it, pf , t]«^p h 
di^nts^ whicl^ are^gsdl and copp^jps^f by its {^itteifiie^iia^d 
wnom to suit in some d^i^, a^ :«eU a? 4p %i^ ^^ 
genius of the ponibatants. And ^s the Gre^i^^ef jm 
engagement, when th^ycpould not agree 9!i^i^%^^ 
tory, were woot ta set up trophies oil l^th ^i^^j^^ 
beaten pi^ty being content to be at the sapae^pLp^Q^^. 
keep itself in countenance (a laud^Ie and a$ici^i^|lj(^ 
teyw, happily revived ctf late, in the ait.ot W*»vf 1 sq^ Jte^ 
leainied, after a sharp and bloody dispute, d9 on botbr 
fi^ hang p^t their trc$)hifis too, ^Thichenrer comes.by ^ 
worft^. 3;h€^,JU?opliie».haT€|,laig.<^y foscrlb^d o^, the^^ 
the merits of the cause : a fiill impartial account of sucb. 
a battky and how the victory fell clearly to the party 
that sbt them up. Tfiey are Icnowu td tfee world Under 
several names ; as, t^isputes, argument^) rejciTwf^*^ tritf 
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jiH#^'4(;<iqfl^tii^^ vet^r few days: ^7^ m» 

f^^tt»trmi&^ifm^ ibr patssiBl^rB to gaSBe< i^t^licm'e ihe 
^il^V^ lMlitfg^t''iBri^' T^slBO^^ to oeitain ma^assme^ 
fKdjj^ tfW ffl!^/tt?*, there id renminiQ a quarter purpo^ljr 
^l^^ifl^they^'kiidtltenc^^ begin tot>e called ^ooiK^ 

'^'tftHtisi^ hii^Uyir6hdetfdl\y htetilied and preseire^ 
ti^lltJSttt^f t^ i^krrior, while he is itRve f and aacaf 
Mte^^Mh^^^is scnil tratisti^ates there,t to inform thenh 
1^^ tit least, is the more^mnmoti ophdon; but I^Hei^ 
#ii%ilh libi^es aswitb odier cemet^lte; ^eresbttte 
piflf<$dq|>l^i^ aflm^i, thata^^rt thejpcait 

mSmnhimdni^i hovers oVerflie moHument, till tiie bodji 
^^^^MM^teii, and turns to dust, <« to worms, ixit then^ 
i^yi^ dr dissolves; so we ina^r say, a restless «phrit^ 
lilid&ts dvef evety hook, till dust oT worH» have seized 
updii it; which to some may happen ki a few daya^ but 
to others later : and therefore bookS'of controversy, be* 
inif, of all others, haunted by the most disorderly spMtsJ 
Mve ttiways been confined in a separate lodge from the 
it&st ) atidfor fear of a mutual violence againsteach othar. 
It Was tbdiight prudent by our ancestors to bind than to 
tife' peace with strong iron chains. Of whieh invention? 
t%^' original occasion was this. When th^ #Hrks of' 
Scb&ft first came out, they weye carried to a citt^ain !!• 
bite^, and had lodgings appointed them; but this autlHHr- 
waiiiio sodner settled, than he went^to visit his master, 
iiifetotle; and there both" concerted together to seize^ 
Plato by main f6tce,'ai^ turn hhtf^6utiroto- his anclebt 

♦ Their title-page?. H. 

f The word *-&ere* is hei« improperly- used | it should be 
*^tbither.» S. 
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« BfrtMi expedeBlritt^piMe fwlMe oMilfiiMiitiiifijilii 
cttftiiiiiy hmt bteo^^pesmeved^ M wmmvfMmuaf3tl$^' 
tfinM»M iK)ol»?liiid iliofti^ ^ 

HIararies, I remenri^ to have srad; «fMiB?i»ce«liMii| 
d8V«v«l^peisei»eciSQeefiied,yhow sme^^bejrs Mili^ 

i^ef<9fcttiiBeii: «iid dKrefore ladwed, tlmtdKr«iHHfl[pl«^ 
4l eadif fl^e «iiaiild be xoafded togetikr^ iii uiliiiitwr 
atixed^fthit^«^tee' ^^ blencfhig^ of cc^rarj poiBoi»^ A4tb 
mallgflltjF m^h^bev^i^ldfcd amoog. ^meeiNiM't^jiiH^ 
ilti6^ni^4 wtfv ndAar8&iU^it)[dbet,^iior nn ill rriliwiilili 
Hl^; l^it wa»iiothii^«fee but tlmne^eet of ^^siNlKtitiii 
ivbie^ gai^e oceasioD to^^the tecri)^ fi^bt th«t haHwwibi 
ob Fixity laet^ between th« aodeot «isd vBo6dtmhmlmf 
lU i^Ei^wWsmry. Now, beca«nrtbe taHL «iydiif 
battle is^ fresh ib every body's inoiKb, Fimlfhn fijlynllrtfe 
tion of 4»e tows-eogreatto bekift»riiied iir A^ipMi^i? 
laft ; I, beiBg potMws^ c^ aft ^ftuifififiatbas' JpiiimMfr^ 

resolved to cmnply with the urgent importiuiity of njr 
ffieud^-by wii^iloii^ »'iy^if^pa]^6ai^OGCoaBt hciM^ 

♦' ^ i^Wttc,-* fittpr^pcrly ulftd here lbf-»«S«ii.» 6. - -^ v ^ir^ - 
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-J't/. «. . i - i 



Hk gundiaB of theEegal lifaaraij, r pcnoo of great 

voorii^ toclkob up, was cruelly obdtnieted Ir^ Ufi^nni 

^pn^jf^it<i'«filiMitiui6e of Aenodena party we oiEtiieaie 

iiott^is^iM&dfiiilHd agltl^ aod oMMdRre Jiotlniif^too Ugh 

aiBiglity|»resaire about theu poaterio^ asd tfaetehoafa 
BiiiBgMiitir&iled in Kb dango, ^ dkn^poifited^dim^ 
fiOii;4Ml«^^fl^^i!iial Taocottr 4o>Ao andi^itaf ^^hldk ho li^ 
aMoedr to'gsrat^^ by sHofi^ aM mml»ef hkrfKVmut^ 
Ao^Mc^ of their Oi^erearies^ add lodpof thew^ is the 
Mmi^ q^anmen^; wiran m th^ ssnie tbne^t lAttH^^itf 
fenok had the haidaeaa to own itaelf feir4ig( advocailo oC 
UM^aodents^ was Imried ative in ^nie ehMM coia^' 
a^^threatened, upon the least d^kaaui^lobelBr&ed 
(M/ €# do<»s; Besides^ it so happened^ that atoitt tIM 
liam'^^Hiere waa a strange coofuffloa of plaoe, among all 
Ae bottom hi the Hbrarj ; for whicbi several reajMiia 
w^Qi^ asngoed. Some minted it to a great heap> of 
taaned dsfit^- which a^peirarse wtid blew offf/frooi a 
ahdf^ fisftdcgms, into the keeper'sejes. OthinaffikSl*' 
ed^^be had ahinm>ar to '^k the wonnsont^ <rf tnPsdio(^ 
men^ and swaHow^^th^a i^esh^aod'faafelttgpwh^eef somef 
ftHtqpoQhhrspleiail and some dimbed iq^isto hk^ei^ 

Pbalans, nyi, he was rdiiie^ s maiHiscript l^ the libraiy-^keeptr, 
C191M (i. e. MSS,) uUtrimrtm copiam^ Bitdis^hecarius ex su&sn»mm&^ 
hunumUaU ntgavUi, Dc^jPb^itl^^ q^^^t||«|t Iil>i;%^4i^i^er.;, tke tM» 
^^cients were PUalaris ftsd &op. H. 
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to tlKgreat ip«rtinHtoiii»oH)€idfc Ami lasttf^ loMl 

nHdotaiiNKU tint ^ irdUdiig omclr intli^ dafrk afaoi^lir 

lUbrarjr,' (lie Imd tiitke' lost the ^dtsHdoB of it ottt AWn 

head ; aod therefiw^' io t«piadiig his booing he^irwrifl 

t» migtake,^ aod clsp Des dotes -nes^to Amto^ r|MMi 

Slato hadgot betvoea Hebbes and the S^iroiit Wi9e1iil» 

ten, and Virgil was hemmed io with Ikydeo ^iMt 

iide,taiid WiAecs OQ die o|h^. : ■?■■■■ n- -t ui^m 

f Mean while those booiks» thai wece adsroeaitmilfoiHte 

MNid^ms, chose oat ooe ii0mamoEigthen%tonaheiipS[( 

gress through the whole libraiy, examiuethe nwmbcvAld 

sdpength of thehr party^ and cimicM. thdr «fl&di»^ao3Wl 

mesieDgep perfcHrmed idl ihkigs r^ry industrioiid^^iH|i 

bMij^ht baek wi& him a listof 4heir fcHxssis'^ii^ 

teHsand, eoDsisthig^chieftf .of li^rhora^ heftivif-finwi 

ibet,aQdmerce&aries2 whereof the fqfi>t;ii;^ere IttgeiMel 

but sorrily armed, and worse clad i theiif .hoiseo4i^||l^ 

hut extremely out of case and heart ; hoipeifeivcs^BeJftw, 

\y trading among the ancients, hadsfiumt^ed^lheiBs^liQI 

fx^^robly enough. o ^• rv ^ 

^While^thingBi were in this ferment^ disccHrd^greirsfl^ 

li«n^)* high; hot words passed on both sides, .aDd^pf 

blood was plentifully bred. Here a ac^oi^ uti^V aB^ 

squeeased up among a whole shelf of aiodei3i%.»o^Bi4» 

hadj todispute the case^ and to proi;^ by^naaifeet^ififr 

son, that the priority was ^e to them, £rom long possip)^: 

sion; an%in regard of tbw prudence, antiquity laad 

above ail^ their great medts toward the modcamsi ^ JBlK 

these denied the^^mises, and seemed ^^ery inuiDhi^ 

wouder^uhpwibe ancients could ^pretend, to iiisist4ip[|» 

their au^iqutty^ when, it was so plain (jlf.tbe^>}W^i to 

^ There 19 ai| ambigaity in tint expreisi^ froo^iihe4im|l^|Ma€^|jf. 
tbe seateDGe, which might thus be removed: * whereof the foot were 
hi genetsl but sorrily armed, and ^«c«e ^\ai^'. ^^\«swRi^\^^>fc^-" 
FaZiy were farge,' &c.^ J^. • ' - ' 



dw^ihaitjte wao4eam\vmretavieh llie noretaiHsieBlff of 
«tei3r&.<? Atr IbiJLnf/QUigiitiQDtitbi^ owedilo tile ran- 
siinU, die7;reB0iiiiccdtbeHrali.<i^ ^tlik Une," said Ihej^ 
lt|ir«iiaieitf«med,' boidq firHrtf owfiartf h^ve been so 
BMinai^bifnvowtheiMubiisteiieefrcmyottf bnliherest; 
loii^t^'tliepeatet iiiiiiiberi(«iid espooially ire French 
<ai Skgii9hi)ii$tex^ w far frefnatoopkig i0j» baae an^s^ 
anqple, that Aere never fyaased^ tifi^tl^ very boor, fi< 
a»iirffeNbetiF«eB. us. . Foe, eur hofseB were of our own 
iKOi^ii^f^oiir anns o£ «i«r own foifkig,.-and tiiir<cMb(i 
id^ifmt own ^cutting oat and sewing." Pli^ w as b^ 
clMB&ce.8pite the next sbelfy^aod observing thos^SMtbat 
Ifnke^eibeafi^tbe ]?agged|>liglit mentioned a whUea^^ 
Ifleirijades ^aasand foundered, their ireapons of rotten 
ittiod^ tbe&r annoisr rasty, and nothing but rags undei> 
iMealAts^ he {ai^hed load, and in his.pleasant wa)r awme^ 
{^hy i ■ . ■ ■ he belieyed-thenu" ■■■ . ■ i 

fyrNwf; the moderns had not proceeded in their^i^ niN 
gotiation'wlth secrecy enough^ to escapethe noUce of 
the enemy. For those advocates, who hsfld begun tte 
quBivel, hy setting first on foot the dispute of lureeedienr 
t$y, tidked so loud of coming to a battle, that Sk Williani 
Xemi^e happened to oy^rhear them, and gave immediate 
Intelligence to the ancients^ who$ thereupon, drew up 
their scattered tiroops together, resolving to act upoa 
Ae.defepsive t npou which, several of the modems fled 
bver to< their party, and among the rest. Temple himself^ 
ICbis Tempte, having been educated and long diinversed 
among the ancients, was, of all the modems^ their great* 
6sl;favouiite, and' became their greatest champion.- 
; Things were at this crisis, when a material accident 
feU out For, upon the highest comer of a large win- 
dow, there dwelt a certain spider^ swollen up to the first 

* Aecordiog to the modern paradox. Ori^tuit. . . 




i^pBfpgaMe by. Uie 4fpti«cAi^NM^ 

^ fattiDaa bones before the caye of tone giaalrn'^np 
•i^lnieB to his castle were goardedi vkb tmnpii^B^ «# 
pallsadoes,^ all after the vipdera way tsC foxlifieatHIp 
After you had paaeed several .cQurUi you came tar iii( 
ceotre^ whereio you m^t behold tbe coMAbio^J 
m his own Ipd^gk^ wl 
•venue, and .ports to^ sally. ouV apoft.^|A 
prey or defence. In tibk numsioo he haxLtat^umE^WtM 
dw^t in peace and plenty, vithooi Attigei4«^^irii|iP<Miri 
by swallows from above, or to his pidbc%by teouuui IMv \, 
bebw: wheo^itw^i the pleasure ei^3of^aait^m%uuiM$^ 
thither a wasderingvbee,. to whipi^. cmidsit^ ^JlMI# 
pane in the glass bad^^ discoyer/Bd 4te,^vaiKlm)htr imttp 
where espatiatiog a nrhile, he at Jlasl happcB^di ter^a^illil 
upon one of the outward widis of the^^der V oittidiPH , 
wldch,yiddixi|g to jtheupeqiial weighty sunk ^ibi^ 
very foiuidati(^. Tl^pce he en^ie«ni^Qiu*ed.4o loiceill^ 
passage, and thrice the centime sboflik* The spider wi(id% 
feeling^thei tumble con^lsioB, -supposed at fisst; iliuliaif'' 
tare was appro^phing to her final disBduyont orila#^ 
that BeelsfbiAf* with aU hia k^ons^ wai^cotneM remtfii^ 
the death erf n^any thousands 0f> l»b subjects^ wiimlrit^ 
WjOij bad slain aod derovoed. Ho^e^er^ rhe^^MiEiesgilffi^ 
valiantly resolved tO: jssue ibi^i and ineel-thisililip^ 
Mean while the bee had acquitted Uinsetfic^ ids Ml)^ 
aod posted securely^ spue^stanee^ w^imfik^^etftl^ 
deawing his wings, and diseog^giqg than fcoiuthdr i^^ 
remnants of the cobweb* % ddi ttsEtftthe qlM a t^ W"^ 
adventured out, whe|»fbehfil<yng the chasal% Iter^ii^^ 
and dilapidations of his fortress be "was^ii^ei^ii^pwit^i^ 







^Mati^^lorHifey toew- eadh^other^bj^^ht) ' « A pls^c 
ipiiiiyoai^^aicMie, «fM^a^dy goii ^ a %hore; jslt 
jaiil witlr«rv«d^tiK!e, Nkhfat have made this Btfer here ? 
€iMflld)i i^fiiil ibc^ before ^ou, and be d— ti'd ? do ywi 
tbu^ <I ^aiise iMlthing «flse to do (to Ae Sev^V name}lmt 
tki mettii^ aad tepair aliter your arser'^^^Coofl wds^' 
frieiid,'^n8aid<*tl^ bee (baprhig tov phioedliiin^if,' and 
hfiM^ niiflj^M^ Ifi dr(^ "^ru gife'7011^ ilif t^od and 
iMrid;iii«iMiietiear foctr kemie} no^odre ; t was Beveir in 
^^dteft^esimfiHimba ]^k t&^ wkstldrn."— ^^iirah;" 
itfttedti^flj^GtoiV^ ifM w«re not for breaking an old 
c«ti«ni iB)0&r tool^j, never to stir abroad ligainst an ebe- 
B9l^^0l»idd €0Bie 4nd teiH^yoH'^^tt^r manna^'^—- '^ I 
fst^rhaa^e patiteace,*' siid the bee, "or yoiili sp^d 
ymix anfaatance^ laid Ibir as^ f see, yon Miy irtand in 
i\«jMlfofo^t all, toiMfl^'tfae -^^ of youir botts^.*'^ 
'" Ao^e, XDgue,'^ cej^ed fte spider, ^ yet, trretMikis yiju 
fib«ftki liare mtoe respect lo a penwi^ ^^hdo^ all the ^twld 
aOl^rs to be soimKh your betters.'*-^"** By' tey ^t^i^ 
■m^ ^bee^^tiie ^coffipiorisoD irill aiEtouilt i6 1 "^^ 
go^ j^eat!; and yoa wWL do m^ a ftvour to let iii^ Ihbw 
the msoiis, iint aH#e irorld is plesiipd to ti#6, ni 9^ 
hope6il a dlspttte." At this the i^ider, having swelled 
hiioactf ioto the i^sse ^and po^nire df a dispatant^ b^n 
hi»^|ti^m^4Q]dbe tnie spbit ^eou^xifVehy, widii r^ 
taihidkifi be teartify' tcan^ons and^^o^f^ to ui^ on his 
emxk veai0P% widnut - &e>leaiA regard ^ the ainsirmi or 
ofaji^0Qa«f hk^^pod^tef ati4'tofy^^ in 

biB^fl^od agwnrtallwiivfetliw;^^ -^ ^ .. *i.i ^ ^- ^ 
" Kot to dii^mrage myselt" said he, "by the compari- 
MSl with suck 9, lasci^ ^bsl a«t^;dwHi but a vagabond 
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wif^oai house or hdiiie, witboat fitodi or 
born to no pOsBed&ton ^ y^tor oim, but a pabr of Idsg^ 
a drone-pipe. Tour HveMhdod nauMTani^plaMII 
upon na^ire ; a fi>«ebboter (yver'field^' and gai^iefis; aM| 
for the sake of steaKng, irill roba neHIe, as earah|rii|| ^^ 
Tiolet; "Whereas I am a admtestic aii^raJ, fosMil ^ 
with a native stock witMn myselfl This hu^ «ili|| ' 
(to show my improvements in the tiiatliematic^ 1^ 
built with my own hands, and the mat^5ftala'«aEM^ 
altogether out of my own person." ^ *^ ' **' ' 1^^#'' 
«' I am ^ad," answered the bee, ^ to Mir yidf#gi^ j 
at least, that I am come hone^ by t&y l^^ingtlrtidll^ 
voice : for then, it seems, I am obliged t6 ^Hlflnren #i|| J • 
for my flights and my music ; and'Provid^^ woctliKiil 
ver have bestowed on me two such pis, withoD^ illi|||f^ • 
ing them for the noblest ends. I visit Mdie^ aBiP^ ' 
flowers and Mossoms of the fiMd andgarden $ b«^ w| l il i |' 
ever I collect thence, Enriches myself, withoat'thi^llrilf, 
injury to theii*^ beau^, their smell, or their ta^* 
for you and your skill in arcMteeture, and othier mi 
mdtics, i have little to say : in that buiiditig M^ j^Mi^ 
there mi^; for ai^ht I know, have been labour "and 0?, 
thod enough; but by woM es^ierience for us both^ jitf 
too plain, the material are naught ; and I hope ^fod'^iilW 
henceforth take warnings and consider duratioa ^A^ltf0 
ter, as well as method and art. You boast luddei^ 
being obliged to na other creature, but of drlNrlcij^liAP 
ginning out all from yourself; that is to say^ if w^^ij^f* 
judge of the liquor in the vessel, by what teies im^y^^ 
possess a good plentiful store of dirt and poison m'j&at} 
bresst ; m^ though I would by no means lessen ^i^- 
parage your genuine stock of either, yet, I dc^Uht ]|MP 
are somewhat obliged for an. increase o^ both, to a l^Je 
foreign assistance. Your inherent' portion of dirt does 
not fail of acquisitions, by sweepings exhaled from bc^- 




%|^;e|i»]ri ajpipyiar. , Sci tbat, m dboit, the qneilioii 
i^P^if^jlA tins; wliether Is the nobler bdng of the 
^MHt th^f vMdi, b]^ m bz^ contempiatioD of Awr inches 
ijpmiclyjl^ aa o^Ti^ireeoiflg pride, feeding and eogendeiw 
i||gij9Ptit9^9 turn all into excrement and venom, pro- 
^If^sg jM^hiog at aD, bul fljiiane and a cobweb : or that 
ij^i bj, a Mdiveisal range, with long search, much stu^ 
^i((il(P^ jii4sBi§iit9 and distinctioa erf* things, brin^ home 
ilf^ and wax.'' 

^j^^^dispptie was managed with such eagemesB, da- 
M^ ^Ad warmth, 4hat the two parties of bo<du, in arms 
l|^p,.^tQod<slleBt awhile, waiting in suspense what 
1^^ h^^the issue; which was not long undetermined : 
^|y|||^4>flV 9^^Q impatient at so much loss of time, fled 
lll^l)!^ ai^aj to a bed of roses, without looking for a re» 
|||^,aii4$le|t,the spider,>like an orator collected in him- 
^i||l^^q^U4t, prepared to hurst out. 
'^^^appei^ed upon this emergen^, that .fisop broke 
m^Qce^f firau He had been of late knost barbarously 
<|^ed l]!7 a strange effect of the Rent's kumamfy^ 
^)K t Jb^d .tpiD <^ his titlerpage, sorely ddboad one 
^]^^o^,|ms leaves, and chaioed him fast among a shelf 
i^^ig^Q^ecDSf where soon discovering how high the quar* 
^irin^ JUkelj to proceed, he t?ied all his arts, and turn- 
^^ifqi^ to a thousand forms. At length in the bor- 
ij^ed^l^fpeof an .^ss, the R^ent mistook him for a 
q||db^f^ Igr.whidi means he h^ time and opportunity 
tn^^^gcap^ to Uie ancients^ just when the spider and the 
^j^ipei^ ei4^ripg into their contest; to which he gave 
|^|dyt|{^ntipn vif^ a world of pleasure; and when it was 
;|yj||^.|^WQre^in the loudest key, ^ that in all his life he 

^ ft 6a|bt to te— * Wbicb is the nobler being of the two,' kc S. 
•«ii.0eot|er» irlia denied the antiqiiity <A i£M^. ^«^ \iK<NtN^, 
79, H, 
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bad oefer knoini two eases so pucaiiel, aod adii(it:}^t0 
each other, as that in the window, and tbk ii^oii<^ 
shelves. The ^sputanta," said he, '^ have fBimMfy 
managed Ae dispate between thera, have takea liiliK 
full strengUi of all that k to be sfldd oq both sld^ ^ 
^diausted the substaoGe of every argmn^t |irs and «ip^ 
It is bat to ac^ttst ^e reasoniDgB of both to ^ pcesppt 
qaarrel, then to compare and apply the labours aod MM 
of each, as the bee iias karaedlj deduced thmf .nfiA 
we shall find the conchisioD fall plain and dose nHB 
the modems and us. For, pray, geutlemmi, iras (^spfr 
any thing so modem as the spider In ^s air, bis tii|i^ 
and his paradoxes ? He argp^s in the behalf of y^K^ 
brethren, and hims^, with many boastk^ of Imwut^ 
stock, and great gemus; that he sj^s and apHs wMlT 
feora himself, and scwns to 4>wn any oM^atiou "or aiiy||t> 
aace from i^thout Then he displays to you his gUil 
skill in architecture, and improvement in themaAsMi- 
ttcs. To all this, the bee, ^ an advocate fe^Biftfld% 
OS the ancieists, thii^iit to answer; ^tS" oa^^fff 
judge <tf the ^esX genius or inventions of "die modens^ 
what they have produced, joa will hardly have i<li |( l 
nance to bear you out, in boasting of either. E^Ml^i^ 
sdiemes with as much method and skill as yon pton^^t^ 
if the materials be nothing but dhrt, spim out dlfotlt0ii' 
entraSs (the guts of modem brains) the edified 
elude at last in a cobweb ; the dmration of 



that of odier spiders' webs, may be imputed to the^tlte 
forgotten, or neglected, or hid in a comer. For/aaj^ A«|| 
else of genuine that the modems n»y pretend io, I^^ii* 
not recollect; unless itbe a large vein of v[na^agifti 
satire, mtieh of a miture and substance wilh the iqpidql^' 

* There u np 9Qch word in £agliih^ wikpt, use^ a^jee^in^f it | 
eluJuid be the particlpfe, * adapted.' S* 
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fM>i8CKD ; -vrlikh, boweyer they prelend to ^it vfaolly oat 
of themselyes, Is improved bj the same arts, by feeding 
iipon die insects and vermin of the age. As for us the 
ancients, we are content, with the bee, to pretend to no- 
thing of our own, beyond our wings and our voice : that 
is to say, our flights and our language. For the rest, 
• whatever we have got, has been by infinite labour and 
search, and ranging through every comer of nature; the 
-difference is, that instead of dirt and poison, we have ra- 
ther chosen to fill our hives with honey and wax; thus 
fimushiiig mankind with the two noblest of things, which 
are sweetness and ligiit" 

It is wtmderful to conceive the tumidt arisen among 
the books, upon the close of this long descant of JEsx^ : 
both parties took the hint, and heightened their* animod- 
ties so on<;a sudden, ihit they resolved it should come to 
a batll^. Immediately Ae two main bodies withdrew, 
. uodei^ thejur several ensigns, to the farther parts of the li- 
tHravjTj.and th^re entered into cabals, and consults upon 
/the .pre^nt -emeigency. The moderns were in very 
^waimd^litas upoQ the choice of their Readers; 9nd no- 
ting less rthan,,th&f^ar impending from their enemies, 
, eo|Ud bsLf c kept them from mutinies, upon this occasion. 
<^.7he.dijflSbrence was greatest among the horse, where eve« 
, 17 K?i^V^ trooper pretended to the chief command, fnaa 
^asfpjand Milton, to Dryden and Withers. The light- 
^Jj^rse were commanded by Cowley and Despreaux.* 
;^bj^e t&me the bowmen under their valiant leaders, 
JQe^ Pfrt|», Gassendi, and Hobbes; whose strength was 
^fi^clp, that they could shoot their sgrro^ws beyond the at- 
mo^jiei:e, never to fall dOTm again, but turn, like diat of 
j^yaiidi^ h^ojpa^teors, or ^e the cannon-ball into stars. 
Paracelsus brought a squadron of stink-pot-flingers, from 

* More commooly ksown ^ tbe^Dam* of Boi|ea». H« 
VOL. III. K ^ 
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tbenowT tnountdns of Rhsda. Ttiere ctqne t 
body of dragoons^ of different nations, Under i . 
of Harvej,* their great aga : part armed wMI 
the wei^nsof death; part with lances and locg' 
all steeped in poison ; part shot bullets of a moat 
nant nature, and used white powder, whidi jiifs 
lulled without report There came several bodiiir^ 
heavy-armed foot, all mercenaries, under itm eoApi] 
thiicciardini, Davila, Poljdore Virgii, Budiasntai^/ 
nana, Camden, and others. The eoghieeitt w^- 
manded by Regiomontanus, and Wilkins. "'S^ 
was a confused multitude, led bjr Scotns, Atpile»a^ 
Bellarminef of mighty bulk and stature, Init 
either arms,, <;^i|iirf^ or discipline, in "die last 
came infinite 'irBf arms of calones^j a disordexfy 
vby L'Estrange; rogues and raggamuffins, thal'ftjiiil 
the camp for nothing but the plunder : all 'wldiqat€0iiil||. 
tocoverthem* 

The army cT A^ andents was much fewer in 
Homer ledtheboi^e, uid Pipdar theHf^t^hoarscr; 
was chief en^eer; Plato and Ari^otle commaE^etf^w 
howmen; Herodotus and lity the foot; Hi|]qga|iei|i^ 
ihe dragoons; the allies, led by Yosstas aiid^ £<6^^ 
V<>ught up the rear. 

All things violently tending to a decisive Iflt^ 
who much frequented, and had a lai:ge apaittmiBisil^ 

^ Doctor fianrey, • vlio discorered the drcnktloi^ of 4l|e bln|Bfi 
4Si60V«iy nuKh indrted on by the advocates for the pkuS^anu^ 90$ ^ 
eicepted against, as false, by Sir William Temple* fl. ^ f; 

f BycaHxng^s disorderly rout iMfones, the autfaorfKiitai^bc^l^ 
'satire and contempt against allsorte of mercenaiy serihljiaBB^ vlril 
vrite as thejrare commanded by the leaders and patn>nffiOJr«feditili|f 
fiction, conoption, and every evil work *, they are styled <ii{»fi£i|^|i|!i>r 
eaitfe they are the meanest and most despicable of sdl HrrMert) aft 
the adofiks^ whe^er belonging to the army, or private familSet, Wfrl^ 
tiiemeaaesjtof aU^voaorserfanttwhatsoe^rer. H. 

4 Thescare pamphlets which aire not bound or coreredi A- 
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wfoxlf |Ma0i6^ ber is the :^teg|Kl lihr^ fled up straight 
^^ fxfi^ifiBry to irfaam she deliyexed a iidtfafol account of 
an that passed between the two parties below; fior, 
^tmoQg the gods, she always te)ls truth. Jove, io 
jp<^a.t CQQcerp, coovdces a coimdl in the ndlkf waf. 
ttbe senate assenMed, he declaires the ooca^n .of con^ 
.ireoing them ; a bloody brittle ju^t impendent between 
tls^p mighty armies of apdent apd modem creatures, 
4bf^)ed bpo]^ wherein the celestial interest was but too 
jdieeply concerned. Momus, the patroB of the modems, 
ji^a^e An excellent speech in their foyour, which was an- 
iflffered by Pallas, the protectress ^of the ancients. The 
^aasembly was divided in their affections; when Jupiter 
Cpmmi^nded the book of fate to be laid before him. Im- 
epaediatdy were brou^t by Meicury three Jai^ vo- 
Jhimes in -folio, contaipiog memoirs of all things past, 
jpre»ent, and to come. The clasps were of silver double 
^t; the covers of celestial turkey-leather; aqd the pa- 
per such as here on earth might pass almost for vellum. 
Jupiter, having silently read the decree, would cominu- 
fdcate the import to none, but presently shut up the 
book. 

Without the doors of diis assembly, there attended a 
vast number of light, nimble gods, menial servants to 
Jupiter: these are Us ministering instruments in all af- 
faire below. They travel in a caravan, more or less to- 
gether, and are fastened to each other, like a link of gaK 
ley-slaves, by a light chain, which passes from them to 
Jupiter's great toe : and yet, in receiving or delivering 
a message, they may never approach above the lowest 
gtep of Ins throne, where be and they whisper to eaok 
other, through a large hollow trunk. These deities are 
called by mortal men, accidents, or events; but the gods 
call them second cmises. Jupiter haviog delivered his 
message to a oertaui Dumb^ of these divinities, thegr 



. 1 ■ ■ -" -"• 




220 THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS. 

flew immediiitely down to llie piimacle of tb6 «^pi|fi- 
braiy, and consiiltiDg a few minutes, ^ered lyaMo^^iifl 
disposed the parties according to their (nrdera. * ^v i|r 
Mean while Momus, fearh% the worst^^nd ettffie^^ 
mind an ancienft prophecy, which bore no very goodll^ 
to his children the moderns, bent h#ia%ht to tibe^Mg^ 
of a malignant deity, called Criticism. She d#i^'^ 
|he top of a snowy mountain in Novai2ieiBl^;^;4ii|^ 
Momus found her extended in her den; up6n th^ ^iijk 
of numberless volumes, half devoured. M, ^hgst^^^^ 
hand sat Ignorance, her father and hu^>and, li^bid^^iSi 
age ; at her left, Pride, her mother, dre^ng iiii^^ii^ia 
the scraps of paper herdelf had torn. There yf9Bf&j^ 
nioD, her sister, light of foot, hood-winked, and iM^i^ 
strong, yet giddy, and perpetually tumii^. Ab^illte' 
played her children, Noise and Impudence, Diiliiekra&d 
Vanity, Positiveness, Pedantry, and Ill-manneES.'^^^%e 
goddess herself had claws like a cat; \mc headr and 
eai-s, and voice, resembled those of an ass : her^ teeCh 
fallen out before, her eyes turned inward, as if i^^bek- 
ed only upon herself; her diet was the overfiowlag of 
her own gall; her spleen was so large, as to stand'^ftt)- 
minent, like a dug of the fii-st rate, nor niranted iexGre»- 
cences in form of teats, at which a crew of ii^ly^flibn- 
sters were greedily sucking ; and, what is wond^)^ to 
conceive, the bulk of spleen increased faster than the 
sucking could diminish it. *^ Goddess," ssdd WxiiSia^ 
"can you sit idly here, while our devout worshippaca, 
die modems, are this minute entering into a cruel battle; 
and perhaps now lying under the Swords of their ene- 
mies ; who then hereafter will ever sacrificie, or build al- 
tars to our divinities? Haste therefore to ftife British 
isle, and, if possible,' prevent their destruction; while V 
make factions among the gods, and gain them over to our 
paity.'' 
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- MofiHis having thus delivered himself, staid not for an 
«DSir«, but left thegoddess to her own resentment. IJp 
she rose in % rage^ and, as it is the form upon such occa- 
sions) began a soliloquy. -'It is I," said she, ^ who give 
idsdcMn to infants and idiots; by me, children grow wiser 
than their parents; by me, beaux become politicians, and 
8^ool-b^s jui^s of {^ilosophy ; by me, sophisters de« 
bate, and conclude upon the depths of knowledge ; and 
eo^e^ioiue wits,'instinctby me, can correct an authw's 
style; and display his mmutest etrrorsy, without under- 
2^;andlpg a syUablejof his matter^ or 4iis language ; by me 
striplings spend their judgment, as they do their estate, 
before it comes into their hands. It is I, who have depc« 
sed- wit and knowledge from their empire over poetry, and 
advanced myself in their stead. And shall a few up* 
start ancients dare to oppose me ? but come my aged pa- 
rent, and you my children dear, and thou my beauteous 
sister; let us ascend my chariot, and haste to assist our 
devout modems, who are now sacrificing to us a, heca- 
tomb, as I percieve by that grateiuJi smell, which from 
thence reaches my nostrils.!* 

The goddess, and her train, having mounted the cha^ 
riot, which was drawn by. tame geese, flew over infinite 
regions, shedding her influence in due places, till at length 
she arrived at her befoVed island of Britain : but in hover- 
ing ovjer its metropolis, what blessiDgs did she not let fall, 
upon her seminaries <rf Gresliam and Covent-Garden ?* 
And now, she reached the fatal plain of St. James's li- 
brary, at what time the two armies were upon the point 
to engage; where, entering with all her caravan un- 
seen, and landing upon a case of shelves, now desert, but 
once inhabited by a colony of virtuosos, she staid a while 
to observe the posture of both armies. 

* See the notes, p. 68. H. m - 
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* !ftit hor^ tile tendtor cai«8 of a DMi^^ 
a*ia^its» and move io hsr bleasi: Inf^ ^ ^Jl^a|*^ip| 
tniop oT modem boiniienri&€ casUn^ cyey«|wm^iipi| 
WoitoQ; to wImnb the Fateb had w^ned a^^i^a^ ^$0 
thread: WottdD, a young toto, vhwro aa iiD|u#iiii|(g 
tber, of movtai race, begot hy stoien eiubraMr wM^ 4i|^ 
goddeflEL fiewaBthedai&^ftfU^raotb^abofi^tMkill 1 
x^hildreo, and she resolved to go and coBiiort hfafti jPil 1 
first; according to the good dhl enstom^ ol^eities) «||i& «iii 
about tof dta^ her shape, for fear the d!Mi^ of li^i 
coiiQtesaiicesdghtda9DdohkaM»ial sights 
tbe^reit «f his senses, ^e, therefore, gathered up her ^ei^ 
mm into an octavo compass : her body grew whito att# 

^rid, and^ttt in pieces ii^hdiynessr the j^hidl^tMMI 
&to paste-board, and the thin into j^aper $ v^pon which Jtm 
parents and children artfiilly strewed a blad^ juic^ W 
decoction of gall slid soot, in ktm of letters? her bsuft 
and voice, and Eqpleen, kept thefar pHdiitive fo|i|jii^^>-iii|#( 
that, which before wais a cover of diiji^ did stil coK^' 
fknift fib. In tlds gtdse she ikiarefaed on Ummed^ iii0Wi^ 
dems, undistinguidiable in shape 9nd dress feomr dn|j#^ - 
tine Bei^ey, Wotton's deuest friacid. ^ BratTe VM^ 
Ion," said the goddess, '^why do onr tro<^ stafitd fMh 
htee, to qN»id their j^esent vigoor^ and opportindi^^if 
the day ? Away, kt us haste to the g^i^rs^l^UBd wMm 
to give the onset immediately." Hjkvii^ qxdke tliipi 
she todL ike ugl|est of her mcmsters, fuE glutted froni hm 
spleen, and^flung it inviably into his mouthy wludli,. 4^ 
ID^ straight up into his head, squeezed out i^eyeitwljf; 
gave him a distorted look, and half overturned hk bratoi 
Then she privately ordered two ot h&p beloved childrei^ 
Bulness smd Ill-manners, closely to attend his person in 
an encounters. Having thus accoutred him she va^^h* 
ed in a mist^ and the hero perceived it was the goddes? 
his mother. 
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Tie des&fid hour ^ fatebekigiioir arriTed, thefight 
begmi; whereof before I dore adventure to make a par- 
tlcalflr desoriptiOQ, I nms^ after the example of other, an- 
Ihopi^ |Netit«» fo a faaadred tongues, and mouthi» and 
lialid% and pens; ivhich wouM all be too little, to per* 
ferkn 80 immense a worfc. Say goddess, that presidest 
o^idr History^ who it uras that first advanced in the fieH 
ol battle^ Paraedsus^ at the head of hiadvagoons, ob^ 
fliupving Galen in the advene iiring» darted Ids ^vefii^ 
IdUi a m^itj force, -which the l»ave ancient received 
mposk his sMeld, the point breaking in the second foU* 

♦ • * • * guc pf^tm 

• • • * ♦ * desmt 
Theybcwe the wounded o^of oQ thek shields to his 
^ariot #4 « ♦ P 

' . ,♦. i^ * * » ♦ 

Desmi -^ # ^^ « * * 

nmmuUa* * ♦ ♦ « * ♦ 

• a * » « « 

Then Aristotle, obs^pvkig Bacon advance with a fo- 
rioua mien, drew his bow to the head, and let fly his^- 
row, which nnssed the vd^tot modem, and^ipent 7hia» 
ssing over his head^ bu^Des Cartes it hk; the steel 
point qoicklf found a defect in his headpiece; it pi^c> 
cd the leat^ and the paste^xmrd, and went in at hm 
fight-eye. The torture of the pdn whirled the valiant 
bowmaa round, tUl death, like a star of snperi(Hr influ- 
ence, ^«w him faito his own vortex. * ■* * 
Ingens hitOus ♦ * * » ♦ 

hicinMS, ♦ # * ♦ « 

* * when Homer appeared at the head of the 

f Doctor Usavey. It wai not thought j^oper to name his antago* 
nUt, but only to intimate, that he was wounded ; ^other moderns 
are spared by the hiatus tiiat follows^ probably for sianlar r>a 
Sana H^ ' ^ 
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cav^lty, mounted on a fiaioiis hoarse, #itfa diffict)!^ fii^ 
aged by the rider himself, but nvhich do oth6r iffoilif 
durst approach ; he rode among the enemy's rfthlSf m* 
bore down all befoi^e him. Say, gt>ddess, whom fe isiil# 
ftret, and whom he slew last. First, GbndRj&C* " i¥ 
ranced against him, clad in heavy armour, and moiiiftia 
on a stdd sober gelding, not so fanfed for his spee^ # 
his docility in kneeling, whenever his nder would moiElir 
ot alight. He made a vow to Pallas, "that lie wbvBS 
niev^r leave the" field, till he had spoiled Hom^x of'^^fitf 
armoitf.'* Madman, who had never once sieen tbe*irteift 
er, nor understood his strength ! Him Homer i>t^' 
threw horse and man to the ground, there to l)e triatjt^ 
pled and choked in the dirt. Then, with a long spfi^f 
he slew Denham, a stout modem, who from his father^slf 
side derived his lineage from Apollo, but his mother 
was of mortal race. He fell, and bit the earth. The 
celestial part Apollo took, and madelt a star; but th^^ 
terrestrial lay wallowing upon the ground. Thee' 
jflomer slew Sam Wesley,J with a kick of his horae^ 
heel; he took Perrault by mighty force out of his sad- 
die, then hurled him at FonteneUe, with (he same bldw^ 
dashing out both their braiD8«# 

On the left wing of the horse, Yirgil appeared li ' 
shining armour, completely fitted to his bo<|h he was 
mounted on a dapple-grey steed, the slowness of wh(^^ 
pace was an effect of the hi^est mettle and VigdurJ^ 
He cast his eye on the adverse wing, with a desire t» ' 
fiiMi anjobject worthy of his valour, when behold upidB ^ ' 

• Sir William Davenant. MS. Fait. 

f Sir John Denham's poems are very unequal, extremely good, 
and very indifferent ; so that his detractors said, he was n6t the 
real author of Cooper's Hill. See " The Session of the Poets," in 
Diyden's Miscellanies. H. 

X Sam Wesley, with contempt MS, PaU, 
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sotrel geldiog of a monstrous size, appeared a foe, issu- 
ing from among tlie thickest of the enemy ^s squadrons; 
but his speed was less than his noise ; for his horse, old 
and lean, spent the dregs of his streng^ in a high trot, 
which, though it made slow advances, yet caused aloud 
cMiing of his aimour, terrible to hear. The two cava- 
liers had now approached within the throw of a lance, 
when the Btranget desired a parley, and lifting up the 
vi&or of his helmet, a face hardly appeared from within, 
which, after Ia pause, was known for that of the renowned 
Dryden. The brave ancient suddenly started, ^as one 
possessed with surprise^ and disappointment together: 
for the helmet was nine times too large for the head, 
which appeared idtuate far in the hinder part, even like 
the lady in a lobster, or like a mouse under a cano^ of 
state, or like a shrivelled beau, from within the pent- 
house of a modern periwig : and the voice was suited 
to the visage, sounding weak and remote. Dryden, in 
a king harangue, soothed up the good ancient, called 
him Father ; and, by a large deduction of genealogies, 
made it plainly appear, that they were nearly related- 
Then he humbly proposed an exchange of armour, as a 
lasting mark of hospitalitj^between them. Yir^ con* 
sented (for the goddess Diffidence came unseen, and cast 
a mist befqH his eyes) though his was of gold* and cost 
a hundred beeves, the other's but of rusty iron. However, 
this glittering aimour became the modern yet worse 
than his own. Then they agreed to exchange horses ;f 
but, when it came to the trial; Dryden was afraid, and 
utterly unable to mount * * * * 

* * * * *- * Alter hiatus 

****** in MS. 
% % % # ' ^ # 

* See Homer, Ori^naL 

k2 
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JLuMn i^peared upoii « fierj hoive eC ^idMM|i^ 
fihapC) but IteadHstroBg, bearing the rider where ti^J^ 
oyer the field ; he made A iiii^ty dandier aim^ J^ 
enemy's borie; which destnietioD to stop» BlackouKi^^i 
femous tnodem (but ooe of the meroenari^) str^nuoud^^; 
c^pposed himself, and darted his javelio with a sflgiim 
hand, whkh^ falling short of its mark, strudL deep, b^. 
earth« Then Lucan threw a lauce; but MwomIb^^i^ 
eame unseen, and turned off the point ^ Brave i^^ 
dem,'' said Luoao, " Ipereeive some God protects fpi^ 
for never did my arm so deceive me before: but w)^ 
mortal can contend with a God ? therefore^ let us fi^.nn 
longer, but present gifts to each other." Lucan then b^ 
stowed the modem a pair of spurs, and Blackmore ffm 
Lucan a bridle. * ♦ * * * 

Paucade^ * * ♦ * * * 

Creech : but tiie goddess Bulness took a cloud, form^. 
into the shape of Horace, armed and mounted, and pfak . 
ced in a flying posture before him. Glad was the cavali^ 
to begin a combat with a flying foe, and pursued the 
image, threatening loud ; til^^t last it led him to Um^ 
'peaceful bower of his father Ogleby, by whom heirp 
disanned, and assigned to his repose. Ijn 

Then Pindar slew , and ^ and Oldham, ^id 

■ ■ , and Afraf the Amazon, light of foot 5 never ad* 
vancing in a direct line, but wheeling with inoredibi^ 
agility and force, he made a terrible slau^fter amoag^ 
enemy's light hoise. Him when Cowley observed^ Ui 
generous heart bumt within him, and he advancec^ 
against the-fiei-ce ancient, imitating his address, Ids pftc^^ 

^ Hi9 skiU 08 a phyelctaii atoned {qt his d\iUiee& a« a ^^oet. H, 
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Md earear, as ireB as the vigour of his imse, and Ua 

tBUPlti skill would allow. When the tiro cavi^ers had apt 

pniaGhed witbio the length of three javelins, fiist Ctfw* 

Ic^ threw a lance, which anssed Pindar, and pasdng ^AA 

tha: ^emy's ranks, fell indTectual to the ground. Thea 

,^^ar darted a javelin so large and weighty, that scarce 

efit^, cavaliefs, as cavaliers are in our degenerate 

[d raise it fix)in the ground : yet he threw it with 

It went by an unerring hand, singing throu^ 

■lior could the modem have avoided present 

had not luckily opposed the shield, that had 

jjeen givfen him by Venus.''^ And now, both heroes drew 

.^3^ swords, but the modem was so aghast and disordered 

^tfeAt^Be knew not where he was; his shield dropped from 

^^i^jhia^i^; thrice he fled, and thrice he could not escape f 

'^t i|fit ]be tumed, and lifting up his hand in the posture of 

<a iftlpp^iant : '* God]ike Pindar," said he, "spare my life,^^ 

my horse with these arms, beside the raosom,. 

ijiy friends will give, wh^a they hear I am attve» 

and;2^ftir prisoner." " Dog,*' said Pindar, "let your 

rmsi^s^ with your friends ; but your carcass diall be 

lefi^l^^e fowls of the air, and the beasts of the field." 

W^l^j^t, he raised his swoid, and with a mighty stroke^ 

elefl^^wretched modem in twain, the sword pwsuing 

the J|Ib#^ dm one half lay panting on the groiuid to be- 

trodlbi,]^lHctBsby the horses' feet ; the other half was borne 

l^7ih4^iited steed Jhroi^h the field. Thb Venust 



v"*": 





' ^;^$d^cailiedTheM&tB^ H. 

it d&'^^approve the author^s judgment in this, for I i^ink Cow- 
Iby^^Pm&Tits are much preferable to his Mutress. It may J^owever 
be coQE^red, tiiat Cowley*!) Pindarics were but copies, of wbiq^ 
Pii^^'^a the original^ before Pindar,, ^erefore,biB Pindarics- 
ttight^l^% and hk Mistress be preserved as properly his own. H. — 
It Diay^ pbserved, in defence of Dr. Ha wkeswortb^s Judgment eotf 
f^Biag ip6w!ey, that it agrees with that of Mr. Dryden, who taytp 
^ If t mkf'jbe pardoned for so b<dd a truthi Mr. Cowky hai ^i^^iaA 
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took, washed it seven times in* ambrosia, th<»^^<8l3B|||pt It; 
thrice with a spng of amaranth ; upon which, thei<wftw 
grew round and soft, and the leaves turned into f&jl^^gii, 
and being gilded before, continued gilded still : so it bCf 
came a dove, and she harnessed it to her chariot. , ^ 

* * * * * Hiatus vaUkit, 

* * * # * JUndusinm,, 

'■'mi 
THB EPISODE OF EENTLEY AND WOTTON.* 

Day being far- spent, and the numerous forces^ of Ihc 
moderns half inclining to a retreat, there issued fiWi 
from a squadron of their heavy armed foot, a captiyhi, 
whose name was Bentle}% the most deformed of all the 
moderns; tall, but without shape or comelinera; Iflorge^ 
but without strength or proporUon. His armour if^s 
patched up of a thousand incoherent pieces; and ^e 
sound of it, as he marched, was loud and drj, Hke that 
made by the fall of a sheet of lead, which an Etesian 
windf blows suddenly down, from the roof of some stee- 
ple. His helmet was of old rusty iron, but the vitor 
was brass ; which, tainted by his breath, corrupted into 
copperas, nor wanted gall from the sam^^ountain ; so 
that, whenever provoked by anger or laTOu*, an atra* 
mentous quality of most malignant nature was. seen to 
distil from his lips. In his r^ht hand he grai^d a flaiL 

bim (Pindar) to a fiiult f so great a one, in my opinion, that if throws 
bis Mistress infinitely bdow his Pindariques, and his latter coinposi- 
tionf!, which are undoubtedly the best of his Poenis^ and the most cor- 
rect." Preface to Juvenal, Dryden*s Works, vol. IJL p. 162. N. 

* As the account of the Battle of the Books, is an allegorical repre- 
•entation of Sir William Temple's essay, in which the ancients ^e 
opposed to the modems, the account of Bentley and Wotton is called 
an episode, and thiE^ir intrusion represented as an under action. H. 

t Bei^ley against Boyle. MS, Fate, 
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«BKi (fliM he might never be unprovided of an offensive 
weapon) a vessel full of ordure in his left.* Thus com- 
pletely armed, he advanced with a slow and heavy pace 
where the modern chiefs were holding a consult upon the 
stun of things ; who, as he came onwards, laughed to be- 
hold his crooked leg, and hiunp shoulder, which his boot 
and armour vainly endeavouring to hide, were forced to 
comply with, and expose. The generals made use of him 
for his talent of railing ; which, kept within government, 
proved frequently of great service to their cause, but at 
other times did more mischief than good ; for at the least 
touch of offence, and often without any at all, he would, 
like a wounded elephant, convert it against his leaders. 
Such at this juncture was the disposition of Bentley, / 
grieved to see the enemy prevail, and dissatisfied with 
every body's conduct but his own. He humbly gave the 
moderii generals to understand, ^ that he conceived, with 
great submission, they were all a pack of rogues, and 
fools, and sons of whores, and d n'd cowards, and con- 
founded loggerheads, and illiterate whelps, and nonsensi- 
cal scoundrels ; that if himself had been constituted gene- 
ral, those presumptuous dogs,f the ancients, would long 
before this have been beaten out of the field. You," 
said he, " sit here idle ; but when I, or any other valiant 
modem, kil^an enemy, you are sure to seize the spoO. 
But I will not march one foot against the foe, till you all 
swear to me, that whomever I take or kill, his arms I 
shall c[uiet]y possess." Bentley having spoken thus, 
Scaliger bestowing him a isour look : " Miscreant prater," 
said he, ^' eloquent only in thine own eyes, thou railest 
without wit, or truth, or discretion. The malignity of 
thy temper perverteth nature, thy learning makes thee 

* The person here spoken of, is famous for letting 5y at every body 
without distinction, and using mean and foul scurrilities. Wotton. 
f See Homer de Thersitc. OriginaL 
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more bait>aroii8t ihj stadj of timnaiiity more iliAiBADlH^^ 
t]i7 eonyene amomg poets more groveling, JB&ty^ aciddiftr^^ 
All arte of civiHzing others, render thee nkte and tdi^ 
tradable; courts have taught thee ill mdumers, andpeK^' 
lite conversation has finished thee a pedant. Beddei^'i^^ 
greats coward bnrdeneth not the armj. But^ieverlk^ 
spood; I pass my* word, whatever sijoil thou takest^i 
shall certainly be th^ own ; though, I hope, that v% ear* 
eass will first become a prey to kites and worras.*^ ^ • 

Bentley durst not reply ; but, half choked with spleeft^ 
and rage, withdrew in full resolution of performing Bom0 
great adnevement. With him, Ux his aid and compit*'-^ 
nion, he took his beloved Wotton; resolving, by poli^' 
er atir^rise, to attempt some neglected quarter of tile as^- 
Cents' army. They began their march over carcasseaol 
th^ir slaughtered friends ; then to the rigirt i>f- their ewde 
forces; then wheeled northward, till they came to AldbPOf^'^ 
vandus^s tomb, which they passed on the side <tf the de^ f 
elimng sun. And now they arrived with fear toward iht^ 
enemy's out-guards; looking abo^^t^ if haply they m%li|^^ 
j8pf the quarters of the wounded, or some straggHlBg'' 
ateepers, unarmed, and remote fi*om the rest As wh^ 
two mongi*el curs, whom native greedhiess and domeilfe 
want provoke and join in pai-tnership, though fea^l^^ 
nightly to invade the folds of some rich gipaauer ; tfiey^ '■ 
with tails depressed, and lolling tongues, creepr soft ted 
slow: mean while the conscious moon, now in her zenitl^ - 
on their guilty heacte darts perpendicular rays ; nor dare^ 
they ba^k, though much provoked at her refulgent vfeage> . 
whether seen in puddle by reflection, or in sphere direetf ■ 
but one surveys the region round, while the othj^ scou^ "^ 
the plaii^ if haply to discover, at distance frojn the fiodk, 
some caircass half devoured, the refuse of gmged wolves 
or ominous ravens. So marched this lovely loving psdr' 
ofiSieoili^ nor with less £ear and circumspectbn;! when 
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ih^j might pcircehre two shimng suits of tOh 
iii^«r liaDging^l^poDaii oak) and the owneisnotfar off io « 
prdiiund sleep. The two fiieodi cb'ew lot% and th^pup- 
suiflg of this adventure fell to Bentle^ $ on he went, and 
io^his van, Confusion and Amaze; while Horror and 
A|&]^t brought up the rear. As he csune near, beh^ 
two heroes of the ancients' army, Phalaris aud^sc^,lirf 
fa^ asleep: Bentley would fain have despatched them 
both, and, stealing close, aimed his flail at Fhalaria'a 
Innpasl* But then the goddess Affright interpodni^ 
caught the modem in l^r icj arms, and dragged him from 
Ae danger she foresaw; both the dormant heroes- hap^ 
pened to turn at the same instant, thou^ soundlj sleeps 
in^ and Inisy in a dream. For Fhidaris^ was just that 
mliiute dieaming how a most vile poetaster had lampoon^ 
ed Mm, and how he had got him roaring in his bulL 
And .£sop dreamed, that, as he and the ancient chieft^ 
were lying on the ground, a wild ass l»roke loose, x9Xk 
about trampliog, and kicking, and dunging in their face» 
Begtky, leaving the two heroes asleep, seized on both 
didr armours, and withdrew in quest of his darling 
W|)tton. 

He in the mean time had wandered long in seardi 
•f 8<Nne enteiprise, till at lengtib he arrived at a small 
rivulet, that issued from a fimntain hard by, called, in 
^e language of raortalmen. Helicon. Here be stopped, 
and parched with thirst, resolved to allay it in this lim- 
pid stream. Thrice with pntfane hands he essayed \» 
raise the water to hia lips, and thiice it slipped all tluroug^ 
kis fingers. Then he stooped prdbe on his l»reast, but, 
«re his mouth had kissed the liquid crystal, Apod^came, 
and in the channel held his shield betwixt the mpdem-- 



* This ig according to Homer, w^ telk tlie dreams of t!iose whffi 
W€cc kilted isL their deep. Hr- 
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and the fountaio, so that he drew up ito^iipghiitiiiilli/ 
For, although no .fountam ou earth cao:^ eomp«|e 0lft$. 
the cleaniesfr of Helkon, jei there lies at hottom a^Mif 
sediment of slime and mud : for so Ap«^lo be^ed QMiii^' 
piter, as a punishment to those, who durst atteniig||,44 
taste it with unhaUowed lips, and for a lesson to nB^^ai^ 
to draw too deep, (nt far from the spring. >»nit 

At the fountain-head Wotton discerned two bei^m^p 
the ope he could not distinguish, but the other waamii^ 
known for Temple, general of the allies to the ancieBi&*^ 
. His back was turned^ and he was employed in drid^> 
ing laj^e draughts in his helmet from the fountain, wjicve^ 
he had withdrawn himself to rest ftqfn the toils of the ' 
war« Wotton observing him, with quaking knees imd<' 
trembling hands spoke thus to himself: ^ O, that Icookt^ 
kill this destroyer of our army ; what renown should h 
purchase among the chiefs ! but to issue out against hi^"^ 
man against man, shield against shield, and lance agai^ 
lance,"^ what modem of us dare! for he fights liker 
God, and Pallas pr Apollo are ever at his elbow. Bh^^ 
O, mother ! if what fame reports be ti-ue, that I am the 
son of so great a goddess,..grant me to hit Temple wilb' 
this lance, that the stroke may send, him toHelli'S^' 
that I may return in safety and triumph, laden with Jd^^ 
spoils.^' The first part of this prayer, the gods granted^^ 
at the intercession of his mother, and of Moraus ; bttjtthfe^^ 
rest, by a perverse wind sent fixxn fate, was scattered 4if- 
the aur. Then Wotton grasped his lance, and brandish-gi 
ing it thrice over his head, darted it with all his mi^i^ - 
the goddess his motheV, at the same time, adding strengtiP 
to his arm. Away the lance went whizzing, afid reached^ 
even to the belt of the averted ancient, upon which light-' 

I.. 

* *. See Homer. Original, 
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ff grasoiig, it fell to the giroUnd. temple neither felt 
tilig weapioDi toudi him, nor heard it fall; and WottOQ 
TPS^i have escaped to his army, with the honour of hav- 
ing retnitted his lance against so great a leader, unre- 
venged; but Apollo, enraged that a javelin, flung by 
the assistance of so foul a goddess, ^ould pollute his 
foiintain, put on the shape of— ^ — , and softly came ta 
young Boyle, who then accompanied Temple i he point- 
ed first to the lance, then to the distant modem that flung 
it, imd commanded the young hero to take immediate 
revenge. Boyle, clad in a suit of armour which had 
been given him by all the gods,* immediately advan- 
fjed against the trembling foe, who now fled before him.- 
As a young lion in the Libyan plaina, or Araby desert,' 
sent by his aged sire to hunt for prc^, or health, or 
exercise : he scours along, wishing to meet some tiger 
from the mountains, or a furious boar ; if chance a wild 
ass, with brayings Importune, affironts his ear, the gene* 
Fous beast, though loathing to distain his daws with 
blood so vile, yet much provoked at the offensive noise, 
which echo, foolish nymph, like her ill-judging sex^ 
repeats much louder aod with more delight than Pfal- 
iomcta'8 soDgi he vindicates the honour of the fores^ 
-and hunts the noisy long-ear'd animal. So Wotton 
fled, so Boyle pursued. But Wotton, heavy-armed, 
apd slow of foot, began to sladc his course; when his 
lover Benlley appeared, returning laden with 4he spoils 
j^lhe two sleeping ancients. . Boyle observed him well, 
and soon discovering the helmet and shiel^ ^^ ^^ 
laris, his friend, both which he had lately with his 
own hands new polished and gilt; rage sparkled in his 

* Boyle was assisted in this dispute by Dean Aldrich,Dr. Atterbu- 
ry, afterwards bishop of Rochester, and other persons at Oxford, 
celebrated for their genius and their learning, then tailed^ the 
Christ-Church wits. H. 
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ejres, and lea^rii^ his purwit after Wotton, hr ltirginii|f 

niabed on against tliSs new tpproacben. B^itk Mltf « 

ht be revenged on both; bnt bedi mm fled iliflifHtMf j 

ways: and, as a woman in a little houses that gel^ii ~ 

painfhl livelihood hj sfunning; f if chance her geenT 

be scattered o'er the common, she coitnes rotmd the j 

plain from side to side, compdling here and there iM 

stragglers to the flock; thej cackle kmd, and Artter 

o'er the champaign. So Bojle pursued, so fled ^lispsir 

of friends : finding at laigth their flight was vaii^ thej 

bravely joined and drew themselves in plmlanx. Fint 

Bentl^ threw a if)ear with all his force, hoping to pierce 

the eoemj's breast : but Pallas dffloe unseen, and in the: 

air took oflf the pouit, and dapped on one of lead, whick 

after a dead bang against the enemy's shield, fellbhmted 

to the ground. Then Boyle, observing well his tka^ 

took up a lance of wondrous length and shiffimess]; ami 

as this pair of friends compacted stood close side to sid%; 

he wheeled him to the right, and with unusual forces 

darted the weapm^. Bentley saw his fate approadi, and 

flanking down his arms dose to his rSbs, hewing to save 

his body ; in went the point, painng through arm aod 

ade, nor stopped, or i^pent its fence, tin it had abo p&qg a r 

ed the Valiant Wotton, who going to sustain hit 4pfil$ 

friend, shared his fate. As when a skilAil cook kai 

trussed a brace of woodcocks, he, with iron skewer» 

pierces the tender sides of both, their legs and wings 

dose pinioned to the ribs : so was this pair of frien^^ 

transfixed, till down they fdl, jdned In their liv^ join^! 

ed in their deaths; so closely joined, that Charon wouU 

mistake them both for opje, and waft them over Styx fur 

t This is also after the maimer of Homer : the woman^ getting 
livelihood by spimiing, has nothing to do with the ^BtiUtu^ 
Id be excHnbie mtkMyotiac;^ wiwx^^bs^^^ ^ 
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bsU ids faie. Farewell, beloved, lov k^ pair ; few equab 
hftve you left behiod: aod hapi^ and immortal sitail 
yott b^ if all vaj wit mA eloquence can make yoo. 

And^now * * * * 

# ifr # ^ * 

♦ -:jc # ' * * 

* » "^ * De9um ecsutik 
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